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OUR PRESENT POSITION.

The moet important recent political
event affecting the history of the pro-
hibition movement in Canada, was the
second meeting of the Legislation
Committee of the Dominion Alliance,
held in the Railway Committee Room
of the Parliament Buildings at Ottawa,
on April 20th.

The Alliance Legislation Committee
is composed of the members of Parlia-
ment favorable to prohibition, along
with & few other persons appointed by
the Dominion Alliance Annual Meet.
ing., Sessions of the Commiittee are
held while Parliament is sitting. A
meeting on March 22nd at which forty-
nine members of Parliament were
present, aloug with the other membhers
of the committee, adopted a resolution
reported in the April Camr Firy,
declaring that the question of prohibi-
tory legislation ought to be brought
before Parliament, and recommending
the appointment of a sub-committee to
consider how this could best be done.

The - proposed sub-committee was
appointed, and the meeting on April
20th, was called to receive its report.
The sub-committee was divided in its
views, A majority favored the intro-
duction of legistation extending the
scope of the Canada Temperance Act,
80 as to make it applicable to provinces,
A minority presented a veport calling
upon the Goverment to introduce a
law of prohibition for the whole Dom-
inion,

The discussion of these reports was
carried on largely on party lives,
Liberal members of Palicunent favor-
ed themajority report,cliiming that the
overwhelming v ot e against prohibition
in the Provinee ot Quebec, made it un-
desirable to ask for a prohibitory law
that  would include that  Provinee,
and also argued that as the Goovern-
ment had definitely retused to intro-
duee o prohibitory law, a vesolution
reqiesting ~uch aetion woihd be con
sidered @ motion of wmt of confidence

y

in the Goverment, and wonld onldy
pestlt in e strnaht party division,
defeating the e-olution.  Conserva
tive  enther~  cluamed thir the
opinion of probibitonsts bedue tha
the Goverment wasin the wion e
conupittec shonld take tha wroand,
and secure @ diviston i the Honae o
Conmons G show prolidetionist~ who
were their trac oends,

The meetin  which wasa buwae ong,
voted down both andd
u(]j()“l‘ll(‘d Gl Bvter o the day s to abloaw
the subcomnnites 1y prepare another

lr'n}u)\“'lull\

veport.

When the Legislation Committee
re-assembled, the sub-committes pre.
sented another report, which will be
found in the circular published on the
firat page of this paper, under sub.
heading ‘* Report on plan of Action.’
This report was adopted without any
dissenting vote, although not meeting
the views of those who favored the
policy of urgihg the Government to
introduce prohibition legislation for
the whole Dominion. *

The meeting also appointed the
following committee, to carry out the
decision that had been made:—Hon. A.
Vidal: Hon. J. C. Aikina; Di. Thomas
Chriatie, M. P.; John H, Bell, M. P. ;
T. B. Flint, M.P.: Firman McClure,
M.P.; Major E.L.Bond; J.J. Maclaren.
Q. C. and F. 8, Spence.

On May lst, a meeting of the Dom-
inion Alliance was held at Torouto, to
consider the situation. After much
discussion the conclusions of the Com- :
mittee were embodied in an **Address,”
which is printed in full in this paper,
under the heading ‘A Prohibitory
Law.”

DISSATISFACTION.

Prohibitionists are deeply dissatisfled
with the failure of the Dominion Gov-
ernment to introduce into Parliament .
legislation to carry out the mandate of
the people on September 20th laat.

Expressions of this dissatiafaction
are resented hy some prohibitionists.
They claim that the overwhelming
majorily against prohibition in Quebec

justifies the Government in not pro-
moting & law to take effect in that.
Province, contrary to the overwhelm-
ing anti-prohibition vote then given.
In reply it has been urged that the
Quebec vote is not a fair expression of |
public opinion, that Quebec is already .
to a great extent under prohibition, |
and therefore favorable to such legis-
lation, that the French-Canadians are
a law-abiding people and would not
resict prohibition, and that a part of
, the Dominion ought to submit to the
, whole.
| Without discussing the soundness or
junsoundness of these contentions, we
'have no hesitation in asserting that,
capart from them altogether, and even
if the argument be admitted that a
i prohibitory law would be unjust to
'Quebec, there is still full justitication
i for the dissatisfaction of the unfairly-
rtreated prohibitionists.
- Lf it would be wrong to take the
Qiquor-trafic away from Quebec aguinst
the expressed will of the people, it is
' surely wrong to force the liguor-trattic
upon the other Provinces against the!
expressed will of the people.
The grave mistake of the Goveyn.i
ment is its total failure to do anything |
at all for the greater part of the Do,
minion and the greater majority of (he '

'
i

TURNING OUT THE GOVERNMENT

The Government has treated the pro*
hibitionists badly. Itis therefore strongly
urged by some people that it is the duty
of prohibitiomsts to do all they can to
overthrow the Government.

This is right, provided it is clear that
by overthiowing the Government we
shall help the cause of prohibition,
weaken the ‘liquor traffic or mitigate
the terrible evils of intemperance.

If it can be shown that turning out
the Liberals and putting in the Conser-
vatives will be of any advantage to the
temperance reform, then it is our duty
to use every effort to bring about the
change.

Nay more! Our grievance with the
Liberal leaders is that they have refused
to give us the legislation for which we
voted in good faith, believing that those
leaders intended to obey the mandate
they invited. If the leaders of the Con-
servative party will now declare their
willingness to accept that mandate, and
give us total prohibition in all the Pro.
vinces and Territories that voted for it,
then it will be the duty of prohibitionista
to rally round those Conservative leaders
and do all that can be done to overthrow
the Liberal Government and put the
Conservatives in a position to redeem
their promise. Will they give us the
opportunity ?

