232

. T STl enTImeTEETTTERET™

fndependent uf Mr. Lav, or of any enlcrprice in
which he may please tocngage, They with to
sate therefore that they never conlemplated any
junttion with a Canadian Family Magazinc as
stated on the eovee of the June Snow Drop,
Agenclen will spealily be extablished thronghont
the provines, and axthe Editors have been unatile
to procure from the late pulisher the neceseary
Yiste; they rexpectfully request all sulncriliers to

forward thele names and addrese 10 Me. Atmoue
with the feast powilide delay.  ‘They tely with
cotfidence on R coptinnance of the gepetons pas
tronagre which has hitherto ehcounraged them in
their labouts,  We fonidly trust they will rcalize
thele most sanguine anticipatione, for of all the
frkroine taska this e adoeds, that of plodding v
fa meutal Iaboue day Ly day, without material
rewnrd, Is the most fnsipporialile,  Each sumber
will contain as hetetofore 32 pages, and the ptice
wiil be one doblne pee annun in advance. The

1bifahers sddeces {a No 2 Great 8t James 8ireet
nonlrul. andas A, IL Armour and Co. will cheete
fully teansact any inatiers conhected with the mas
gazl';vc, our clilaens who desire to encourage
the wotk have only lo makea call at King 8¢,
with theic commissions,

vz

THE UNFORTUNATE Pias

Not long ago, I asked you to ook down, in
imagination, wpon the clear winding Devon, as
it meandets in dreamy grandeut through the
holm, which skirts the southern slopes of the
Ochils,  From the spot on which in fancy's
creation we stood, might be acen the identical
brldge which the musician crosscd that morning
befure his petilous adventute, At the precise
time, hawever, to which 3 now refer, thie bridge
was litile better than & man trap. 1t condisted of
two long ginders, whichcrossed the siream, abuut
three feet apatt, and these wete at first covered
with thin fir planke, about § or 10 Inchee hrosd,
But one afler another of these boards had dieap-
peared, until litle else remained than the swo
girders and as many crospieces as kept them
froin collapaing. I have pansed it~frequestly
when from 6 to 8 feet at & siretch would have
been clear,and you had eitherto help yourselfover
by the side rall, or walk a couple of miles round
by another way, The side cail dodge did very
well when one was sciting out on an excutsfon
with all his faculties fresh; but it was not so
suitable at all times for returning, and this I will
proceed 1o jllusrate by a circumstance which
came under my cognizance. Andrew Wilson, a
middle aged, and canny going shoemaker, lived

in the village ata liitle distance. fe was bLoth
masier and misteess o his afa honse, and as an
outlet 10 any affection he inight have, beyond
what was duly devoled 1o himself, he kept 2’ cou.
of pigs, with which to beguile & weary hour,
or besides being a Kind of auimal companionship
Andrew had discovered, that when they ha
ceaved 10 snull’ the siorm, they ket & rough lar.
det. A part of his spare tiine was regularly
lr:ut in lis kall yard, whick supplicd hi with
all the vegctables necessary for culinaty put.
, A0 2120 with & few guoseberiics and appics
an thele scason.  This was about the daily rouad
of Andrew's cxtca duties: but now and again a
wide gap in the larder recalled to his mind the
nccessity of keeping up an unbroken Jine of suc.
Cension 1o his parKers, and on such oceasions he
tided hitmsell in bis akill dy waking & selection
rom & gond (amily. Such waw the sate of athairs
at the moment to which I allude, and Andrew,
baring wiped the covm fiom hix lace, put oh a
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clean dickie, and his favoutite red silk neckers
chicf, he then broozht friom the chest his bue
awalfowanifed coat, with fte massive yelfow buie
tons, which was only werl on great” occasions,
and having bodight himsclf as ttim as may be, set,
ontio purchase two hew tenante to his pigeny, He
cinsseil the little Widge, or rather In ftmfcc to
hitn, Fehnutd eav, he crtoseed the tiver atont
half-pnst sig o'clock on & quict night, alout the
eml of July, aml wandered on, upwandsof a conple
of tiles, W the spot wheee the fortheoming tenants
ol hi« premizcx had been teared,  No temperance
soric’y had as yot made an invasdon on “the good
okl cistoms of Scdband,” and MeNcil's " Waes o'
War wasinote than connterbalanced by » Willie
brewed a Peck o Malt,” ao that Andeew, having
concluded the bargain, sat down to get a dram
and A ¥ bit o cheese and bread,” as was his wont
on such oceasions,

Iam not very cloae whether there was any
other atiraction 8t farmer Ramage's fireside, for
Andrew, ‘mmgh he lucked the door and i the
ey in his pocket when he went out, sfien thowght
that il he couid 2’ jn wi' a deocnt lass that woukd
attend to his pigs and look after the calibages and
onlons, he might be tempied to offer her the sitwa.
tion, At present, howcever, there was no attraciive
featute At home. There was aut even the dread
on his mind of & 'fite from Janet' for staying laic,
s that when he sat down and enjoyed himeel(
the time passcd more epcedily than he calculaied
upudt,

