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In St Matt. xviii, 18, our Saviour assured his!
Apostles that whatsoever¥they should bind or loogcl
upon carth, should be bouud or loosed also in
heaven. In St. Johm. xx, 22, le gave them the
Ifoly Spirit, and declaved that whase sins they
should forgive, should be forgiven; and whose Sins
{hey should retain, should be retained.  Now, how'
vould the Apostles exercise this power, unless they *
knew what the sins were which they were to for-'

diseases an
the application of han

the 19th chapter of the Acts, where it is stated that

wicked apirits were driven out by

{:rrchiqﬁ: and aprons from

the body of St, Paul.  Whocan sny, with these

rassages before him, that the Bible never mentions
clics?

Mr. White next amuses his reader with assuring

him that Rome has Jong*‘carried on a trade in bon-

es,” and recounting numcrous abuses and _impos-
tures, with false relics, &c. &c.; as also with vari-

ous Images, Piciures, and the like, which he winds
up with this sweeping coiclvsion:
assure you, before the \\{nolc wetld.
submits entirely to the guidasce of Rome, must be- i
come a weak superstitious being, unless this natur-

—Lhis I can
that wioever

give or retain?  And how could they come to this 'al temper should dispose him to juin with supersti-

Kuowlcdge, except by the confession ofthose who jtion the violence and persecuting spirit of
‘The pewer granted by {terest bigotry.”

bad committed them?
Christ was clearly a Jjudiciary power, which could

e bit-

We shallnot trouble our selvesto examino the

only be exercised with full knowledge of the cause: 'truth or falschood of Mr. White's pretty stories;
such knowledge could only be obtained by the |but wemust say, that the gross and multiplied mis-
triminal’s own confession. ~ And thus the obligut- 'representaticns in which he has been already de-
ton of confession is clearly founded upon the Scrip- tected, givesa slrong presumptionagainst his ac-
tures,noless than on the uninterrupted tradition of the \curacy in such reporis as these. 1fall the abuses
Catholic Church, in every age from the Apostles. !exist which he enumerates, and if many more ex-

Protestants have often repented of the aboltion ist, they are stil} abuses; and till itcan be shewn o

of confession, and earnestly desired its re-estxblish- that our Church gives countenance to them, they
ment.  This can never be among those wno have will make nothing against the veneration of Relics
taught that Sacramental Confession was noy inst:- 'and Inages;,properly understocod and practised.
tut- d by the Divine Founder of Chrstianity, “ihey ' 1f Mr. White means to assert that Relics are not to
will 10 more submit to such a yoke than the first be had in a proper degre of veneration, the evid-

Christians would have done, if they had not belicy-
ed it of divine anpointment.

_ 1t is a corious faet, that Mr. White's difficul-
ties about Confession vrre very ably treated by a
celebrated rayal theologian, no less a ersonage
than King Henery VI, who wrote as follows, in
his “ Defence of the Scven Sacraments, against
Luther.”—«But ag to Confession, if not a word
was said ar read in figure, or spoken by the Holy
Fathers; yet whenI see every one for so wmany
centuries confessing his sins 1o the Priests, when
from that very practice I behold so much good
come, and no evil, I can neither believe nor think
but that the practice was appointed and preserved,
not by m}x human crunse!, but by divine com-
mand, For neither could the people ha.> been
everbrougt, by any huan authority, to pour out
n the ear of another, who could divulge themifhe
pleased, their most secret sins, of which their con-
scince gave them a horror, and which it was so

such their interests to conceal, svithso much con- !

fussion, and yet so readily: nor could it happen,
that whereas so many Pricsts, good and bad, are
promiscuously employed iu hearing Confessions,
cven those should keep them sccret. who keep not-
hing clsc; unless God, who instituted this Sacra-
ment, protected by a special grace so salutary an

institation. ¥ am persuaded, therefore, whatever,

J.uther may say, that Confession comes not from
any popular custom or institution of the Fathers, |
but owes its estallishment and preservation to God
bimself.”> Thus wrote our royal “Defender of
the Faith”’ against the patriarch of the Reforma-
tion,

From Confession, Mr. White, after a senfence'
or two about the unncriptural encroachments of
Romamsts, passes on to the subject of Rolics and
Lmages. e thus questions hisreader:—*Did you

ence of Scripture, ofall tradition and the Holy
| Fathers, is against him; and St. Jerome will con-
demn him in the remarkable language he used
\against Vigilantius: “ThePope then does wrong
iwhen he offers sacrifice to the Lord over what we
laccount the venerable bones, but what yeu call the
vile dust of the dcad men, Peter and Paul, and
" considers tneir tombs as the Altars of Chyist>—Oh
|impious assertion, to be denounced to the ends of
the earth!*’ ‘The Pastors of the Catholic Chusch
have always whatched with the greatest care to
‘| prevent and corsect every kind of abuse in the ven-
ijeration of relicsand holy Iroages. The useof them

