thelr claims, and that thev wouid retain
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TROUBLE IN THE YUKON,

There Is golug to be serfous trouble in
tho Yukon district. i the information
contuined fn u private letter from Clou-
dyke can bo relied upon (says the Vie-
torin Timzs). ‘I'he peaceful Canadians
who have claims on the Clondyke will
likely be compellod to use guns to de-
fend thelr property against unsctupulous
Americans, who bolieve that in the far-
off Yukon district they can set Briush
law at doflance. There is no reason %o
doubt the reliability of the wnformation
coutainea in the letter, as the sender
was once a prominent British Columuia

“merchant, who has always been careful
ubout bis statements. He Is at present
ut Uondyke, whore he holds vue of thuse
fabulouely rich claims that yield hun-
dreds of dollurs to euch bucketful of
gravel. This very richness is the canse
of the excitoment.

. Circle City, which is in American ter-
ritory, has been infested with the worst
characters in the United States fugi-

“tives from justice, who find there im-
wmunity from punishment for their past
crimés. When the only discovered placer
grounds were in the vicinity of Circle
City, they were very jealous about their
rights, and protested ugainst any Cana-
dinn taking up a clatm in Amerlcan
territory, where according to the law,
twenty ucres were allowed for a placer
cluim. When the discoveries were made
on the Clondyke and adjacent strea::as,
Inspector Constantine, of the mnunted
police, who acts for the Dominion gov-
ernmont, allowed each claimholder to
stake off 500 feet by 600 feet, or about
siX acres. For reglstering this he
charged S15—three times the ordinary
fee.

'.‘Thess claims soon turned out to e

onormously rich, and the news of the .
discoverles soon reached Circle City.
The tough elemont soon crossed into
Canadian terrftory, and, taking advan- !
tagoof the liberal Canadian mining luws,
which allow Americans to take up claims |
in Canadian territory, they prospected
for claims for themselves. ‘I'hoy soon
found, hewever, that thoy were too late, '
becaunse all of the gronnd had been
staked off long before they left Circle
City. Theun these men began clamoring
that too much land had been allowed for
each clalm, and boldly iIntimated that
unless the resident authorities decreased
the size of tho clafms, they would nso
force.

The lottur stated that Inspector Con-
staptine and his little band of police
*would be powerless to cope with nearly
one thousund desperate characters, who
are well armed. Tho miners in Cana-
dian territory, however, were deter-
wined that whetner they were justitied
in holding so much land or not, they
would not surrender any in order to
satisfy the unwarranted demands of un-
scrupulous foreigners. They hald that
they paid a treble fee for registering

wise.  If necessary. these miners would
shoulder their guns 1o assist Inspector
Constantine and his police in maintain-
ing the Inw,

From what is hnown of Luspector Con
stantine. he will <tand no nonsense, and
cannot be frightened by the threats of
unprincipled adventurers, If necessary,
he world swear in specinl constables to
quell any disturbance,

PERSONAL.

Wanten Watkius, Howe sound, who
owWhS a4 vumbor of clauns there, 18 tn the
vity, where he will spend some time,

William Jones, who is deeply tuter-
ested jn Cariboo properties, lefy for that
district on Wednesday morning.

Percy Whitworth and a party have
left for the mountains beyond the hoad
of Harrison lake on a prospecting tour.
‘T'hey will be gone for about four weeks.

W. Kent and oarty have returned
from a prospecting trip up Stave Inke
and through the mountains toward Har-
rizon lake. The party made a number
of finds.

Mr. John MacQuitian, vne of the lead-
ing mining men of Vancouver, accom-
panied by Dr. Carroll and others. left
here yesterday for the Slocan. to be
absent about three weeks.

Mr. John A. Veach, superintondent of
the Fern Gold Mining and Milling Co.,
went up to the mine un the 15th inst.,
to take charge of the installation of the
stamp mill and concentrating plant.

