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t.-very evil tlîougit and unruly passion.
This is the more noble and glorious
purpose of Oie use of the gavel alluded
to in the monitor, and this is the
divesting of tAie heart and conscience
of the vices and superfluities of life
which lits ïMasons as living stones for
that spiritual building referred to very
often by anti-Masons, and which few
of them are likely to obtain. Indeed,
temple i)uildirig-in the spiritual sense
-is the sublime idea of Masonry, and
ail the iniplemients of the Craft are
suliordinatcd. to this grand work ; aie
symibols of wvhat nmust go on in the
soul under the overseeing of the
Supreme Architect, and, therefore, in
tight against them, or rather against
God, and this is precisely wvhat anti-
Masons are daily doing and glorying
iii. Where, t'nev, is salvation for themn ?
-John W. Brown, i/z .A'aàonic Con-
sie/ation.

THE SPIRIT AND THE LETTER.

John B. Gough relates a little iii-
cident that is so pertinent to Masonry
at the present lime tliat it is recalied
here. There lived in England one
time a man who wvas noted as a
Biblical scholar. Indeed so familiar
had this man become with the scrip-
turcs that he knew them by heart from
Genesis to Revelation. If gihen a
text of seripture this man could tell
the exact place where it was foundc and
give both the chapter and verse. Like-
wise if given the chapter and verse he
could quote the exact language there
found. Nowv, Mr. Gough did not
helieve that such a man existed and
further doubted bis ability to do ail
that ivas claimred for him. He there-
fore hunted him up and said, I under-
stand that you knowv the Bible from
beginning to end, and I would like to
test your knowledgze of the book.

Mr. Gougli then proceeded to quote
certain passages of scripture and the
man told him exactly where they were
found. He then proceeded to nanie
certain chapters and the number of the
verse and the mati told hiiîn the exact

language there fouîîd. Mr. Gougli tlien
thoughit lie WOUld test the miai a litile
fürther and quoted the followiiig froîîî
Shiake-,peai c: "The u ndiscovered coun-
try from wnose boumne no traveller
retu'rns," etc., and asked hitn where it
wvas foutid. Now the mian knew that
the wvords quoted %vere not founid in
tlie Bible and lie turiîed upon Nlr.
Gougli withi such a flood of prufianity
that lie Bced froni bis presence.

This manî kiîew Uic lecuer of the law
perfectly, but hiad neyer r-nastered the
spirit. There are lo)ts of Masois wvho
are like the Englisbi Biblical scliolar.
Tlîcy know the letter of Masonry per-
fectly, but have neyer rnastered the
spirit. Tlhey cati say the ritual for-
wvards and backwards, but do not
manîfest tAie spirit of Masoiîry iii every
day lufe. Thîis is otie of the evul
tendencies of the times. Everything
bas ruîî to perfect ritualisnî uîîtîi a
man's standing iii our ancient Craft is
bascd largely upon lus riLualistic repu-
tation. 'The practical lessons wlîich
are inculcated are lost siglît of in the
strifc for greâter perfectioni in word and
rrovemetît. Eveti expressive work is
sacrîficed to a mere rehearsal of words
and movenuents and tAie average
worker is so concerîîed for fear of an
error tlîat the idea of making a candi-
date feel the lesson inculcated is lost
sight of. Let us, therefore, lay less
stress upon the letter of tAie laîv and
nmore on tAie spirit. Let us issue com-
nmissiouns to those wvho are fouîîd pro-
ficietît as expoîîeîts of the great prin-
ciples of Freenîasonry as well as to
tlîose wlîo are faultless in ritual.-
.Illiois .Mason.

TRUE BROTHERHOOD.

The tvo fuîîdamnîtal principles of
Freemasonry are the universal father-
hood of God and the universal brotAier-
hood of miat. IJpon these rest the
beautiful tenets of our profession,
brotherly love, relief and truth. These
doctrines are so familiar to ail Masons,
50 ofteiî repeated in the work, of the
Lodge, that we treat them, far too
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