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Societies, of about 250. It is cause of niucli regret tbat thc Pro-
portion of these, wlho have responded to (ie invitations and are
]lkd-y to attend, is so small; but the length of' the voyage, the
tliîne that it necessairily nust oecnpy, and tuie very few frcps
sages placed at the disposai of the Committee bave ail in sonie
degcree contributed to lessen the -nuinber. The fact of the Bni-
tisli As-ýociation holding its ineeting dtuning the saine inonth, and
the engagement so xnany of the European celebîlties have con-
tracted in respect thereof, has also been a great drawback totbe,
attendance of the foreigrners invited. But we are prond to say
that among those whom we have good reason to expect -%vill be
present on the occasion, are Sir R. J. Mtirchison, Director general
of time Geologtical Stirvey of Great Britain ; Col. W. J. Hlamilton,
M. P., eX-P)1'side3It of the Geological Society of London ; Dr.
Seamnan, delegate frorn the Linuean Society of London; and Sir
Wm. Ilooker, of the Royal Botainical Gardens.

]3efore concluding this brief notice of an Association which we
are now so ýactively preparing to receive, it may he well to, reply
to a question wvhjcI sonie wîilI be sure to ask, viz: how this Asso-
ciation differs from its fellows, and 'wbat pectiliar means it lias of
awakeningr and directing to scientific purposqes the power of the
soCial spirit; or why, wlhen there were so many old and new
societies for the advancernent of science, it was thoughit necessary
and expedient te eal[ this socicty into being. To say that in this
respect it has but followed the example set it by the older and
inore celebrated institution in our IntImer land, would, to ail whio
understand Ltme benefits and advantagres accruing Le science and
the world at large from the laibot' of the members of that distin-
gniqhed association, be explanation enotigh, especially when
added !to the fact that wve live in a eoinparatively new country,
and th-at in scientifie investigation and research we are but begin-
ners. Buit it is well to condescend a ]ittle more, and in doing so,
in preference to any language of our own, we condense and apply
that made use of by Sir Win. Hamilton when answering similar
queries made elsewhere.
'*The American Association, then, as an.Association, differs in iLs

magnitude and universality from ail lesser and more local socie-
ties. What they do upon a smiall scale, it does upon a large;
-what others do for Montreai, Toronto, or New York, this does for
the whole American continent. Its gigantic arms stretch everi
to Europe qond India ; and the joy with which it welcomes Lo its

231


