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LETTER VIIL

LXAMINATION OF TRADITION UPON TIIE
EUCHARIST.

Again it is worthy of observation, that the pub-
lic calamities were frequently atiributed to the
« hristians, as being animpinusand detestable race
af men., Away with the christians lo the beasts;
“kristianos ad bestias.  ‘Fhis infuriated and brutal
ery was very often resounded in  the amphithea-
tres.  Loong were the christians persecuted by the
Emperors; fromthe savage Nero, who first drew
the sword against them, to the time of Diacletian
and Licinius. They were inhumanly put to death
at Rome, accused indeed, but never convicted of
~etting fire to the city. Tacitus asserted their in-
nocence of this crime, when he says that they per-
1shed, the victime of popular hatred and execra-
*iom, which originated not less in calumnious iu,-
putations, than inthe refusal of the christians to sa-
«rifice toidols and to swear by the gemus of the
Emperors. The tribunes and governors of pro-
vinces put them to the torture, to force from  them
an acknowledgment of the crimes imputed to them
‘Po this, Justin bears positive testimony, and com-
plains that  to establish these culumnies, slaves,
children, and women were putto the rack and
‘ortured in the most horrible manner, to extort
irom them 2 confession of the incests and the
feastingz upon human flesh, of which the christians
were secused.”  Cull to mind the women whom
Pliny interragated on the rack after this manner
but above a\‘, re..ember the heraic Blandina and
her companion Biblis: Some pagan % glavesin the
serviee of the christians, fearing the torments en-
duved by the faithiyd, and instigated by the sol-
Jiers, fulsely accused the christlans of Thyestean:
feasts and incestuous marrisges—and of every
abomination that decency forbxds to mention or to
think upon,and which we cannot cven believe
ancn capable of committing. These calumnics be-
sy spread abrond, the  popular fury was escited
against us: even those who had hitherto been
somewhat friendly disposed towards us, were then
tiiled with the general mdxgnauon agamst\us.
‘Tisen was accomplished the prophesy of our Sat
viour, that they, who should put his disciples to
death, would think that they sendered a service to
God.” Speaking afierwards of Blandina: « We
Al ofus, and particularly her mistress, ke says|
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werg apprehensive that she would not have the
courage toconfess, by reason of her budily weak-
ness. She however, wearied out these, who one
after the other tortured her in every way, from
morning Gl night. They acknowledged them-
selves vanquished, not being able to discover any
other way of tormentingber: and were astonished
to find herstill breathing after the laceration and
dislocation of her whole body.—The confession of
the nate of chiristian scemed to invigorate her
frame: her refreshment and consolation was toex-
claim: Iam a christian,and no cvil is committed
amongstus.” St Irengeus,a contemporary, and
an eye-witness, mentions that she boldly and ju-
dicionsly added, “ JYow canthey, who from mo-
tives of religion abstain from meats otherwise
lawful, be capable of perpotmting the cime  winch
youallege against usi™

1 have befure abserved that, in the Zuinglian
opinion, the christians would never have suffered
these calumnies ¢0 gain ground, but would have
instantly upset them, by mokinga  public declara-
tion of all their practices and ceremonnls, and by
inviting the pagans to attend their assemblies and
witness the celebration of their harmless repast.
But supposing that this simple means of sheltering
their name from infamy was overlonked; vou must
allow that it was high time to think ofit, when
punishment and tortures stared them in the fuce.
When Blandina and Biblis were interrogated res-
pecting these pretended abominations, why did
they not say: * e wake indeed a little bread  and
wine in memoryandin ficure of our absent Sa-
viour, and also asa m'zrk of our union together,
This is our only repast; to which ‘you may, zf rou
you please, yourselves bear ocular testitngny?”
Would they submit to tortireand to death, when
both might beavoided by a declarationat oncé so
natural an8 $blikely to open the cyes of their
judges? Is it consistent with any principle of rea-
son or christianity’ fo mainfain an obstinate and un-
meaning silencé upon that which could innocently
he acknowledged, which there was not ashadow
ofa reason for concealing, and which had it béen
but named, would have instantly disabused the
minds of thepeople> Pocs not such conduat ren-
der a person guilty of permitting the commission of]
the enormities and murders, which he Toight so ca-
sily have prevented?  Blandina however holds no
such language and makesno "such disclosure. In
the midst of her sorments, nota wozd of the kind
escapes her Jips.  Her constant courageous reply
isapplauded by the christians for. its 3udxcmusness.

Zuinglius and his followers would in vain attempt
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to explain in what the discretion and judgment o
the martyr consisted. It can be sutisfactoniy
shewn in the cathollc belief alone, in which, for the
hanor of Christ, and for the interest and salvation
of the persecutors, the mysteries were not permit-
ted to be divuiged. Asit was unpossible to &y
any thing that.might betray the sceret, nothing re-
mained for theaccused but modesily to repel the
calumny, which was, in fact admirably done by
this illustrious slave. It is troly noble and even
more than human, in the midst of sprotracted and
horrible tortures, thus to bear in mindthe wise and
charitable discipline of secrecy: and the genevous
sacrigee of Blandina, crowned in heaven, will beu
just subject of admiration to the end-of time,

Such, Sir, are the observations Ihad to subu. .
10 your at¢ention respecting the discipline of secre-
cy. Iremember well, the firsttime I discovered
it, the greater part of thcsc same ule:xs confused; -
rusked upon my mind. Since then, it has frc
qucmly been tomea suhject of serivus considera
tion and deep investigation, 1 flatter nyself tha*
my view of the subject is correct; and, if § am no
mistaken, I have convinced you thatis is so.  ¥oi,
on the onehand,it is perfec\ly unintelligible and
inexplicable according to the Zuinghan opumon; an
unmeaning discipline, rigidly enforced and scrupt
lously practised, without molive or reason, or fa~
ther again-t cverymotive and every urgent 1eason
On the. other hand, it accords with the catholic do¢
trine, and even supposes ii; and on the supposition
of this Llief, is found to be wise, charitable and ac

cessary at a period when religion was proclimed
to a world of unbelicvers.  In a word, since this
!gcncml discipline is necessarily intervoven with
‘wur belief, and fromthe fifth century s traced batt:
to the apostolic age, it is must cvident, that &
thesc first ages the (._(.atholi‘. dogma was bothbe-
lieved and taugl.l in alt the Churches of the
world.

DISCIPLINE OF SECRECY DURING. mr. FIVE FIRST
AGTS.

FIRST AGE -

Pronfs & zren from the 1g7forance of the pagar..
respecling the Euckarist.

¢ We aye tiaditced as the most wicked of qon,
as capable of ‘murdering infants and feeding o
their flesh, and hfteivards of ubandohing ourselres
to thameful incésis. havirg peviously etnp]oyad
some'dogs, -accomplices in our <debaucherics, 40
upset the Janips and thus give darkness and aifla
cityto our :sbommatwns.—-'r! ¢ imputation of these
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crinjesis to be dated from the reign of Tiberius, es



