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- of course you said,

. home himself. 4
~ ¥erses in the lesson that tell us all this.

e FOR THE SENIORS,

: fain ‘and ill-treatment,—this means
Joss

April 24, 1908.

{ ., LESSON,—SUNDAY, MAY 3, 1908,

Our Heavenly Home.

John xiv., 1-14.
the whole chapter.

Golden Text.

In my Father’s house are many mansions.

John xiv., 2,
Home Readings.

Monday, April 27.—John xiv,, 1-14.

Tuesday, April 28.—John xiv,, 15-31.'

Wednesday, April 29.—John XVis 1L

Thursday, April 30.—John xv., 12-25,

Friday, May 1.—Rev. xxi, 1-13.

Saturday, May 2.—Rev. xxi, 14:27,

Sunday, May 3.—Rev. xxii,, 1-14.

Memory verses 2, 3. Kead

t FOR THE JUNIOR CLASSES.

Have any of you ever moved to a new
house? The first thing you do is to run all
over it, isn’t it? You want to know all about
it because you are going to® live here Ifor
some time, and you want to see just what
kind of a house it is. Perhaps mother and
someone to help her went on betore you, and
you went to stay with auntie for a day or
two until it was a little bit ready and more
comfortable for you. When mother first told
wou about the new house you were going to,
‘What kind of a house is
it, mother? Where is it? Are there man,
little children living near there? Will it be
big enough for us all?” and all sorts of ques-
ions like that; then mother would smile and
tell you something about it, but-most hkely
pay ‘Wait and see. L can’t explain it all now,
and you will soon be there,’ especially if there
Was a lovely surprise waiting for you in the
mew home, something you had never seen be-
fore. Now you will all remember how our
lessons have been growing very sad lately,
because Jesus knew he was going to die and
the disciples did not understand. In our les-
gon to-day he saw how sad the disciples were
about his leaving them and so he tells them
about the beautiful heavenly home to which
he is going and Why he has to go and leave
them hehind. He tells them something about
#his home, that it is large, who it belongs to,
how they are to get there, who will be there,
how he is going to get it ready for them, how
he is going to send some one to comforf and
help them while he is away, and then that he
will come again and bring them to this new
Now let ‘us see the different

A study of the accounts of the last supper
88 given in the four gospels will show suffi-

~ eient reason for the blindly groping disciples

to be ,in the depths of distress. Jesus has

4 ‘Msuréd them, and assured them at last so

- convincingly that they now believe him, that
- he is about to die, and that, too, after cruel
the utter

of all their hopes, a, turning into blind

‘bewilderment of all their _supposed reasons

for the mission into which they have so enthu-

siastically ‘entered. He has told them that
one of then- very cirele will be his betrayer,—

inging into thewr hearts a mistrust of .each
_ other n of their ow. ;
war that night, before

ing of the cock anmounce
have denied all knowled:
and cach is questioning,

n, he will
ge of hig- Master,—
Hf . Peter so fails,

power of the cross.

THE MESSENGER.

what may not I do? They are all bowed
in silent misery, self-distrust and loss of hope
in anything, when this chapter opens. Ckrist
points their thoughts to the one faith .hat
still holds strong— Ye believe in God,” “Luink"
then of what God means to you, of how 1
have worked for God, lived for God, and
glorified God at all times. God’s will has been
mine at all times. Ye believe in God, then
You must believe in me.” ‘Ye believe in God’
then you must believe in a future life. 1t is
this life into which I am about to enter
again’ And so on go the pleading; tender,
words linking always to where their weak
faith holds strong.  How deeply they af-
fected John is evident in the detail and length
in which he reports them so long afterwards,
and in their persistent echo through. ail his
own writings. L'he promise of verse 14 is citen
misconstrued. ‘In my name’ is the condition
and only those things that can be done in
Christ’s name are implied. An influential
friend desiring to help you in a difficulty may
say, ‘Go to Mr. Blank, he is a great friend
of mine, and tell him he may use my name
to secure you what You need.” You take the
permission gladly and visit Mr, Blank. iour
first request is that he buy certain shares
which you believe to be of value. Mr. Blank,
in a position to know better, says, ‘Pardon
me, but I could not bolster up a faulty eon-
cern with my friend’s name, 1 have his good
name to consider) A request to place you
at the head of a business for which you can
show no fitness calls out much the same an-
swer. A further request that he manage to
ruin a financial rival of yours produces a still
more indignant refusal from the man who is
to use his friend’s good mame in these
transactions. A humble, honest cesire to do
the best you can and fill some position for
which you are fitted will lead Mr, Blank to
recommend you in his friend’s name to where
Such a position is open, but first, for the
honor of his friend’s name, he will satisfy him-
self that you are fitted for the place in ques-
tion, - Somewhat in that way we must trust
to God’s omniscience to answer the requests
We make in humble reliance on Christ, not to
accede to our demands merely because we
mention Christ’s name at the close of our
supposed prayer, :

(SELECTIONS FROM TARBELL’S ‘NOTES.’)"