is not of obhgation ugon any Catholic; yet we are
jlunsparipgly reproac ed, as if we placed our hopes

of salvation in the passession of them. We cannot
better conclude than in the feeling language of the

ious and lcarned Dr. Milner on this subject—
)| itis a point agreed upon among Catholic Doctors
{land Divines; that the memorials of Religion form
no essentia} part of it. Hence, if you should be-
come a Catholic, as I pray God you may, I shall
never ask you, if you have a pious picture orrelic,
orso much asa crucifix in your possession; but
then, Ytrust, after the declarations 1 bave made,
i‘ that you will not account me an idelater, should

you see such things in my Oratory or Study;or
'{should you observe how tenacious Yamof anv cru-
cifix in particular. Your faith and devotion may
not stand in need of such memorials; butmine, alas!

gl
v

i

do. I am too apt to forget whatmy Saviour
has done and suffercd for me; but the sight of his
representationoften brings this to my memory, and
affects my sentiments. H ;

with most of the books in my library, than with the
fizurc of my cmicified Lovd.”’~—~Endof Religious

ence, I would rather part

Controversy, Letter 34,
To be Continued.

ever find mention of Relics in ihe Bible?,” The!

reader is made  to answer—Certainly not.” We:
.suppose, then, thatthe obsequious rcader never:

ORIGINAL.

woked into the YFourth, or, as 1t is called in the i
Protestants "Franslation, the Second Book of Kings'
ch, xiii, v. 21, where it is mentioned that a dead
bodly was raised to life by kaving touched the boncs'
«§ the Prophet Eliscus, or Elisha: and thathe
never saw, in {lie second chapter of the samc:
Book, that the same Prophet had vsed 1 Relic, na-
aely. the cloak of Elias or Elijak, to divide the:
woters of the Jordan,  IIe never read, we presume,

0¥ OUR SAVIOUR’S PASSION AND DEATH.
[ Extracted from a MS. poem on Clarity.]

With pray‘rinsolitude he next prepates

For Liis last morta) conflict; ev’n todeath
Himselfdeveting; guiitless for our guilt:

Our ransom’s witling victin, doow’d to blecd

Behold him stretch'd in a ony severe
Of atortal avguish; wow prelusive felt

176 )

Tohis great suﬂ'cring; tragedy display'd:

With all oar crimes his innotenee oppress®d,— Levit 16 92
‘That loath’d the toad it bore: ull from him forc’d,

His sweat of blood the ground hag all imbru'd:

And pitging angels stay’d thele sinking Lond;

Asfromits task bis human nature trul

Shrank shudd’ring back, aad felt unwont dismay.

Neat see him bi his faithless Sosot friend
With treach’rous kiss betray'd. and now by all
His frighten’d followers left, the butt expos'd
To unrelenting hate, and hostile scorn

In Idiot's puise, was wisdom®s self arrayd
By man derisnve ! aore lus sacred sides
Smarfed beneath the ruffian’s scousge applicd s
And emblems mock of Majesty were gir’n
To him, great Nature’s univessat Lord.

The purple, round his naked shoulders floog:
The reed n.¢ sceptre; and the thorny erown,

; With prickly weeais: his bleeding brows that bound +

And, more insulting, ev’n vvith him compar'd—Psaim 23, 5
The worst offelons, ready pref’rence found.

Then to the fatal Mount, as Isaac erst,

Beaniug the wood of his own sacrifice Genes. 22, 6
He journey’d onwards. nor lnmself refus’d

A ready vietim at his Father's call————Fcbr. 10, 9.

Piere’d were his limbs, and pinion’d to the tree—Js 19, 39.
The fruitof which forbidd’a had mortul prov’d.— Zace 12,10
Now fruit that yields divine ; death’s antdote ( Prov 11, 81
v'reign prescrib’d mid all the gulty doom’dd John 6 50-142
Sole gwiltless he, the criminal chiefappears. ¢ Js. 53, 12.
\Vherg on bis mercy’s throse, twixt heav’n and earthMark 8.
Conspicuous rais’d; and thirsting for our weal,~Johr 19, 29.
L.oath’d sorrow’s cup ev’n to the dregs he drain’d
Sparing us, elso reserv’d, the bitter émught.

Next for hismurd'rers eamest he implores—ZLuke23, 31
Forgivenzss ; pleading meck their crimes excuse.—
When, loud proclaim’d our ransom’s full discharge,— Jokn I
Like faded fow’r, that bends beneath the blast, ~ [30.
With all ber blushing honours round her slrew’d’,

e drops recumbent on his peaceful breast

His holy head, resign’d ; and calm expires.

Yet did pot Nature calm th’ event bebold :~Luke 23, 41+
She shook throughoat, fu all ber vasty frame
With horror {ed while th® affrighted sup
Tarn'd from the sight: and darkness interpos'd,
In deepest gloom the Dejeidothat vel’d.
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