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A WORD TO OUR FRIFNDS.

ITII enest pr-ayer for the J.iviine blessing, w'e send forth tlieX iirSt 11ui11her Of 'ERNEST CiI1TAiX. eivigthat tir
is ani an])le field for sitch a ublication, auid beinig xnoved

SbY a, sinicere desire to promnote the hig-hest interests Of the

S churcli, we Conlidently CN1)ect thie sui1-)port aud co-operation
S of ail whio long for the prosperity Of Zion. Opinions wvill

differ in regard to thie style of thie magazine, auJ the chiaracter of
iLs contents, bnt WC' tl)ifk that in both respects it wvill conimend itself
tu those ini wvhose estiiation solid worth is of more imiportance thian outwarcl
shlow. Sollie wvill 1 Ùinlc that, as regards topics, WC shiould takze a wider range,
alid give ouïr publication more of a literary and less of a decidedly religions
Lliaracter; but w~hi1e stich a coursei inglt render tlimaie more acceptable
tu tiiose in wliomn. a ixnorbid taste craves a sensatioiial diet, it would deféat the
gýrea1t end we hiave ini view. Our aim is not nierely -co amuse, or to, beguile au
idile 11o11, but to keep steadilly before the churcli the Purpose for ý\viehj God
raised us up as a people, and, if possible, to awaken. a, more eari est love
fur the old truths and the olJ patlîs. Wrec shiah not entirely exellude w'lat
are coiinoiily kinown as Illiterary articles," but thiese wil be kzept subordinate
to oi main desilgn.

Siince the Prospectus -%vas issued, about two weeks agro, wve have received
iiiay words of encouragement. Onie of oui senior ministers -writes :-" I thiis
iiorning received your Circulai, anci approving, as I do xnost heartily, of
tlie enterprise, I (withiout stirringç out of rny rooin) have put my naine down.
for live copies; but wvih1 do what I Cali when. 1 go out to get more.", Anothier
brothier, wiLlh chieering words, sends an order for twventy copies, and says lie will
try to get one0 huildred. Anlothier, or'lering live copies, says :-" I amn very
nîuchel pleased with your Prospectus and programme. I have beenl N'ishing for
soinle years past to sec somnething of the kzind(." Stili another, ordering five
copies, wvrites :-'< I rececived the Prosp)ectus of the IICw Monthly to-day, and