Unless this is done, we will be wasting

iour time in helping either party to

simply defeat the other, and our duty is

. to endeavor, regardless of partizanship,

to get from Parliament the legislation
that the Government ought to have
introduced, holding every member per-
sonally responsible for the position he
takes upon the question, and uniting at
next election to defeat every man who
opposes what 1s s0 manifestly right, and
to return a Purlinment, pledged to obey
the expressed will of the people.

NEW LICENSES IN ONTARIO,

During the past month the press
showed that there was unusual activity
on the part of the temperance people
in Ontario, in effort to secure further
reduction of licenses, Boards of Com-
missioners were heset by deputations,
to  withhold

and earnestly urged

There was also manifest on the part

. |
rof the liguor traffie, keen activity in |
lendeavoring to secure hetter locations |

for existing  licenses, the trafHe

evidently feeling that the steady

IMPORTANT.

ToroNTO, 1800,
DxAR FRIEND,—

You are respectfully requested to
carefully examine The Camp Fire,
a neat four-page monthly Prohibition
paper, full of bright, pointed, con-
venient facta and arguments ; contain-
ing also a valuable summary of the
latest news about our cause, It is just
what is needed to inapire workers
and make votes.

The victory won last year was
only the opening of a campaign in
which the liquor traffic will do its
utmost to block, delay, and if possible
prevent our securing the enactment
and enforcement of prohibitory law.
we have plenty of hard fighting ahead
of us. We must keep posted and
equipped, knowing all that is being
done by our friends and foes, and
sophistry and misrepresentation that
will be advanced.

The OCamp Five will beoneof the
best aids you can have in the struggle.
It will contain nothing but what you
need. Every number ought to be
preserved, You cannot afford to be
without it, and the subscription price
is only nominal, Twenty-five cents
POr YOar.

While a necessity to every prohibi-
tion worker the The Camp Fire will
also be of special value for distribution.
Literature won the plebiscite victory.
We must keep up the educating work.
Printed matter tells. It does its work
continuously, silently, fearlessly and
No form of literature is so generally
read and so potential as the up-to-date
periodical. It comes with the force
and ioterest of newness and life, For
this reason the form of a monthly
journal has been selected.

This journal will be in every respect
reliable and readable. Every article
will be short, good and forcible, con-
taining nothing sectional, sectarian or
partizan. The literature of the old
world and the new world will be
ramsacked for the most helpful and
}eﬂect.ive material. The price is very
'low.
| Such literature will convince many
& man whom his neighbors cannot
convince. It will talk to him quietly,
in hisown home, in hisleisure moments,
.when he can listen uninterruptedly,
'when he cannot talk back and when

| approval of objectionable applications, ; the personality of the talker cannot

i interfere with the effect of the talk.

It will ply him with facts, arguments
rand appeals, that will influence,
(mmstruct and benefit him. It will set

|him thinking. This is half the battle.
‘Its wide circulation will swell the

people, while it gives the people ”f-flt'vroase in the number of licenses ! vietory that we are about to win, This

Quehee all that they desive,

ris not likely to stop.  Better business s its object.

If we admit every word of the pleas gites are therefore being snugh} at:tor, -~ Yourhelp iz asked in this great work.
that have been offered on beludf of (he and there have heenmany applications g, y soricty should subscribe for and

liyuor-traflic in Quebee, the facr il
remains that outside that l'l‘n\'ill!‘(‘..
the Government refused 1o give (he
peapte what they asked for by amnjor.
Hy of U798 vores,

Those who argue that it was vight 1o
oliey the voice of the people in Qachee,
are tiakhing it clearthat the Governaent
should have tahen s haction as wonhi
cecine prohibition for the 1e<t ot (he
Donninion,

It the Govertnment had Gihen ~ome
sucly action as thyt reconnynended by
the Abanee Legishtion Committes at
Ottawasthere would not have heen gy
good geand for
thoat Lo exXists.

the  dissatistaction
Asit isthe Govey -
ment  has totally failed to aet fustiy
.0 PO .
and fairly towards the prohinicion <.
and metits the consure of those wiih
hetivse in righteonnsness gl g
| o . .
s politieal affairs.

i

for transtoers,

It is geatifying to he able to report
that in wany cases Lirense Comnis,
stoners have heen very careful, and
that many applicitions have been ve-
fused.  The report for the license year
st begun will show another reduction

vin the number of heenses jssaed

Ontarie,

The Dommion Government has Qi -
atlowad an ordinanee of the Yubon
Counell, respecting the <ale of fntoxi-
citing liguors in the Yakon Iistiet.
The Oeder in Couneil setting ont the
dis-allowance also declares that until
(he Yukon Couneil passesan ordinance
respecting the liguor teattie, which
meets the approval of the Dominion
Government, no permits are to he

ity in : iesued antharizing the introduction of |

any Hguorinto the Yukon,

distribute hundreds of copies. This is
the easiest and surest plan of inaking
prohibition votess  Look at theterms:

Twenty ocopies will be sent
to any one address every
month for six months, for ONE
DOLLAR, payable in advance.

On no other plan ean a small invest-
ment he made to produce so much of
cdueative result., One hundred and
fwenty copies nmay be placed in as
many homes, and have more than
AL A THorsaND readers,  One doflar
will cover this placing of the cliims of
oar cause hefore five hundred people.
Ten dollrs may reach FIVE THOUS.
PANDL WILL YOU HELP U8 7
. Address,

IF. S, SPENCE,
al Confederation Life Bailding,
! Toronto



