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God bas sealed his own people with the Floly Spirit of promise.
God’s word is the production of God’s Holy Spirit. It is equally
true thathis work is also.

Why should it be thoughta thing incredible that the Holy Spirit
is active as the efficient agent of man’s salvation? He muved upon
the face of the waters and formed creation, Shall the greater work
of salvation be effected without him? An arm almighty was neces-
sary to make atonement for sin and to bring in an everlasting right-
eousness for man.  Will it not require an almighty arm to apply the
atonement, and to make the death of the Son of God eftectual,
¢‘that of those which his Father bad given him none should be lost?”
God’s word is a precious treasure, but it is precious because the Spirit
opens our understandings that we may understand the scriptures.
Without the Spirit the word would bea dead letter, as it really is to
thousands who have it in their hands. God honors his word by
accompanying it withhis Spirit. Tt is the Spirit that makes it sharp
and two-edged. Without it the word neither cuts nor pierces. 1fthe
world has been standing not quite 6000 years, as some say, then
nearly half that time it was without the written word ; yet doubtless
many thousands (I hope many millions) went to glory without the
word. The Spirit made direct revelations to their souls, and pointed
them through along vista to an expected Saviour. Do 1, then,
make void the word? God forbid! Yea, I establish the word. It
is because the Spirit of God sustains it, that it is more stable than
heaven aud earth. To conclude, my brother, show me thy faith
wrought by the word, and I will show thee my faith wrought by the
Spirit through the word. :

When I began I meant to write a short epistle, somewhat explana-
tory of your paragraph respecting me. I’ve lengthened it out. Be
it sv. Take it, and let it go for what it is worth. Perhaps you may
hear from me again upon other points. '

Dear brother, the .above contains some hasty effusions on some
points in which we difler. 1 have not even copied them ; yet I be-
lieve I will venture to let them go for what they are worth, eitherinto
your old or new publication. Y ou have the advantage of most men
in point of style ; but if any discussion should take place between
us, I hope it will be with 2 sole view to elicit truth, and not for
mastery. I hope also it will be accompanied by prayer and a holy
temper.

Yours affectionately,
‘ ROBERT B. SEMPLE.

@hristians ought to be particularly on fheir guard against tam-
pering in any degree with the Word of God. We should never
forget, that when we are explaining any expression of Seripture,
we are treating of what are the very words of the Holy Ghost, as
much as if they had been spoken to us by a woice from heaven,