Samuel Hodges has taken up quarters
at the Sherman house, and placed on ex
hibition a large number of samples of
high-grade ore. He 1s accompunied by
James Cannon. ‘Phey oxXpect to leave
for Victoria on Sunday next.

The Critic office was favored this
week with a visit from one of San Fran-
cisco’s leading merchants, Mr. A. Rep-
sold, senior wmember of the firm of A.
Repsold & Co.  While the gontleman is
not directly connccted with mining mat-
ters, he sought information which he
proposes to disseminate among Califor-
nians, as Inquiries ure being {requently
made of visitors to British Columbia
concerning our mining prospects and
resources. e considers that business
Is fmproving to a great extent along the
north-western coast.

C. D. Rand returned on Sunday from
a trip to Chicavo, New York, Boston,
Buffalo, Montreal, Toronto and Ottaws.
He says that the interost tuken in the
Kootenays by the people in the east has
largely Increased since his last visit,
He thinks this I8 1ue to the proving up
of several properties. and the good re-
sul’s obtuined from qhe mines that are
being sctually worked. In New York,
Boston aud Chicugo Investors were walit-

ing till tho experfinental stage has passed.
Mr. Rand Is assured that many leading
Investors of those citfes will visit British
Columbia during the coming summer. If
they are as favorably Impressed in pro-

portion by what they see as they hwve
hean hy what thov have bhoewd PR

Union Steémship Co., of B.C., Lid.

Head Office an Whaxf
VANCOUVER, B.OC.

Norshern Sattloxients—SS. Comox sulls
from Compuny's Wharf overy Tuesdny
at 9 a. m. for Bowon Island, Howe
Sound, 8cchelt, Jervis Inlot, Froock, Tax-
ader  Istund, Lund. Hernundo Islaud
Cortez Island, Read Isluu(l‘ Valdez Tsland
Shonl Bay, Phillips Arm, Frederick Arm,
Thurlow Island, Loughborough Inlut,
Salmon River, Port Noville, and ssalls
vvery Friday at 3 pan. for way ports and
Shoul Hay, calling nt Bute Inletevery six
weeks, .

" Rivers Inlet and Naas River S$8.Coqult.
lam suils on $th ana 22nd of euch month
and will pruceed to any part of the Coust |
should indacemonts offer, \

Moodyville and North Vancouver Xeorxy--
Lenves Moodyville: 8, 0:16, 10:45 12, novn,
4 and 545 p. m. Loaves Vancouver :
8:35, 10, 1120, 115 p.m., 3.15, 5.15 and 6.2,
Culilng At Nor'h Vancouver vach way,
oxcopting tho noon trip..

Xreight Steamers--S8, Caplluno and 9. 8,
Coquitiam, cupacity 300 tons, D.W.

Tugsanad Scows nlwasuvallablo for towing
and fretghting businoss. Lurge Atoragu
accommaodation on company’s wharf,

H. D”.RLING,

. Manager.
. Tolephoue 94, . i

Ho Rook and Good Bhifting.

. HICKS -+ BROS.
, HACKS, CARBIAGES & EXPRESSES

' HACKS ON STAND DAY AND NIOMT
. Corner of Cordova and Abbott S'reets ...

Stand Tel. 246 Ntable Tel, 326

| e DOUGALL HOUSE.....
. Located tn the Centre of the Oity
 Headquartors for Miners and Loggers
_ BURTON & BLACKSTONE, Propa.

{ Abbott Strset - -

Vancouver, 8. 0.

Reed's -
- Pharmacy

Corner of Hastings
1 and Granville Sts.,

| Vancouver, B.C.

! ' ) . .
l Surpass Patent Medicines
| and Represent the Result

| of Thirty Years Prac-

! trcal Expesience.

‘TMiners and

Prospectors

Supplied with Useful,.
Handy and Compact:
Remedies Available for
Lmergencies, * at Most

i Reasonable Prices.




