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val of the Commodore. Much depends
upon what these vessels may do for the pro-
tection of life and property on these islands.
We have drawn up a memorial to the Com-

modore, ealling attention to the outrazes .

comumitted by the heathen on British sub-
jects in the mission service, and on natives
emploved by them.  Unless these, the re-
presentatives of Her Britanic Majesty, do

something to turn the tide, the insolence of |

the heathen, in sgme places, will know no
bounds. At present, they hoastinzly count
the number of foreigners with whom they
have made war, with impunity !

A day or two and we expect to return
again to Fate, to our beloved work and
home.

Allthe missionaries are well. Mr. Robert-
son is doing we!l mmong the natives. They
look on him as a personal friend, he is so
kin1 and gentle with them.

Mr. Geddie’s natives are longing for his
rveturn,—and, no doubt, he is longing to
return to them. Yours, sincerely,

. MoRrriso~.

Letter from Rev. J. D. Gordon.

Dillon’s Bay, Erromanqa,
Awngust 29th, 1865.
Rev. J. Bay~e,

Dear Sir,—The *“ Amateur > Captain
Longmuir, bound for China, is in Dillon’s
Bay at present. He and his wife, who is
with him, are members of Dr. Steel’s con-

gregation, Sydney. The Capt. brought me |

my hoat sa‘e and sound.

I have not heard a word from or of vou
for scveral months. A mail for the group,
however, which came when I was absent,
may contain some letters, It was sent on
to Amneiteum, so I shall not know for some
time yet about the contents.

TROUBLES.

o« have still to record the goodness of
the Lord which cudureth ever. “Good-
ness and merey all my life,” &c., ought to
be, if it is not, the matter of my song ; not-
withstanding murky skies angd stormy wea-
ther. The last few months have been
troublous, and the past week unusnally ex-
citing. On Thursday the 24th July, the
Dayspring sailed hence for Tana, and an-
chored at Black Beach next day. The first
thing necessary was to catch the bell-wether,
which was done when the chief of the' place
came off. Afier this we went on shore and
through him Mr. Paton addressed 2 number
of the people in the school-house. Next
day, Sahbath, just after the commencement
of the service, a boat from a trading vessel
came to the shore, and that had more at-
traction for the poor souls than our presence
or words. The chiet would not translate
as the people were urging him to let them

2o, and soon off thav went. Tt was propos-
ed to sail on Monday morning before day-
light, at which information the chief was so
sutky that he would not accompany us to
the beach. The vessel remained; much
was bought and sold, chiefly yams and sow
pigs.  So we lefc them in good humor.

Ou Tuegday we went off Umirarakar,

!
and Ianded for a short time. The rocks
around the inhospitable shore awoke re-
miniscences of a very touching character.
It was not deewmed advisable to venture off
the shore.
PORT RESOLUTION,

On Wednesday we were off Port Reso-
lution. A native taken from Sydney had
been left at Mr. Matheson’s station ; an-
other for this place had died after a long
sickness, at 2 o’clock the preceeding night
and was buried in the morning near his
own home. He, of course, received the con-
tinuous attentions of Mr. Paton, and we
can say, at least, that he died not heyvond
the boundary of hope. It was a trving
time for poor Mr. Paton. It was espevially
so when we concluded not to enter the port ;
some were for passing by it altogether.—
Intercourse was held with Nowar, a friecndly
old chief who stuck by him in the day of
his adversity, and who was, on the first
opportunity which atforded, well rewarded
for his tidelity. Another lad subject to fits
was left, or left of his own accord, at the
port. At dusk we bore away for Aniwa.
The Dayspring was freighted with at least
one heavy heart. Al things considered
the visit was not fitted to give bucyancy to
the spirits of our brother, or svothe his
crushed feelings,

ANIWA,

At Aniwva Mr. Paton and I landed—T,
chiefly to se2 some Eromangans who were
there, tenin all.  Qur reception was civil.
A squall overtook us as we neared the ves-
sel, and she was in danger of being stranded,
but the Lord delivered us. This is the se-
cond time we weve nearly wrecked on this
little island. The state of Fotuna, all
things counsidered, was encouraging, I
weald choose that island were I disengaged
from this one.

1 do not know that our meectings on
Aneiteum, of conference, would be charac-
terized as a great success.

VESSELS OF WAR.

The mission vessel has cost, and is cost-
ing much time, as well as £1200 stg. an-
nually. No doubt she is nceded, and had
we half a dozen more men her services
would be requircd in this group all her time.
Very likely after the extensive machinery
connected with her hegins to play with less
creaking, and curiosity is fally satisfied, the
times will be reversed, viz., that she will
Le eight months in the islands and four in



