"non—
° 30* long

: ‘There is -no cause I have deeper 'at heart,’

- he replied. Some of, hls teetotal members -
- had often: wished it was nearer the surface. -

- *But, unfortunately, the way is not clear just

" Wow to do any organized work m that direc-

tion.’ Lo .
. ‘You see, our hands and our\ mghts are

"ifull} “he- contmued runmng over a. list of
engagements ‘and really the- young people
oughti not to be out: 30, much’ I 3 R
" “But do you not:think one.of the meetmgs
you have mentioned mlght be et aside for :
this greater work?’. suggested Magg'ie
“Wmch 27 he answered a little sharply
'Would you' propose to the young people tha.t
- they” should - do away with - their’ musrcal
aociety 7 Why, it :is -the -only recreation

‘ oome of them get to say nothing of ‘the help

it 50 frequently affords to the church.- Or
* that” the’ young" men ‘should - disband their
litera.ry society, : which is such a great source .

" of benefit to them? As for the rest, they are -.
: 'nearly all- directly religious

M.iss Allen retired from the controversy
i the ﬁght and feeling herself to-

. -_:,.:W' e 111 _ v
‘Alice,- said MISS ‘Allen to her friend,/a

“lew months la.ter, 'I wish you ‘would intro- -

duce me to some of thie temperance members -

'of the church. You sa.id there ‘were ‘80 -
‘ many.” ' :

Ahce gave her at look of comrcal surprlse
‘So there are, sheé answered ‘Their neme .

“Legion. gk

T do 16t mean mere abstainers 1 sup-
pose our minister’is that but people who
- thidk'it A Chnstlans duty to work in ‘the .

temperance cause.’ ' vl
‘What a girl you are! Always harping
.bn one ‘string. - But 1 will gratify you at the

first opportunity.’

That opportumty occurred the- next even- -

lng, after the week-night service. -

*Mr. Bowyer, said Alice, ‘I want to intro---
dtice-you -to -my. friend Miss Allen, who is.
* literally birning with zeal for- teetotalism. -
She is just. consuming’ herself away for lack -

" of some-inflammable. natures to ignite.’
+ The gentleman addressed, who might have

been ca.lled old: by critics of- sixteen, and
young by men. ot sixty, shook hands plea-
-gantly “and was® about to say- ‘something
- polite, ‘when he" was mterrupted by a bass

L ‘voice behind sayxng

“Pleass mtroduce me, too; " Miss’ Conway. A

burning’ teetotaler is 4 sxght Worth seeing "t

“in this church. '-
"Now, Mr. Smithson, don’t begln to grum-

‘ole, said Alice, while Mr Bowyer stood agide
‘to enjoy ‘the’ joke :

- oThis gentleman, Maggie, is one-of thos

~I'told you about who ‘were agitating for a-
temperance society a-short time ago.’ )
’ Maggxe looked with interest at one of the .
'old fogies
\ “How ‘was it you were not succossful
she ‘asked.

‘Because there “is no- temperance zea.l

' amongst the a.bSta.iners, } rephed “Mry Bow

ycr.
FERS L Jllst crowded out said Mr Sm1thson

. ,‘Monthly meetings have: been_ started several
"7 times and:failed for want.of support.’ .~

- “Perhaps:as a: church vou have. been hap‘
pily .free from any ot the terrlble eﬁects ot
drinking ?*

' ‘Indeed we have not ! Only al few years

Lowe

w-minded monster even to have -
4,,lhought of such a thmg. R o )

ho arc well

'known.| .t '-take too much
: here are several others. .
.,-,‘Surely, said Miss Allen,

‘béfore. you, you ought to be earnestly ﬁght. ,

lng agamst the drinkmg custom., .
e ‘But what can’ you' do,’ sa:d Mr.: Bowyer
agamst the' 1nd1fference of your friends and

the opposition of your foes? The friends tell
‘you that there is no time for it, that’ other,
‘and. grander works ‘demand their zeal. | The

foes CER S ity is a:social question outmde the

ange of thé. Church .of Christ.. And yeot &’
greater obstacle lieg in-the fact that we ad-
- mif:into our. fellowship those who- are ruin--
ing hundreds by the saleof it

“But ‘surely if - you talked to our minister:
as you aré talking to me he would make a.
‘atir in the matter A
"I ‘presume -you. have ‘nat yet made the
attempt yoursel, sald Mr. B.owyer, Wlth
amusement, - - % - X

Mlss Allen relucta.ntiv admitted that she
had “He- laughed. o

‘And did'you not“find wrth regard to this

question that 'his heart was.made of ashes--

“tos or some other fireproof- material 2’

" ‘But' I do not -think that ought ‘to make
“any’ difference she persisted. "I used to be~ "
long to a “chuith. where- the minister and

" deacons wers bitter opponents of. total ab- ,

. stinence. Yet' we managed to start a:weekly
temperance meeting, and in course of time
we converted our mimster, added some tee-
totalers to the . deaconate, and’ to day total
abstmence is one ‘of the strong poxnts in-that

church Surely what was done ina small,
church could be more easily done’in & large"
é'to- introduce you " to the, one, espeeia.lly a8’ you ’have the ‘minister~
abstaining members, and 1t will not! take;" and some‘of the’ deasons on"your" side y ’

'I‘he gentlemen shook their heads ‘They -
were inclmed to be pessimistic :

‘I suppose ‘you will ‘think ‘me very pre-
sumptuous, continued the young lady, ‘but

5 qayour, mactivity seems “to ‘me very wrong.
“Ir thou faint in’ rthe day of adversity thy_-v i

strength s small” *. .

