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evcningt-hiealth, homle, food, friends, reason, life with ail its accompaniy-ng
mercies-a due appreciation of Nvhichi, shouid fill us with gratitude. The
feyer that laid others upon a bed of pain> to be raised up agrain to find the
heauinua "0,or esght impaired,-thie pestilence that srnote dowvn suddenly
our fellows, causing a ivail of sorrow to gyo up fromr desolate homes and sad-
dened hearts,-the stormn, that swept likze a brooin of destruction, spreading
desolation in its course,-the raging lire, that, devoured in a mnoment the eain-
ings of years of liard toil, and, perlîaps, mny a valued life 1-the earthiquakze,
that lias roeked thousands iii its giant, cradile, and hiushie&their wild cç,, in the
slecp) of death ; firon these, and agctinst ail these, a kind and mercifuil P>rovi-
dence lias preserved you. Shouid these blessings, that '«e sometimes eaul
Uommvîon) be xeceived by us as our riglit, or this exemiption from triai as thougyh
it were our due ? By 11o m-eans. We shou]d have a care here iii our pr'os-
perity, lest we, littie by littie, become iinthianklful. It is saici of theCah-
genians, that whien t1 îeir coiniodities wiere snjall, -liîey used yeariy to senci a
tenth of tiir incomie to Hercules, the peculiar god of the Tyrians ; but, '«heu
they becaine masters of great matters, they fell off littie by littie, until tbey*
sent nothing, and began to coudeiun Hercules, tlîeir god. Let this nieyer be
said of us concerning our God, wlho ioadetil us '«ith beniefits. But the rather
am our riches do increase to hionor Hiîn -%vith our substance, and raise ourselves
up to Hiin by humible aecnowledgýnieiit,, by whose favor it is '«e cnjoy whiat
we have. But let mie reiind you, especiaily, of Spiritual inercies-blessings
of Grâce. Time was '«heu you. had no pleasuire iu the service of God. Once
youi 'ere an alien aud a f'oreigner, but you '«ere broughit "nigli by the biood
of Christ." The joy of that hiour wvill ilever pass froin your ilemory; and,
that you mighit abidie faitithful, and promnote is gloy Gotae> u.apaei
His Church. IlThis is the Lord's doings, and is illarvelous in our eycs."
As a Church, '« -e should olui in thianklsgivingc. The embleins of' the clîurch
are inany. It is calied a buildingt: Christ the foundation-the '< cornee
stonie." For more than eighteen hunidred years this building lias been gyoingi
up-Rising; niot standing stili or crumnblincg to, the foundation, uponl '«hich
another structure muiist begin. The workmneu have not, left off toiiing, or the
Master Builder cominanded them to stop. ilising! The tokzens of Divine
appi7oval have not been withhield, iior the laborers '«ithout reward. iRising!1
Not as rapidly as we -%vould desire, it miay be, wvhere God bas put us to labor
on the '«ail; but over yonder, on the other side, of the building, in yon, neig:,h-
boring city, circuit, or church, the '«ails are going, rapidly up ; many are
beinog converted to God. itising here, too, thank God, althoughi slowly. Of
some in our miçlst it niay lie said, IlThie minl '«as boru lit-re.'>' ]isiing, cespite
the opposition of wicked men and devils, and wvill. continue to rise, wlhile the
great Gospel-day wears on, past its noon-day spiendor, towards the evening
of time. This rand '«ork shall go on un-tfi the last savedl sinner-the last
stone shail be broucght upon the coinpleted structure, and angels shout IlGrace,
grace unto it!" The Chureh lias been comnpared to a vsscl, and '«e sonietiniies
sing, IlWe are out on the ocean sazttzg;" but against this vessel the storms
of persecution have directed their fury. The billows of Infidelity and. Un-


