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* merely, on stones instead of bread ; and the work ‘of destructive criticism

must cnd at Jast,

This rebuilding of the broken gods and ruined temples, the restoration
of the broken unity of faith and reason, is, according to Professor Caird, the

t problem of philosophy, and the particular work it is now called

upon to perform, Standing before the ruins of the beautiful world his own
criticism has destroyed, the philosopher must undertake the further task of’
buliding it up in his own soul again, in a new and higher form. Professor
Caird shews little sympathy for the hypotheses of the materialist, which
reduces consciousness, thought, ang will to the level of mere physical phe-
nomena, making even their existence an insoluble problem, and the sub-
jective idealist, which reduces all experience to a series of states of the indi-
vidual soul, or for the self-c diction of the agnostic, that we know that
we can know nothing. The problem of philosophy, he claims, is not
merely to construct 2 logical theory of the universe beyond experience :
¢ The task of philosophy is to gain, or rather perhaps to regain, such a
¢ view of things as shall reconcile us to the world and ourselves.”

Admitting the principles on which the Positive Philosophy is based—the
limitations of man’s powers, and the imperative wants of his moral being—
Professor Caird rejects the system of Comte as inadequate, illogical, self-
contradictory, and uniting all the difficulties of both extremes it would
avoid—the difficulties of an absolute philosophy, which scems to go beyond
the limits of human knowledge, "and the difficulties of a scepticism which
leaves the moral and intellectual life of man without a principle of unity.
‘*1f,” he argues, * philosophy is incapable of a universal synthesis.,” as
Comte declared, *“it cannot make any synthesis atall. If it admit any
* absolute division, whether between the ego and the non-ego, or between
““man and nature, or cven between the finite and the infinite, it is driven
““of ity into sceptici: Unless it ile us with the universe, it
¢ cannot even reconcile us with ourselves. If we cannot—know God, we
“ cannot know anything” Professor Caird is fully alive to the difficulties
inthe way of such a task, and has the rare merit of stating them fairly, Be-
tween science and religion,h r—the universal religion of Christianity,—
he sees no impassable barrier. Man must accept the facts of his fimtelife; but
as a self-conscious being ¢ who knows the world in relation to the self, and
who, th:erefore, cannot but realize more or less distinctly the urity of all
things and of the mind that knows them, he must equally reject any attempt
to confine him to the finite world.” The scientific impulse itself presup-
poscs an idea of truth as the ultimate unity of being and knowing, which
in all our inquiries into the laws of the universe we can only develop and
verify. Tt is the consciousness of this unity that makes the apparent discord
of things with each other a mystery, as the practical impulse, whenever
it goes beyond a g for the satisfaction of i di wants,
“¢implies the presence in our minds of an idea of an absolute good, which
¢¢is at once the realization of the self, and ofa divine purposein the world.”

TABLE TALK.

Mr. Morley has retired from the editorship of the Fortnightly Review,
and it is announced that Mr. T. H. S. Escott has accepted the position.
Mr. Morley was appointed editor of the Fall Mall Gazette when it changed
hands and sides in politics some time ago.

Readers of Carlyle's ¢ Diury of his Irish Tour” will be interested to
know that there exists in MSS. a diary of a visit he made to Paris after the
Revolution of 1848, which contains sketches of several of the notable states-
men of that time.,

A new work by Mr, Edward Jenkins hasj 1ust nppgarcd, bearing the hllc :

— Paladin of Finance: C porary 3 1 of the
work is appearing asa fenilletors in La Republic Franram. :
The admirers of Mr, Herbert S throughout the Dominion will be
pleased to 1=arn that he is expcctcd to attend the mcetmg in Montreal of

the American Association for the Ad of

Gentlemen still living can remember when the Kilmarnock edition of
Burns' poems could be picked up at an old book-shop for sixpence. To-
day we see a copy advertised for £50 sterling ; and Dr. Laing’s copy, con-
taining some marginal notes by the poet, was sold last year for £96. Itis
an interesting fact, r , that an autograph of the ish peasant
usually commands a larger price than that of any crowned head whose
manuscript has come down to us,

It is not generally known that Mr. Grant Allen, whase writings have
attracted so much merited dation of late, isa Canadi He repre-

sents three of lhc nationalities that go to form the people of Canada, His ’

PR

f\ther, an Iri by birth, pies the hosp of Alwington
in the suburbs of ngclon, where Mr. Grant Allenwas born.  His mother
is a Grant, and therefote of Scotch descent on her father’s side ; but her
mother represented the family of De Longueuil,. one of the oldest of the
Canadian soblesse, its patent of nobility having been conferred by the Grand
Monarque.

