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SIR OLIVER'S DEAL.
s was to be oxpuctea the press differ
iderably o4 to the motives, ohfects,
d probable results of the Ontario Pre-
or's dicker with the Prohibitionists
t week. In the main, however, there
e but two general views—the party
pers calling it & measley trick or a
ine inspimatio.  mocording to their
itical leanings. The Globe may bo
en to fully express the views of the
pvernment supporters, and it hails the
mpact with a shout of triumwph, thus:—

To say that the interview with the
overnment was satisfactory to the Pro-
bitionists would he umlunmlin? the
wias  plain  that Sir Oliver
announcement  was - received

ith intense enthusiasm. He doclared
t if the final decision of the courts
that the Legislature could prohibit
e, he would, in the session (ollowing
e decision, introduce a bill for that
rpose. 1f the decision is that the
- ture has jurisdiction to pass only
partial prohibitory law, he will intro-
ce such a bill as the decision will
rrant, unless the power is 8o limited as
be ineffective from a temperance stand-
int. The announcement is & momen-
me and s nother long stage in
“rm:{ toward prohibition. A

of people have asked for it ; the
vernment is pledged to carry out their
11 if the law allow. Even if the deci-
be adverse, the proceedings will have
en far from useless, for the prohibition-
will be able to move upon Ottaws
ith two powerful arguments, the removal
all legal doubt, and the emphatic voice
the people of Ontario, of Manitoba,
d Prince Edward Island. In the
ntime, however, the fight is in the
wvincial arena, and the energies of tho
hibiti i ick by

great | ay ot be the best that could have been

! 1f any Conservatives have been flatter- |
| ing themselves that Sir Oliver's advane- |

| ing age would render him an easy victim, |
uwy.fnvu only to look at the adroit way 1
in which he has managed the prohibition- |
ists to sce that the old man not lost |

any of his cunning, for a clev .cer piece of |
stratagem has curely been seen in Cana
dian politics.  Last sessic .. in favor
of prohibiting the sale of liquor mustered
in strong force and Mr. Marter, as an |
exponent of their views, introduced a bill |
which would have stopped the retail |
trade. Tt was an awkward dilemma for |
Sir Oliver, who had declared m han |
once that his party was not a pro m |
party, to be confronted with a messure |
li\m this, backed up by men who were |
evidently in earnest. k{ut he was oqual
to the oceasion. He promised the tem. |

rance pour:ul plebesc ‘2 on prohibition |
if they woul

they took the bait and went home to pre
pare for the f h

not bother him then, and | *

ment is given which he does not expect ;
and, third, a ise which amounts to

in the event of the decision
which he does expoct. In cither case,
the promise significantly stops short
intrcducing the bl 1t will be interest

ing to hear what temperance people think |

of the answer when they have coolly con-
sidered it.

Evidently i Conservative organ does
not expect ar, thing good to come out of
Nazareth even while freely admitting
that there are no flies on Mowat. It is
the less free perhaps in its coud - »ation
from toe fact, that it doosn't quite know
where it stends itself on this same ques-
tion. Pwrty exigensies have to be con-
idered

The Mail contents itsc!f with the fol-

y of
them honestly belicving, that, if they
showed a good majority for prohibition,
Sir Oliver would give them some legisla-
tion at the approaching session.

They carried & very large majority of
the votes polled, and the convention
this week was to see what Sir Oliver was
going to do wbout it. And right here
comes i7 the touch of the master hand in
political cunning. It was going to be
awkward for *he Premier to do anything
before the elections, yot he must rotain
the vote s of the temperance people, so he
has put them off again, and done it in
such & way that most of them seemed for
the mon 'nt to be pleased at it ! Asa
well-plauncd proliminary, such wily poli-
ticians as J. J. Maclaren and F. 8.
Spence had » hand in shaping the resolu
tion with which their friend Sir Oliver
was to be approached, while the latter
had his answer carefully out and dried
and typewritten beforehand. THe audi-
ence was captured—** and all went merry
a8 & marriage bell.”

