2

tee,” cur duties to be to do what we can to
help him in ways that will suggest themselves
to us as we go on.

‘Why,” said one of the chairmen, ‘isn’t the
whole society suppesed to do what it can for
Che church and the pastor?’

‘Yes,” replied the president, with a faint
guaile.  ‘It's supposed to, and it ought to, but
tues it? That's the question. Now it seems
to me it would be a good idea to have a spe-
cial committee of this sort that is purely vol-
untary, is not obliged to make any report, and
is rot krown to anyone but ourselves. Don’t
let us go and tell the society or our pastor
that we have formed such a committee, but
let us surprise him in coming to his help in
ways that we know can encourage him. Let
us have one committee in the society that is
not down in the programme but hard at work
just the same, It will do us good to do some
good this way. I believe our pastor needs
special encouragement just now. There was
something in his manner last night after ser-
vice that made me feel sorry and ask myself
if there wasn’t something we could do Between
now and next Sunday to prove the value of a
new committee of this kind, to be known as
the “Pastor’s Committee” among ourzelves,—
our own secret for his surprise and help. What
do you say?’

They talked it over together, and when the
president said good-night, after a two hours’
conference with the chairmen, the ‘Pastor’s
Committee’ was enthusiastically organized for
business.

1t was Tuesday morning that the minister’s
bell rang while he was busy working at what
he intended to be a sermon calling to task the
church for its coldness and lack of enthusiasm,
after which he expected to read his resigna-
tion. His wife answered the door. Presently
he heard a voice say: ‘I shall be glad to do
that copying for him. I called purposely to
see if I could not be of se}vice. I know how
busy he is, and won’t disturb him, But won’t
you atk him to send it down by one of the
boys? Or, no, Pl call for it on my way back,
Good-by.

The minister’s wife came upstairs and said
that the president of the Endeavor Society had
called and volunteered to do some copying of
necessary reports which the minister had to
send out every year and which cost consider-
able time and care to do neatly and correctly.

It was the first time anyone had volunteered
any work in the church for a long time. The
minister felt strangely moved by it. The next

sentence he wrote to his sermon had a far
pleasanter expression to it. Still he worte on,
that day and the next, and finished, Thursday
noon, with the same thought with which he
started—that the church needed to be roused
to a sense of her privileges and respomsibili-
ties. And all the time the resignation lay in
the drawer of the desk near by.

Thursday night, to his surprise, quite a
large number of the young' people were out,
and six of them took an active part. They
also came up after the meeting and shook
hands with him heartily, thanking him for his
helpful remarks. The minister felt a little
guilty as he stood up there talking with the
young people and thinking of the resignation.
But his eyes moistened, and as he walked home
~he agreed with his wife that they had not
had so good a meeting for a long time.

When Sunday morning came, however, the
minister put his resignation in his pocket and
started for church. He had for a long time
been in the habit of greeting his people with
handshakes as he came in-to walk down the
aisle to the pulpit, For some time, however,
it seemed to him that the effort was very one-
sided.

This morning he was taken by surprise when
he was met at the door by three or four young
people, who greeted him heartily and said
they had been praving for the morming ser-
vice, and hoped it would prove.a great bless-
ing to the whole church. Again that moisten-
ing of his eyes made the minister’s sight a lit-
tle dim as be walked down the aisle into the
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pulpit and opened the well-worn Bible, look-
ing over it to his people, so many of whom he
had learned to love so well, His eyes were
not so dim, when he finally sat down to listen
to the opening anthem by the choir, that he
could not see a pretty bouquet of roses on the
little stand, with a note written, lying near
by. The note read:—

‘From some of the young people.
bless the morning service.

Somehow when the minister came to his
morning sermon that day he did not seem to
fe.l very easy. The people wondered a little
at his manner. Several times he seemed to
turn over two or thr#: leaves at once. It was
a shorter sermon than usual. When he reached
the end he paused a moment curiously, then
gave out the last hymn and sat down. His
closing prayer was very tender and brought
tears to several eyes.  When the minister
reached home after the service he took out his
resignation aad laid it on the table.

‘Why didn’t you read it, John?' his wife
asked. She.sad never known him to change
his mind before. He was a very determined
man in general.

‘Well,” replied the minister, I thought that
I would wait until next Sunday. I didn’t feel
just like it to-day. Somehow I don’t know
but the people are more thoughtless than any-
thing else” He took the resignation upstairs
and put it into a drawer of his desk.

