
7. Ifl1'JDELITY AND THfl XVIDENCES Op CHRISTIANITY.

the warld knows, disclaimed sucli ovidence. Hie frankly owned, that lie
had ne commission nar powver tao wcrk miracles, being Sent of God ta the
people only as a.preacher. Net indeed but there are things rnentioned in
the revêation lie pretended ta give thera, wvhich, if true, \vould have beert
iniraculous; such are the nocturnal visits of the angel Gabriel; his getting
früm titue ta time parcels cf the uncrcated bock transmitted to hitu from
heaven, and his most amtazing uighit-journey. But these miracles could be
ne evidences cf his mission. Why 1 Because no persan Nvas witness ta,
thetu. On the contrary, it wvas becatise bis adherent; hud previaiasly and
implicifly believed lus apastleship, that they admitted things so icredile,
où hs bare declaration.

&lit may be %varth while to inquire, what Were the reasons, that au en-
cii f such amazing influence was neyer employed by one who assurned

a character sa eminent, as the chMef of God's aposUles,'and the seal ofithe
f ptýphets? Was it the want ofaddress ta manage an imposition ofthis na-f ture 1 None who knows the history cf this extrordinary personage, will

suspect that lie -wanted either the genius ta, contrive, or the resalution and
dexterity to, eýecu1;e, any practicable expedient for promoting hisgrand d3-
sigrr; which.- was ne less than that extensiye despotistu, bath religious and

pitical, hoe nt length acquired. Was it that hoe had too much hionesty ta,
concert and-,e.rry"on se grass an artifice? Those who behieve hlm te have
lýêen an impostôr in pretending a divine mission, wili hardly suspect him. cf

4 suoh delicacy -in the methods hie wculd take ta accomplish his aim., But
in fact thero is no colour ai reasan foi' ,uch a suggestion. There was:ne
pyodigy, noa miraculcuÉ interpasition, which hoe hesitated ta give out, how-
ever extuiavagant, %wheiih1eý saw it would contrihute ta bis ends. Prodigies

ÈN!hichi they had noohrvdnebut h'ls cwn allegation, hoe knew his
adversaries mnight dey, but could net disprove. is scruples, therefore,w~e
iiiay w conchude, proceedi-d net frein probily, but frora prudence;. and

rêsll'against such miracles,, as must'be subjected ta the scrutiny cf
Ô "*'eopie's senses. WAas itbecause miracele-working had bfr httm
bécffie se -tale a device, that, instead of gaining him the admit'ation of.his
éôùii trymeni, it would have exposed1 Iitu te their laughter and contempt ?
The-most cursory perusal of the Alcoran, will, ta every man of sense, af-
ford an unanstverabie confutation ol'this hypothesis. Lastly, ivas it that hoe
lived in an enlightcned age, and amonigst a civilized people, who wvere tqe,

'qulok-sighted ta be deceived by tricks, which amL>ng barbarians inight have
.produced the most aste.niýshing effects? Quite theireverse, lielived in a
barbarous age, and amongst.au illiterate peopie, with whorn, if ivith aay,
hb' lhad reasan te believe the grossest deceit wculd prove successful.

"WVvhat a pity Nvas it, that Mahamnet liad not a counsellor èo deeply versed
in., luman nature as the essayist, .who, could luavb 'ssured him, that there
n.eeded but effrantery and entetprise;e that w'ith th ese auxiliaries hoe .ad
reason ta hope the inost impudent pretences would ba crowned with sùc-
cess! The tea timid prophet 'ývoù1d doi'btless hàve remonstrated againsi
ihis-spirited counsel, insisting,- that it wus crue thingr ta satisfyfrîend9, -and
aËbth'etè silence or-convert enemies; that it was-one thing to impose on

~èisinèlect~,and anôthe thing in deceivegeir:senses: that thougb an
attempt of the last kind should succeed with samie, yet- if the frud were.de-
lectéâ 14- àfiy;- and; lie thi-gbt exizpect that his adversaries would -exert