Captain  Conder and Lieutenant Mantell, R.E., have returncd from
Eastern Palestine to England, bringing with them the map of a large dis-
trict, covering 500 square mllcs of country, wuh avery large quantity of
notes, plans, drawings, and photogray g the antiguities of Moab
and Gilead. Captain Cond-r will p i at once to ge these fal
for publication. He has also brought with him 2 considerable quantity o
notes and additional information made by himself and his party in Western
Palestine, These will be included inthe next volume of the Society’s work,

The Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies has given its support
toa proposal to reproduce by photography the cclebrated Laurentian
Codex of Sophocles at Florence. It is hoped to obtain one hundred sub-
scribers among private individuals and public libraries, at £6 each.

Mademoiselle Dosne (the Paris correspondent of the Daily News) has

Phxlosophy, he thus argues, mny begin its work by vindicating the religi

as presupposed in the very consciousness of lhe finite, which
at present often claims to exclude it altogether, or to reduce it to an erpty
apostle of the unknown and unknowable., And he finds in Christianity,
which brings 10 light *“the idea of the unity of man as sphitual with an
“¢ absolute spirit,” notwitt ding the ever—ch forms in which itmay
e y to exp! it,ay ciple of universal hesis, which is ade-
quate to the task of solving thc dnlﬁcdlues suggested by the ncreasing knosw-
ledge. At the same time, Philosophy must come into close relation with
the work of science, shewing that its facts and laws are capable of a higher
interpretation than that which has been drawn from them by those who
have attended to these facts and laws alone.  **It must emerge from the
¢ region of abstract principles, and shew that it can deal with the manifold
¢ results of empirical science, giving to each of them its proper place and
¢ value.”

Men ar¢ near waking when they dream that they dream, Novalis has
said ; and there is hope for a speedy solution of difficult problems when
once they are clearly defined. Profe Caird's address is, therefore, a most
timely uiterance upon an all.important subject. It is ncedless to add that

found a portfolio containing & number of notes in M. Thiers’s lundwntmg,
forming a history of his time. They include da of y
ideas that occurred to him, dotes, and sketches of celebrated men with
whom he was personally acquainted. There are portruits of Louis Philippe,
Sir Robert Peel, Jacques Lafitte, Lord Normanby, and Louis Napoleon,
written after the coup &at.  Mdlle. Dosne recoils from publishing these
notes, but the literary executorsof M. Thiersurge her to bring them out or
to deposit them in a scaled packet at the National Library, with directions
for them to be printed hereafier.,

At the sale of the Hamilton Palace Collection several fine pictures were
disposed of at large prices, several of the most important being bought for
the National Gallery. The sum of 4,050 guincas was paid for 2 landscape
by Hobbema, and Rubens’ ¢ Daniel in the Den of Lions” fetched 4,900

guineas. The great contest was over the large work of Batticelli, ¢ The -

Assumption of the Virgin,” which was acquired by the trustces of the
National Gallery for £4,777 10s. **The Adoration of the Magi,” by
Botticelli, brought 1,550 guineas; the Andrea Mantegna mono-chrome,
S and Aut * 1,700 guil ;the Giorgionc“SloryotMmha,"

it possesses in an eminent degree those high qualities of profound though
cleamess of insight, and felicities of cxpression, that are so characlcnsuc of
all the works of the accomplished author.

1,350 gui 3 the small p i ibuted to L £525; and
the large work of Tntorctzo. #Christ Washing the stcnpla Feet,” xso
guinzas,
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