It might be well, when the deputation
have had time to cool down, for them to
sit down and puzzle out just what Sir
Oliver has  promised. hen & man
speaks off-hand to a deputation, and out

the fulness of his heart makes promises
to them, it may be unfair to criticize his
exact' words, for in such cases the words

used o express the meaning, and much
must depend on the general tenor. But
when a wily lawyer, knowing that he has
# difficult subject to tackle, sits down
deliberately with his Cabinet of lawyers
around him to plan out an answer, and
presents it to the deputation like a legnl
document, it is to be taken as certain
that it contains just what he intends to
promise, and nothing more mar be ex-

en what does Sir Oliver's
answer contain? It does not promise

ists will be
eral election which is at hand. ey
wve never before been able to enter
wn a contest with hope so abundant or
th the issue so clearly dofined.
Viewed in the light of party tactios the
bove is ably written and commendably
bulous. 1t is untrue, of course, that

ked for it " (prohibition), but ( s little
parture from the strict line will be
nply atoned for in the Reform mind by
e cheerful hint that, failing anything
they will be reinforced **to move
Ottawa.” We have a haunting

a great majority of the people have | will

diate action, nor even action when
the Supreme Court has docided, but
shelves the whole matter until a judg-
ment of the Privy Council is ruclu-i
whenever that may be. After that the
g:miu is in two parts. First, if the

lowing to Sir Oliver's political
wagucity

Sir Oliver Mowat has dealt very ably
with the prohibition question. His reply
to the deputation which waited upon him
on Tuesdny was a wodel worthy indeed
of Mr. Gladstone, that great master of
political tactics, who oan make in 8 most
definite way stuiements which upon close
investigation trequently mean very little.

The World which the day after the
Plebescite clamored for a big reduction in
licenses, now cudgels the Premier for pro-
posing to follow its advice in this way :

The Globe on the 10th of last wonth
itated that the resuit of the present agita-
don in Provineial politics would likely be
a change of representatives rather than o
change of Government. Sir Oliver is
losing no opportunity to muke the

ro-

phecy true. He doesn’t cure whoi re-
runnutivu are elected or wl old
riel to the

nds and ln‘:pnmn he thros

dogs provided his Governmen: tained
in power. Yesterdny he u e fiwst
move to keep himself an Govern-
ment in harmony with the «cosentatives

thut in his opinion are likely to be re-
turned at the coming genersl election.

Representatives may change but the
Government must remain. That's Sir
Oliver's watchword.

He made a bargain with the Prohibi-
tionists yesterday whereby Lo agreed to
kick overboard the liquor iuterest that
has been so_instrumental in keeping him
in power. Next week he will throw out
a sop to the Patrons of Industry. He
will probably concede the principle of
local instend of provincial appointment of
county officials.  Later on we may expect
to see him beguile the P.P. A.'s by graut-
ing the ballot in Separate school vlections,
and by otherwise treading on Archbishop
Cleary's toes. This is the line of action
Sir Oliver has adopted. presentatives
may change. e Government alone
must remain. The principles of twenty
years count for nothing when it is a
question of the Government retaining its
grip on office,

Becond, if the decision only grants power
to give partial prohibition, he ln-phom a
ise with a string to it to introduce a

ie to introduce legislation if a judg- | which followed the adaption of the Scott

|

|

» st

Act in so many counties—a general de-
mand for mpufv Should the Privy Coun-
cil decide that the power to prohibit
resides with the Dominion Parlia
exclusively, there will be a grand exodu
of Tories from the prohibition ranks.