Verse 8. Philip was right in thinking thaf
our best evidence of immortality comes from
the vision of the Iather, | cannot under-
stand how any man who' has a tirm conyie-
tion of the fatherhood of God can be skepti-
cal about the immortality of the soul. 3
The highest evidence of immortality is the
vision' of a God who has a relation to the
human soul. The very incompleteness of that
soul then becomes an argument in its favor.
For, in the light of divine fatherhood, we say,
‘God will not leave His structure unfinished ;
He must have determined to finish it else-
where! Tennyson cries, “Ihow art just; Thou
wilt not leave me in the dust” 1f God be our
Father, His mercy and justice are one’ 'The
yearning of the human soul becomes itself a
claim. The aspiration of the human heart
becomes itself a right; the cry of the human
heart becomes itself a call for the fulfilment
of a promise.—(ieorge Matheson, Representa-
tive Men of the New Testament,

Verse 2. In adding that if hopes for -the
future life were baseless, He would have told
them, Jesus seems to guarantee the deep in-
stincts of human nature as correct interpre-
ters of God’s mind toward man, as well as to
confirm any hope which His own words ‘may
raise.—George Reith, % : :

~ Verse 12. What were the greater works that
the disciples would do? 1, They are held by
some writers to be greater even in the phy-
sical realm. Moreover, ‘our Lord wrought ..
miracles for three years and a little over, in
a limited territory; but the disciples wrought -
miracles for a generation, in widely separated
countries’—R. S. MacArthur, D.D,

2. But still more remarkable were 1he
triumphs of the apostles in the spiritual re.lm,
Christ had at his death 620 disciples, sc far
as we are told; Peter won 3,000 to Christ by
a_single sermon, = Soon the Roman LEmpire,
which crucified Jesus, was submissive to the
: ‘Ihe existence of the

N

3

church is really the most wonderful of
miracles. . - The conversion of a soul is
a still greater miracle than the healing of a
body. - . Evermore the harvest time must
be greater than the seed time.—MacArthur.

3. These greater works are no disparage-
ment of Christ, but hig glory, since they are
all done by him. 'he Gospels are the record
of what Christ ‘began to do and teach’ (Acts
Lyv 1) dater history is a continuation.

4. ‘Never were the opportunities so great
as now for doing great things for God and
man. The whole earth is a whispering gallery
making known the name of Jesus Christ. Tele-
graphs, telephones, steamships, and railways
have girdled the earth as never before. Doors
are opening into every heather nation. To-day
India is as near to America as once Great
Britain was. = Oh, that God would arouse his
church to do these greater works!-—Mac-
Arthur, °

Without the way there is no going; without
the truth there is no knowing; without the
life there is no living: i am the Way which
thou shouldest pursue; tfie Truth which thou
shouldest  believe; the Life which  thou
shouldest lopé& for.—~Ihomas a Kempis.

If we would have God hear what we say
to Him by prayer, we must be ready to hear
what He says to us by His word.—Matthew
Henry. <

Prayer must mean something to us, if it ig
to mean anything to God.—Malthie D, Bab-
coek.

Bible References.

I. John iii., 2; Heb. Xiii, 14; WM. Cor. w., 1;
John x., 9; Rom. Y25 Heb. x.; 203 Eph. i1,
18; John vi.,, 40; L. John Vs 12,

\

Junior C. E. Topic.

Sunday, May 3.—Lopic—Songs of the Heart.
V. The silver lining of dark clouds. Ps. Ixii,,
43. (Consecration meeting.)

C. E. Topic.

Monday, April 27.—Prayer’ of the humble.
Fsiixii1e: 3 / :

Tuesday, April 28.—Believing prayer. Matt.
XXis 122

Wednesday, April 29.—Praying with all the
heart. Deut. iv., 29, ]

Thursday, April 30.—Praying  trusttully,
Ps. ‘xxxvii,, 5.
Friday, May l1—Praying in trouble. Ps,
v 18

Saturday, May 2—Praying together. Matt.
xviii,, 19,

Sunday, May 3—"Topic—The kind of
God likes. Matt vi., 7:18.
meeting.) :

praying
(Vonsecration

The Golden Text.

I like to think, on Lord’s Day morn,
Of the hosts of children far and wide,
Their faces fair and their brows unworn,
Who blithely sit at a mother’s side,
Conning,~in tones so low and sweet,
Over and over, with patient ecare,
Tl by heart they know it and can repeat
- The Golden Text, be it praise or prayer,

For praise or prayer it is sure to be—
The beautiful verse, a polished gem,
Culled from the sacred treasury,
And fit for a royal diadem.
I like to think, on Lord’s Day morn, *
~ Will know that truth whenftheir'.head‘s arg

. gray, - ; ‘ :
That the hallowed phrase their souls will cheer
- Many a time on the pilgrim way.

I sometimes muse on the Lord’s Day ave; - Vi
- When the Golden Texts have all been saidy

And my tender fancies I like to weave,

~ Over many a small white bed,

The children sleep till to-morrow’s morn,
. Armed for whatever is coming next;
Their strength and courage alike unshorn!
“And the sword they will carry—the Golden
Text, | ; S

~—Ma rgarét Saﬁgster{