The next Sunday he did not take the resig-
nation to church. He did not exactly forget
it, but somehcv he did nmot take it. During
the week, to his great surprise, one of the
trustees had called and with an apology had
brought a cheque for the long due salary, and
said he hoped the church would be more busi-
ness-like and prompt hereafter. Just how this
had been brought about was the secret of the
‘Pastor’'s Committee,” and you may be sure I
shall nat reveal it, especially as it is a true
secret, and if I told it, you might know who
this minister was, But it seemed to the min-
ister that suddenly his church was beginning
to theat him as it did when he came to it
years before, a single young man, and all the
young people in the congregation thought there
was no one like ‘our minister’ He fzund a
new interest in his prayer-meetings and Su=z-
day-night services. Members began to volun-
teer to do church work. Young members called
at the parsonage to kmow if he couldn’t give
them something to do. In short,” his church
seemed very dear to him and his work very
encouraging; so much so, that after six more
months, coming across his resignation as he
was hunting for some papers in that drawer,
he stared at it almeost as if it was the hand-
writing of someone else.

It was winter time, and there was an open
fire burning in the minister’s study. He laid
the resignation on the coals and it was warmly
received and vanished up the chimney. The
‘Pastor’s Committee’ had done its work well.
They had never heard of the resignation. Bui
on the other hand he has never heard of such
a committee. And that is the reason why the
minister did not resign—C. M. Sheldon, in
‘Young People’s Weekly.!

May God
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Victorian India Orphan
Society.

About one hundred children are at present
being cared for in the “orphanage at Dhar,
Central India, maintained by the Vic-t(orian_ In-
dia Orphan Society (undenominational). Fifty-
five of these are supported by individual don-
ors or societies, about half in the city of Win-
nipeg, and the rest from various places
throughout Canada, from Prince Edward Is-
land to British Columbia. ;

Reports from India are- most encouraging.
Some considerable time ago, the Viceroy of In-
dia, Lord Curzon, and bis staff, closely inspect-
ed the Orphanage, and were deepM interested
in the work; the Maharajah of Baroda, one of
the most important and most enlightened na-
tive princes, was equally impressed, and just
recently the Native Secretary of Dhar State
asked permission to see it, and wrote imme-
diately afterwards, expressing his great appre-
ciation of the good work he saw being done
there. Besides their words of approval, all
these gave practical demonstration of their in-
terest. Thus, besides the untold benefit to the
children themselves, the establishment of such
a Christian work, contrasting so forcibly with
the heathen darkness around it, is an object
lesson to all the country round.

Recently five of the elder girls passed the
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junior teacher’s examination, and some of the
older boys are assisting in the services held in
the villages, so soon it is hoped there will be a
band of native Christian workers who owe their
training to the faithful, loving work done in
this Orphanage.

A lefter from one of the workers, Dr. Mar-
gatet O’Hara, saysi—

‘There were twenty-nine of the girls bap-
tized last Sabbath. It was a most impressive
service. Dr. Russell preached a sermen on
“Baptism,” and afterwards the girls came for-
ward. 1t is a great joy to see them take a
public stand for Christ. I really think they
are Jesus’ own little lambs. There was one
girl especially who resisted for a long time;
she felt that she ought to yield, yet did not
want to do so. She seems very happy since
taking that step.’ .

The S(;cretarg-Treasurer of the Society, Mrs.
A. S. Crichton, 142 Langside Street, Winnipeg,
sends the following acknowledgment, with
thanks, of contributions received from readers .
of the ‘Northern Messenger’ since May 135, 1903
and explains that an extended stay abroad pre:
vented a list being sent last year:—Mrs, M
Hgnderson, $3; Mr. R. Farquharson, $15; .Mrs.
Milton E. Barrett, $2; Mrs, C. V. Morris’ 335‘.
Sidney Pres. Iunday-school, $47.75; Mrs.’] T,
McElrea, $2; Miss A. E. Ballentine, $37; La
Riviere Y.P.M.S., $38; Mrs. Hobman, $2; ’Pres.
Su_nday-schcol, Doon, $18.75; Friends from
Point Fortune, $30; Marais Benefit League
$34; St. David’s Society, Oak Lake, $35; Sun.
day-school Class, Camilla, $27.55; Pro;perity
Y.P.S.C.E., 834; Rosser Union CE.S, $7.091;
Mrs McKinnon and son, $5; Gibson ’Miséion’x
Band, $29; Prospect C.E. Society, $36; Friend
$1.50; Priend, Melita, $18; Miss J. E. R, Fishor,
$17; Montgomery Union C, E. S‘ociet.y 8 8;
Beulah‘ Sunday-school, $7; Mr. A M B’oos?:e :
$s; Friend, Christieville, $17; Beulah .Sunda y_,
school Class, 328;'Cripp1e Creek Mission Schozl
‘318; Mrs. Ph. Field, 85; T. J. Morrison $7-’
Servant of Jesus,’ $1.10; Outremont Sur;da 2
school, $20; Friend, St. Eugene, $5; Mrs 3}
F. Boake, $15; and Mr, Hec. McLe:'m Mr ]‘.
Wells, Mr. W. A. Gardiner, Miss E, §. I:Dby .M :
J. Towe, each $1. Total from readers of thrt;
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