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11o1 peace, fronit M ho-e stectite ,Iilter

)tir Lord dil îlot dkjaîrt, foîr thle cou-

jictt anîd the vietory, in t il tlî liolir

hittî st rîik iîî Mlic the. law 1 ilittîed

]liîîî to teaqcb, iii whiicli lie miit forth.

to (Io Ilis lleavently Fther's will. As

standing bt iithe 01(1 covenant
aiti tîte new, as closing the line of

Pittrjiirclis, and hieadiiîg tie giland

piîtlanx of tlie saiicLifled wlio woîîld.

,wîlk îftcr Christ, MC behold St.

Joseph, tlîe shadow of the Eternal
Fîitlicr, the guardian of Jetais in Hlis

infant years, the docile instrunment of
tîte lioly Ghost. for the accoiplisli-

nment of woîîders îînd niarvels during

thte unspeakable period of tie hîidden

It i-t a haîppy' plan thiat seo attachîe.,
titi iiîeinory of St. Jostephi, iii lis

fe:'tivali of Niarcli i-ftli, to tîte pludid

coiiinieîîioratioiî of divine itom-er aiîd

uvi sloini litit love, iii thle In cation j)i

ceicltrittetl iii tîte 1' att of tîte Aîîîî iiiei-

tioîl. Thle mint t of tlîe Son (if G~otl
b ecoitie mari is the mnitli Rlso, liV
Citijolic piety, of Ilis Foster Ftter.

Witl faitlifîil d.evotioii, as li1 aîtural

law iii tîte spiritual order, otîr lîcarts
loviigly ttîrîî to St. Josephl, for it is
al iecessary oiitgrowth of otîr faith il,

tîte I ncarnîahion,. This i-tiiîeii(ons
iiys'tery' on M'bieli are built builiaiiit3 's
liole and( salvation, is tlîe ioot, tîte

t-xplîîifatioii, aiid, if necesvary, tie

uii(icatti0n of otîr love foir Outr Blessedl

Motlier. It is iso tlie mot, the
exlîlanation, and, if neceâsary, the

v'iidication of otîr love for St. Joseph.

Hlowever, in this, tlîe first joy fuI

îoystery of the Rosary, St. Joseph

takes no prominetît part, aîîd yet, as

St. Jerome tells us, his place was one,

in a manner necessary, assuredly of

divine appointment, and for grave and

precious reasons-the safe-guarding ol

the bonor of Mary, among men, thc

concealliîîg front the evil Fzpirit of' the
ilstry ' tliat lîid been1 M rotnglt, anid
tuie dlesigniting of the lowly carpeliter

of' Naîzarethli s iiivestc(1 wîitl siich
relatioîiship towardq the adorable

Triiiity, ns neyer hefore hll conte to

mnortal, nor shall they to another.
In the Visitation it is nlot certain thiat

St. Joseph was the companion of the

lllessedl Virgin, for flot orily is St.

Luke, who records the beautiful event,
éilent as ho the holy pntriarch, but

ëolid reaisons are given by emninent

theologians showing the prohability of
bis stay in Nazareth, while the Blessed
Virgiii found protection aîîd an escort
in sortie worthy matron, whose iLi;isit-

avclie hadl secured. The argumient
that St. Joseph mnust have accoil)anied

Our Lally durîing the long, haborious
and soiîiewhat peridous journey over
the bill country frotîn Nazaretht hoel
honte of Zacharv anid El izabethtin ii a
city of Juda," ' i., tiot coiivincing. The

ho or of Maiy did niot require this attein-

hion, neor could St. Joseph have wvell re-

înained for three isîontlis absent froin

his work anid dulies. Assistance, coin-
panionship and protection lie becomi-

ingly provided, anîd thiese suticed.
Ilad hie iiadle thiat îîieînorable trip) and

heard the solenîin w'ords of Elizabeth,
n0 iloubt couhd have troiibled his nîind

after thie retuili to Nazarethî. i
In thîis view, we nîay itot conteniphate

St. Joseph shaîriîîg iii the glaîlness of

tîtat diviuely arraîîgedl meetinîg hie.

tween the mîotlîer of the h3aptist and

AIii i iiii. it,, A4- th,- i1] V ii ii

Nri,ar,-iià, ruid itit, ti, r-trn d (-t i-iîrt thi, H. uit
nu irr lri,- îiuapîti- IX i Tià,tiatttly

ri-îr-ti fruit, <Out- i.iiv tit. ii- uuii iarritî.ii tri it,

te -i tir rai ar (it îrrîý- ci1auîi titS tiýt t.-itii-t
tif tiiV.i-ai Mary ,f Avrta. Hat-vît-r, tut ti
i, noitit trii fl or a diruauatf ti* îuti-in, tht,
resû- îa c hti, aih a î
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