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priate season of Chiristmas, Good Friday or Easter, Nvas easily
understood and vividly remeinbered."*

But these sacreci representations soon becamë subject to abuse.
Droil characters, comie scenes, andi ridiculous speeches, wvere
introduced in order to excite rnirth ; and a flippant and irrevereut
tre..t.tnent of the rnost sublimne theines became a prevailing vice.
Maniy of the clerical performers degraded thiemselves to the level
.of 'buffoons, and the Mfiracle plays, originally intended to com-
niunicate religious instruction, freq*uently degenrtdit ra

and indecent farce. The lower clergy. adopted this vehicle for the
abuse of their superiors: and the rude popula.ce, found in them,

* both subjects for burlesque and caricature. Thus the most sacred
associations of religion becamne degraded into objects of vulgar
mnirth. The languytage evno h eaecracters-wTho were
generaliy represented by boys, however- was frequently exceed-
ingly-I cojarse, and gives us a low opinion of the manners of thie age.
The devils, especially, or 'tormeators,"'* as they were calied, were
the clowns of the play, and caused infinite merrimnent by their
rude jokes and buffoonery.

The stage -vas divided into three parts, to represent heaven,
,earth, and heUl.; and very intricate and iîigenious machine-ry wvas
often employed to produce proper theatrical effect. These stages
were frequently on wheels, so that they inight be drawn about.
Tiie gross ideas of the age concerning the inaterial torments of the
da'nined were faithfly delineaýted. The xnonks doubtless tliought a
very salutary lesson wvas inculcated when a man ivho refused to pay
hi-, tithes; or a wvoman wlio adulterated lier aie, or sold too scanty
iastire, -%vas draggoed off forcibly by demons to Ill Mouth, froin

-whichi belchied fire and smolce. The devils woie flame-coloured
anti grotesque clothIing, and carried clubs of buckram sfuffed with
sawdust, with -%vhichi they vigorous1y belaboured each other and

*A Passion-Play is stili represented every ten years at Oberammergau, ini
Bavaria, in fulfllient of a vow miade on the cessation of a pestilence ini A.]D.,
1613 As niany as 500 pensant performers take part, andl the spectac'e is wit-
ni-as,.d hy thousands of visitors froni al parts of :Bavalia, Tyroi ana mrore
distant places. The rehearsal lasta several days. and, like the Greek draina, iz
p rformed in the o'pen air. It part<ike of a highly religions oliaracter, and the
repr*entativýes of sacrcd persons arc selecteaI for their piety of JMfe, ana are set
apart bv prayer. Similar plays, but of inferior menit, are aiso performed. ini
the V.-llages around Innspruck.
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