Having amply slaked his thirt he sct owt oa | p

his homcward jousncy, with the two pigs in a
bag sluag over hi« Lack, and | supgm all weat
wSl coough till he came 10 the bridge. The
moon was in Jis last quarier and had nut yot ap-
ared abuve the hotizon when he reached the
tal spot, and whether he was in 8 siate 10 sce
planks where there were none, or was deccived by
the darkness of the night, T cannot say, but down
he went, plunge intotheriver, lhnmr the bridge,
with his Joad on his back. The distance to 1
water was pethape not more thaa six feet, so that
he wasnot much injured by the fail, althoagh it is
cvident he must have considerably stunned
by the aplash, He made a dextcrous sruggle,
but gained the bank, and hutried along the
TOAd, & tast as his fegs canld (xralbly earry him,
lis clothes were wet, but that was nothing, as he
had no sooncr roached his little dowicile than he
disrobed, and quietly consigned himeelf 10 ihe
gnandianship ol Mofphens,” He got up in the
morning about kis u<nal time and felt rather
thirsty, and considerably growsy; but aot umtil
he had lifted his wet stockings and his drenched
trousets from the chair on-which he had Iajd
them, did the fainiest glimmer croms his mind as
to the adventure of the previous night, He sn.
deavoured to reatize the facts of the case, but he
was unable to comprehead his posdton, 1 have
frequently thought how exacily similar his
sition was to that of John Tamvon, when he ‘:ﬁ
asteep in his cart as he was golag to the coalfield,
and some wag for a little sport tovk ot the horse
and left hin iying saugly, When John awoke
he was in doubt as tegards his ldentity, and
reasoned in this way—*i{ I'm John}Tamson I've
kst & horse, an' i€ I'm no John Tamson I've
found & cart,"” so the shoemaker imagined if he
was Andrew Wilson he must have lost his pigs
iast night, but i he was not Andrew Wi
:‘mw wmalicious person had wet his trousers for
m.

In order to satis(y himself, for as yet 20 ome | been

knew of the circumetance, Mr. Wilson off

to the river, and there, jammed between lwo of | by the

the upright pusts, he found his and its con.
teuts, but the rfgc were qulte dead. You may
imagine, hut I cannot describe, the miserable
stile of Andrew's mind when he ascertained the
fact, He made two resolutions on the spot, both
of which Tthink he kept,—the first was that he
would never mair taste whiskey,~and second,
that he would call upon his vid friend James
Colvin, and hae & crack wi' him aboul the pro-
Mﬁ{.«o‘. geiting home Mrs, Wilsun. It sirikes
e that mv friend Stalker got an onder to formish

up one one of the tooms lastefulle for the

tion of the bride, and c1¢ the next new moon had
waned Andrew and his young wifc parsed the
sciutiniving game of e Lmsy group that nemaiy
enllccied a1 the patich kirk ‘dovr, m'c-n Aot
the events of the week, and begnile the time il
the minister made hisappearance; eo, that §a faet,
the ke of the pigs was the galning of & wife,
and all the concomitant endeatinents thad crown
& piate of connnbial biise, )

PR, NICHOL OX ASTRONGMY,

Dr. Nichol delivered the sixth and ladt of Ms
courne of octares on Monday afltermoun, when
the andience was mofe numncrons than at the
dclivery of the previans lectures. The subject of
this Jecinre was, ' The relation of sstronvmieal
with geological epochs—tketclos of the evpli.

“was of the carth.” Gmk-g,z - Bironomy

- iched cach other at sevceal points, Lo, perhape,
th 1 best conte by which we conld enter on & geo.
logical tnvestigation was suggested Yy some of
the tevelations of the tclescope. U pun Touking at
the preecnt condition of the earth, we moun found
that insead of being the result uf some bygone
cansco—a f'xed teality,~it a8 2o more than the

present, of Lxisting, phine in the opetation of a
power cettalnly imly inferiof, in respect of the
magnitude & hewce of its mutaiions, (¢

that of gravitation, ‘Ve found abumiant proofs
that the land and water were continaally changing
ncee, and pot unly that land Mad been compar.
arively recemtly rafsed up from the buttom of the
ncean, but that it had wndcrgone swccesive gacil
Intions. ‘There was o purtion uf 1and, with the
himoty of which we were acgiainted, which did
a0t wnfold to ds the fact that it had wndergone
many changes in this tespect.  In Sussex was 1o
be dﬁa‘ the Acth of a tiver as lar,

as (he

Ga which had formerly dinined & Cone
e e hich had mow diveppearcd. . Toe [
temple of Preslum

that the matble columns of t
had bured into Ly watine insecis, was a
clear proul that, alter the buliding of the temple,
the land oo which it sood must have beew sub.
merged beneath the acenn from which it has now
tisen, Bouth these changes in the elevation of the
Jand must have been gradual, as the pilinrs were
sot {ajured; and it was probuble that nefther of
themn extended over & great portion of Jand, It
was only since the beginning of the lxnl o
tn‘r&mu A rational investigation had begun,
with & view of finding owt the laws whick
governed and direcied these phenomen:
elevation and of the 1and, Previous
10 that time it was eupposed that Ihey were a)l
the result of one great cataclysm, which was
usunlly teferred W the recurded fovi.  Now,
however, when they were jouked 82 more deeply,
it was scen that & mighty law, exiending over
immense periods of time, had governed them al),
and all emfusion sedmed (o vanish from them.
Haring meea thal not only was 1bere evidence of
& vast apheavieg cause, bat aisy that it was pro-
bable that the stupendows changes prodeced by it
wete evolved fu accordance with some grand law,
the quesiion mow was, could we ascertain the
manner in which this vast wpheaving cause had
been actisg? In recent times we had some
glimpees of this Jaw,  The rocks with which
had to do were divided Into two clasess,

the mratified and the unstratifed or crystatiine
rocks, The ctystalline rocks appeared to have
protraded from below by some wpheaving
cause, while the dtratified rocks had been laid down
action of the waier, And were constitnied
entirely from the debeis of the crystalline rocks ot
mountain masees,  As these siratified rocks bad
been Iaid down by the action of the waler, we
might be sure that they would disgunally assume
an horisontal fpn-nioo,a view whick was cos-
firmed by the fact that the line of the deposits of
organizstion found in them always corresponded
with the line of stratiicarion, whife it was evident
that swch organimation would be deposited in
: lines, oe rocks were nat mov,
hotrever, found-in an hotizontal podition, but