- ‘Ah! you have never been tried as we

-said ; these wise. men shaking their .-
‘It the chuch reiuses to have

have,
heads’ again

the: temperance question brought before it,.

it must take. ‘the responsibhty, that’s all.’
‘But you. and I ‘belong to this church, there-
-fore it is our responsibilty, and we ought

_not to rest until we have brought all the~
other -members to our way of thinking. How_

many are there, do you think, who {cel
strongly on the subject ?’

Mr, Smithson said half a dozen, but Mr.
Bowyei declared ‘he knew at least twenty.

‘Could’ you give me their ‘pamies and ad-’

dresses ?
‘Not just tbis minute, but I'can send them

0 you. to-morrow,’ rephed the polite Mr.
Bowyer.

‘Thank you. I should like to call upon.'

them, and see how much fire we can produce
- between us. There ought to be enough to

: Aillumme the whole church and school. -
“You want a'big fire to. warm the regions'

ot the North Pale, you know, said Mr. Smith-
son, as he bade the ladies’ good-night. - ‘

"But'as he waiked home in compa.ny ‘with

_ Mr. Bowyer he confessed to feeling a little
‘warmer: and more hopeful already, =~

B ‘If that girl attempts’ to do anythmg, he

said “I ‘mean ‘to: help. her, in- spite ot all I
' have 'said about its-usélesness.”
‘And Mr Bowyer answered s 'So will I

There - is a ‘great’ “work to be done amongst'

‘our: tellow members We .are altogether at.
fault that we have been 50 long idle ! "‘-

_‘IV..Q'. o

" During the »next-:mont'h:'Miss»Allen was

ports be true g
o ‘in full sympathy, but it was not ot an’ active

teen promisos of help, should she succeed
cin siartmg a temperance society, a.nd then-, -

Mr Bowyer There were not a half-dozen
‘enthusiasts. - The rest declared themselves

: "However, ehe managed at last to get six

she paused’ and thought seriously She was

not conscious or any speclal talent in, any -ik". a

‘direction. . B
T w.nnot sing, "she mused nor speak no
even pray. ‘more than-a few dis:omted sen-

tences in publxc, but most likely thiese, six- .
teen can do all thig- and more, I can at

-Jeast do the. drudvery that attends. the getting
“up. and’ keepmg on of meetings, and if I can .
“manage S0 ‘that - the others have just the

" sort of work that. they -like to do, then I

s'daresay they will. keep on steadily )

- She did not, mean 1o be sarcastic, even'in
thought she was judging from past- experi- .
.ence, The first thing to do was to get.a
night, and this’ was g d1ﬁicult matter _Ab-
stainer and non-abstamer both agreed ‘that
however - desirable a temperance meeting
might be, it was impossible to squeeze it m.
" “The only way will be to disband some
soc1ety already in existence,’ said the minis-
 ter loftily, when he was - agam referred to.

But Miss Allen mstead of being quenched
began attendmg ‘and’ studyingthe, different ™

societies with a view. to ﬂnding» out which e

counld be most proﬁtably d_1 posed of msely
holdmg her tongue in, the. meanwhile

. She-at length decided that,ithe mutual im- :

provement society::might -easily be: merged
into a weekly temperance meeting, and the .
gain be all ‘on* the young Taét’s " "'d’ LAsit:
then existed it searcely fulfilled™its: mission, :
for the youno' men themselves‘did very little
towards théir ‘mutial * ediftcatlon generally
getting speakers from outside: But. to con-
‘vinde yourseit s not “always- to' convinge
- others. Of course’ the _young men did not -
-gee it.

“ It would spoil the whole thmg, they said.

would spoil the meeting if, as Miss Allen

" hinted,- they should write papers and -give
speeches )

- Altogether it seemed an 1mpract1cable sug-
- gestion, and a great deal of cold water was |
procured to drown it. But if Margaret Allen
lacked showy talents she possessed one use-
ful one, the talent for ‘pegging away. She
was ‘determined not to rest until the tem-
perance. work should be crowded m some-
how. .

Quietly and persistently she pursued her
~way. Never showing any weariness in go-
Ing over the same arguinents with thie same
people again and | again. “Never betraymg
any. contcmpt for their illogical reasoning
Never losing an opportunity even of giving
away a temperance tract,

They - ca.lled her ‘the’ girl with one idea'
But a constant dropping’ will. wear away the
“hardest stone. ‘Gradually her scheme grew
‘to be regarded ﬁrst as one. of the posslble
things, then as probable, ﬁnally it reached
‘the actual. T

- When Miss Allen left that church ten'y ‘years
later to go to another part of Dngland she -
left a flourishing temperance “society .doing . .

rea.l work in the surrounding neighbourhood.

‘Ithad a. literature départnient te bring var-

ious temperance magazines and books before '
““'the’/members, & saving: society to- compete, -

" ‘with.the goose clubs and the’ average atten- -

dance was’ large numbering many noted con-
-verts, .for whose sake .the weekly. meetings

’ were made a pleasure to- look forward to.

ST possessed able officers, most of whom

had been members ‘of the mutual n-nprove- -

N

And ‘the abstamers thought the young men ;A



