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MISSION-BAND LESSON.
CouaNaDA—FIrsT Parr.

Leader, ‘The subject of our study to-day is our first. and
principal station. I suppose you all know in what part
of India the Telugu country is situated, and Cocanads is
a city near the coast, and about 20 miles from the great
Godavari river. When Mr. Molaurin went there in
1874, there was about 44,000 people in it, now there
are over 125,000, Isn’t it strange that we were guided
1 begin work to a city 8o like our own name. You know
that Co is & prefix with us, meaning with ; and who can
tell with the help of Canada, what has been done, or what
can be done to make the people better and happior.
And now let us think of Cocanada in 1867. There is
another name to associate with that date, beside Con-
fodoration and Mr. Timpany's sailing for Indis.

First. Do we know anything about anyone in Cocan-
ada that year?

Ans, Yes, The same time that God was speaking
w Mr. Timpany and saying to him, **Go and tell the
Telugus sbout Me,"” He was speaking to a Telugu gentle-
man, known to us as Thomas Gabriel, and calling him
also to the work of preaching. Gabriel had a good posi-
tion in the Government service in Cocanada, and in 1867
he wes sent to Bombay. On his way he stayed some
time in Madras, where he met a Baptist minister who
showed him that he ought to put on the uniform of
Christ and enter His service. So he was baptized, and
having bad his eyesopened to see Ohrisc and heard his com-
mission *‘ Go preach the Gospel,” hin heart was filled with
an ardent desire to tell others about Him, His busineas
took him back to Cocanada, and after leaving the office
he used to go into the streets and presch. After a time
ho gave up his position and spent his whole time in mis-
sionary work., But Gabriel soon fouud cut what we
know so well, and that is that no regular work can be
done without money. He was working alone in a great

heathen city, and as he won one convert after another °

he had to have some place to meet, a0 after he had
ysthered about 100 converts and eatablished a few schools
he found himself iu debt and felt he muat have some
society to back bim. He first asked the English Bap-
tists, then the American Baptists, but was refused.
Then someone told him there was another nation in
North America besides the United States, called Can-
nda, snd that Oanadisn Baptists were interested in the
Telugus. He went to Ongole to see Mr. MoLaurin, and
pleaded his cause so warmly, that Mr. Molaurin sent
such an urgent appeal to the Board at home—that he
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was decided at once to take up the mission at Cocanada
and make it our own. Thus it was through Thomas
Gabriel that God lad ua to our present mission field in
India.

" Second. Who was Mr. MoLaurin ¢

Ans, He was our second Foreign Missionary, and
left Oahada in 1868, to work under the American Bap-
tist Union, although we undertock his support. After
he had learned the language he was stationed at Ungole.
In 1873 he baptized over 700 converts, but when Gabriel
came with what hé felt was a message from God, he wil-
lingly left this gresat field and went to shepherd Gabriel’s
little flock. After Gabris! bad taken Mr. MoLaurin
over the fleld and showed him the villages where hia
converts were, his work was done. Mr. McLaurin went
to Cocanada in March, 1874, and nine months after
Gabriel, having served his generation, passed away to
heaven. As he held Mr. McLaurin's hand his last
words were, ** Jesus is precious.”

Leader. It was fortunate for us during those first
years at Cocanada that wo had such clever and self-
roliant men as Mr. McLaurin and Mr., Timpany to act
for us. For the people in Canada had had no experience
in conducting s Foreign Missionary Sociaty, and Mr.
MecLaurin had to decide a great many things for himself,
One waa the purohase of the fine mission property we
have in that city. It is about 12 scres, and has ou it
a good house 60 feet wide by 44 deep, snd a verandah
10 foet wide all around, and this with cook houss, stablea,
wolls, roads, etc., was bought for 84,600! The house
alone had cost almost double that amount. To this
houss every missionary from Ontario and Quebec has
gone ; and it has been the home of nearly all for some
time. :

Third. What success attended Mr, MoLaurin's Iabors

Ans. They were greatly blessed. He tells us how he
folt at that time. * You cannot imagine how we feel
face to face with the Devil. I have trembled with eager-
ness, and melted into tears as I have thought of it. I
have sat in the prow of my boat and scanned vest
stretches of country, with a pupulous village every two or
three miles, containing hundreds of thousands of immor-
tal beings who have never heard intelligibly the way of
life, and I have gazed with a yearning heart upon the
poor wretches as I saw them pass along the canal bank,
and I knew they must burn in hell forever because there
was no one to tell them of Jesus. Yet, 1 have aat ona
cot in & house that in many places in Canada would be
called & poor pigsty, and allowed the tears to stream
down my faoce unrestrained as I looked npon thess redesm-
ed ones aud heard them sing of a ‘ Father in Heaven,’ ' A
Bleased Klder Brother,’ ‘ A Home Beyond the Clouds.’
Ah! at such moments I felt Heaven very near.” Isit
any wonder that in 1874 he baptized 133. As soon as



