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ffr-roneous Numerical Deductioms forn .Ruclc

>S<one M3onumen*ts?.

Net that fie wonld presume to say that the
Great ?yramid is built of rude stones. Quite
tbe contrary. There bis knowledgo r. an arch-
iteet coxees in to, bis immense -acvantage. But,
leaving tàat safe road, for him, and coming to
xiumbers and mathematics, which are flot bis
forte at ail, he thinks that ail the exact science
recently ascertained to exist in that building,
by the late John Taylor, niyself, and others, is
based ou such total uncortaiutv, or utter wide-
ness of numerical ineasures,that anythinghow-
ever absurd and impossible, might bec establish-
ed in the saine manner. Accordingly, lie starts
th8 tbeory that, on just the saine principle as 1
have proceced upon at the Great Pyramid, hoe
is justified iu sayiug that the rudo stone circles
were set out by their builders to be either 100
-feet, or 100 nietres, ia diameier.

The intended pungency of the satire here, re-
uld(îes ln Mr. Fergusson knýwing well that the
metre is a new standard of measure lu the earth,
invented only 80 years ago by the philosophers
of Paris;~ therefore, it could no possibly have
been in vogue among these rude circle builders
1300 years ago. But yet, says Mr. Fergusson,
Piazzi Smyth's methofis at the Pyraniid justify
me in sayiucr so, tlioîiyli I (Io not believe it!1
and accordingly, through ail the rest of bis book,
lie frequently alludes to znany of the stone cir-
cles, in thinly dsgczuised contemiptuous phrase, of
the Pyraniid ieilly, as 100 inetre~ circles.

Rxa.ctîzcss of ('u2tilon ami ,SciP)?CC imiplied

inr Ille Grie«t Pyr«w id.

As tiiere is only roomi here for a very littie
on this topic, just to give a taste of the whole
-I take the plan of the sinali aide-cham&-er to
the central King's Chaaiber.deep) in the interior
oftlîc Gteat Pyraxnid. Itis 41-5 miobes broad,
and 116-26 juches, long. But theze is the fur-
tber peculiarity about the leîîgth, that p~art of
it is -in granite and part in limestone;- and the
granite portibn which is,fürther, equal in length
to the heiglit of a tbick- granite wainscot on the

East aide of the room, is iu length 10-3-03, or
to go to, greater refinement, very recently at-
taincd, 103-033 iuches (these luches being of
the Pyramld, which are larger than the British
inches by one-thousaudth part, or hait' a hair's-
breadth.)

So far, the above nunibers are merely the
measure of the simple fact. But can any rea-
son be assigned for the facts nieaauring thbese
q1iautities of luches, dowu to a particular fiac-
tion ln tenths, hundredths, and even thous-
andths, viz., juar. 116-2ô and 103-033, neither
lesa nor more by e hair'à-breadth ; and certainly
not by any large fraction of au inch, not to say
anythlng of Mr. Fergutssçou's blgger and rouglier
unit of a foot

A. reason, as asked for, can lie assigned. And
in the exactness of the aLswer, aeon to the
thousandths of au inch, ail men may Sec that
-we have here got holil of something very dif-
fereut from Mr. Fergussou's bluudering 100
nietre circles, '-9, 30, 40 or nicre feet too largeA
or too sm.ail.

It was long after I had publhshed the mea-
sures t'rom which the above îîurbers of I1626,
103-033 are derived, but without my having
the smallest idea what they meant, that Oapt.
Traccy, R. A., was privileged to discer-

1. Thab one of the 103-033 measures being
vertical, and the nther horizontal, and both
coniing to and enclosing one rectangular corner,
thç,y typiffed the area of a square ; of which
square ecd side == 103-033 inches in length.

2. That the area of that square was Dredisely
equal to the area of a circle ha-ring thýe lcngthi
of the wholf, floor, or 116-26 inches for dia-
inetér. And

3. These two things togetlier forin an illus-
tration, lu the oldest building in the world, long,
long' efore science. began to lie cultivated by
mankind, of that notable probleni, w~hich suli-
sequent men puzzled their brains over for full-
3000 years before they approached the true
answer to, viz., Uie squaringy of the circle ; and
which is further illuztrated iu the external
figure of the wvhole of the Great Pvramid, but
of no other pyraxuid, wvhether iu Egypt or auy-
wbere else.

That was surely a very remarkable rcsult to
lie able to draw out of xneroly tbrpe measlares
taken lu the little ante-chaînher of the ancient
Great Pyramid ; and it was drawn, too, out of
their diffei:ences froni, or proportions to, ecd
other. But since then it bas been found that
other results as noteworLhy for their higli sci-
ence <tlioussnds of years, before men Lad begun
to seek for thc sanie resuits elsewhere) follow
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