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CONTINENT OF EUROPE.

From information recently published, chiely through the mediun of
the Evangelieal Alliance, ot the very useful moenthly periodical cunducted
under its auspices, we colleet a fow facts respecting the religions condi-
tion of soine of the continontal countries, sufficient to awaken sympnathy,
of to cremte hopo, in all the fricnds of truth,

In Ruvssia the most remnarkable feature in tho ceclesiastienl matters of
Into line boan the cfforts, hononrable of dishonoueable, 1o bring into cone
formity with the national religion all within the empite wwho profess any
other creed,  ‘Ihese cfforts havo attracted notice enpecially in the
weateriy provinces, which being oniginally German, were proteatant in
religious profuesion.  Among these tha proselytimm has had a success
much to bo deplored.  Because, although it imust have beea a rierely
nominal protestantism which they counld renvuiney, 11 onler to embeace,
for tho sake of worldly advantage, the grotesque ritea of the Ruesian
Clurch, yet undee any modification of protestanusm, they were nearer
the Dible, and had more liberty of consctenee, than i a chureh nothing
behind that of Rome in corruption and intolerance.  From an oflicial
report presented to the Emperor by lus home secrotary for the year 1849,
it appears that in the course of that year there joined the Russian Church
2703 Protestants; 1473 Romamsts, 1787 Jews, 11 Armenians, besides
1150 heathens, and 828 Mohannnedans.

In Siceden, where Protestantism under a Lutheran form haslong hcen
degraded by intolerance, 2 strugelo fur religious frecdum has conanuni ed,
which now bida fair tv gain specdily 1ts objeets.  "I'he state chureh there,
liko other state churches having the power, has of Iate been shuwing
much zeal in putting down conventicles and Bible expusitiune, and ra-
ligious meotings conducted by Iaymen ; while very futheaning as to the
moral charactez, and religious sentument of ita own elergy, provided they
do not greatly offend public decency by their conduct.  But & Soctoty
for Religious Liberty” hus at longth been otgamsed, and is taking cau-
tious, but decisive, measures. Religious liberty wall thus soon become a
wiatter of general discussion in the country. Ono great meeting was held
to promote it in 1850, another in 1851, a third was announced for 1852,
of a character likely to be more influential than cither of the preceding,
and sufficient to awaken much alanmn 1n the state church, ‘I'his import-
ant mecting was held on the 20th of July last, at Helsingborg, a town
adjoining the country of Denmark, whero tho inccting of the previous
year had also boen held.  No disturbance was given to tho meeting by
tho authoritics. It wawattended by forty clergymen, and as many school
masters, besides many of the nobility of Sweden, Indies of rank, and
others of the middle and agricultural classes. Among various subjects
for comsidcration proviously artanged, that cn the s:ate of rehigious liber-
ty in the country occasioned a very animated discussion. It was put in
these terms—* What is the amount of roligious liberty guaranteed to
Swedish citizens by the 16th paragraph of the * Form of Government 1'%
An old law did exist which forbade all meetings in private houscs for
reading or singing, or preaching the Gospel ; under the authority of
which law—although, as bas now turned cut, now abrogated—the porse-
cution of all meetings for cultivating vital religion has been perpetrated.

‘Tox Roman Catholic pricst they have been indetied for bringing te
{ight that mure recent articlo of the Swedish constitution whick secures
to wll likeety of coneclence in religion. In an action brought againet
this Romish priest by the consistory of Stoekholm regarding proselyting,
the advucate employed b, the pricst, reminded tho conrt, that religives
libeety was now tho law of the country! The fact was this, that the
oxisting cumstitution or form of#ovemmcm was dtawn up in 1809; afier
tho dethronement of Gustavus 1V., when a splrit of liberty was genorally
aroused in the countey.  And in this conatitution the 16th pu

runs thus .—* ‘The king shall not forco nny san's conscience, mor suffer it
to bu furced ; but shall protect every one in the free excreive of his pylls
gion, so long as ho docs not disturb the peace of suciety, not oceaston
public seandal.”  But when Beenadotto, in 1810, becmine crown prince,
his policy being to sccure the support for his throne of the hicrarchy snd
uobility, this law, which accured religious liborty, was allowed to Jie dos-
mant, und was forgotten ; no one ventured to name it, or, during the Jast
thirty yuars, oven romembered it,  Now it in brought under notice; and
the public prosccutor in ths action against the priest, admitted in his
closing appeal, that by that asticlo in the constitution; religious liberty
was flow tho law of the land ; but stated, that as this law ot hitherto
been practically applicd, ho was necessitated to crave that the senctions
of the older laws against prosclyting be carried Into effect. ‘This wa-
lnoked for discovery hus given tu the fricnds of religious liberty in Swe-
deu a fecling of exultation.  In the mecting at Helsingborg, it appeared
like ahand from tho clouds extended for thoir help; and the meeting
loudly procluimed the validity of this article of the constitution. They
made their appeal to the judges of the land; and claimoed their decision in
favour of that religlous liberty, which it was now evident that, Swedes,
de jure, posscuscd. A petition wag prepared for gonersl stgnagure,
praying his majesty the king to grant the saine religious Jiberty here, as
hiad been for several years granted to Norway, namely,—1st, iberty 10
hold religious mectings in private houses. 2d, That he would formally
repeal the ol law wiich sentences Swedish subjects 10 banishment, it
they leave the communion of the Luthern church, ‘This new phase
which the question has assumed in the land, has awakend general terror
among the cunscrvatives, and especinlly among the senior clergy. They
profess 1 cunwder the whole of Chrstendom in danger, acco ing to the
usual vutery of state pricste, when their own monopoly, or their ecclosis
astieal pre-eminence, is threatened.

In France, the political changes which have been, and are still in
Progress, are to gutiie cXtent ot encouraging to the fricnds of the Gospel
in that couutry ; butstill they allow wuch ground for hupe nnd persever-
ance. ‘I'he Roman Catholic clergy, no doubt, have a large measurs of
countenance from the public suthorities; but it would bLe an crror to
catitnato haghly their pusier over tho masses, with whom thiey no fonger
pussves mueh of either spiritual or moral influence.  And should another
rovolation veeur iu France, which can scareely be at any great distance,
the Ruman Catholic clergy, already gravely compromised in public
upiniun, will experience, with fearful retributiun, disasirous effects of the
storms whiclt aro at this mument accumulating over the country. Since
the 25ih of last March, the Protestant churches of France have been
placed under a now law as regards their organisation ; which law has
been received by theso churches generally with satisfaction ; although it
cannot bo viewed favourably by those who wish religion to be excmpted
from all stato connection. A permianent central council at Patis is
charged to represent these churches officially, in their communications
with the government ; and by means of it the Protestants will be able to
cause their gricvances, as well as suggestions and requests, to be heard ;
a privilege which, it is thought, may in & grcat many cases afford im-
mense advantage. The nren who composo this council sre all taken
from tho leading Protestants ; and it is presided over by one who is en-
titled to the highest confidence of all the friends of evangelical truth.
In Paris, & city mission has been established in the course of the yesr,
under an association of young men, several of whom are distinguished by
eminent piety, and have devoted themselves zealously 1o the work, A
number of evangelistsand colporteurs have also been recentlyset to work
in the capital ; and a Sunday school association has been formed. A
sisterhood of Protestant ladies of charity has also been established, on
whom will devolve the charge of visiting the sick in the hospitals of the
capital.  And jt is now ruled that these Jadies shall have free access to
all the hospitals; and it is even expected thatthis licenss will be extends