The Hawilton Spectator sees the string
attached to the promise and puts its views
tuorsely

Sir Oliver has never done anything in
htforward way, and does not seem
ta be able to. In his carefully prepared
answer to the prohibitionists he has st
tached a string to his profise, by which
he can pull ll‘ﬁwl when political exigency
deman Either the guileless prohibi
tionists did not see this string, or, seeing
it, professed to be satisfied, in order that
the temperance vote might remain with
their friend Sir Oliver,  “ I will give you
a8 much prohibition,” says the wily little
Christian statesman, **as the courts per-
mit me to give—provided 1 and my wicked
partners deem such legislation to b effec-
tive from a temperance standpoint.”
There's the whole promise.

The Lundon Advertiseg, of course,
shouts for joy, while the Free Preas lsughs
at the idea of there being anything serious
ir. Sir Oliver's promise. Now, we do not
agreee with any one of these declarations
and to correctly size up the situation pre-
ceding events must be taken into con-
sideration, From the time of the repoal
of the Scott Act until the opening of the
Legis' ture last spring, the prohibition
cause had gone on in the usual rut. The
I i 1 were acquiring in-
formation on the subject, and the generl
run of temperance people were content to
await the publication of that informarion.
What lifted the agitation out of the rut
was the action of Mr. G. F. Marter, M.P,
P., by the introduction of his now famous
bill to prokibit retail salc in the Province.
Mr. Marter's object in this was plainly
political. He thought to cut the ground
out from under the Government's feet
with the temperance people. To that end
he rallied around him the Advanced
Prohibitionists, and it must be admitted
strove valiantly to attain his end.

But he was out-generalled from the
start.  With Sir Oliver's astutencss on
the one hand and the outside manipula-
tion of J. J. Maclaren and F. 8. Spence
on the other he never stead a chance of
success. The Plebescite resolution put a
bushel over his head and his flagrant in-
cunsistency in opposing and voting against
the Plebescite in the Legislature and
thereafter taking the stump in its favor
did not tend to endear him to the public
as one in whom reliance could be placed.
Sir Oliver used the Plebescite as a side-
track and for the time being it answered
his purpose beautifull

vy Council decides the van_we has nd, ‘mrh-’m even, he will sacrifice
pn;:e{ hlu' ,nl:o ﬂd'l e _“" biti . some of his coll if necessity calls for
Which he feels confident it will not, he | it. Anything fi W d
introduce a bill to that effect. it el e

On the other hand, that solid Reform
journal, the Hamilton Times, swallows

to that effect. And the string is the
im{munt pact of the promise, for he
only promises to introduce this legislation
if it is goiug to be *‘effective from a

spicion that the Globe's hat re-
utly revived zeal in the cause of prohi-

tion is not attributable entirely to
orest in temperance work.

On the other hand the Empire prob-

bly voices Conservative sentiment. Its
liverance is the following :—

P p which opens up
the whole question and leaves it to be
fought out, while he is absolved from any
Lmh.. if he declares the opinion that

his judgment it would not be effective.

The sum, then, of Sir Oliver's answer
in : First, o shelving of the whole ques-
tion till after decision by the ;ﬁvy

th bi with a gri and sturd-
ily declares its disbelief in the efficacy of
the policy. Tt says :

For our own part, we have no faith in
prohibition, partial or total, as the best

remedy for drunkenness, and we uope the |

decision of the Privy Council will be that
the Ontario Legislature has no power to
enact & prohibitory law. 1f we are dis-
appointed in this, the old experiment of
trying to make the law ive will
have to be worked out, and we predict

result will be not unlike that

Council in England. Second, a definite | that the

\

While the Premier and the member
from Muskoka were playing at foot-hall
with the question, the prohibitionists were
working with might and main. The vote
on the Plebescite was followed by the
Prohibition Convention of last week.
Betwéen these two events a complete
understanding had been arrived at be-
tween the Premier and his supporters in
the prohibition eamp.  Sir Oliver was not
to be asked to go beyond his declaration
of last session, and in return he was to
accept the plebescite as the mandate of
the people. Read the speech of Sir




