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The third annual session of the Provincial Educational Associa-
tion was held at Truro on thp 12th and 13th of July. It was attend
cd by nearly 300 members cithor teachors oruthiers directly conneet-
ed with the work of education.

An essay on *¢ Technicsl edueation” by Dr. J. Gordun McGregor

of Dalhousio collége, has been published and exteustvely errculated.
It epitomizes with great clearness and precision the history of edu-
cational dovelopment in this important direction. It shows what
Nova Scotia is not doing. .

Tho third annual session of the Provincial Educational Associa-
tion was held at Truro on the 12th and 13th of July. At 9a. m.
on Weduesday the 12th, tho Superintendent of Educatton, as ex-
officio President of the Associntion, called the members to order mn
the spacious Assembly Hall of the Provicial normal school. In
his upening remarks he congratulated the Association on the suc-
cess of its past meetings, on its growing influence for good, and on
the auspicivus circumstances under which i1t now convened. He
wished members to claim and exorcise complete freedom of speech
on discussing all legitimate educational questions. The report of
the oxecutive committee, embracing a duly audited account of the
year's receipts and expenditures, and a carefully prepared pro-
gramme of exercises for the present session was preparved by the
secretary of tho committes, Mr. A. McKay. On motion the report
was unanimously rcceived and adopted. —Mr. A. McKay (Halifax
High School) and Mr. B. McKittrick, B. A. were unanimously re-
elected to the positions of Secretary and Assistant Sceretary. Prof.
Walter Smith, State Dircctor of Art Education, Massachusetts, was
at this point introduced to the Association, and procecded, m ac-
cordance with the programme, to deliver an address upon the sub-
ject of drawing in scheols., The specific title of dr. Smith's
ecture was ‘‘ Definition of Industrinl Drawmg: How Industrial
Drawing should be taught, and who shall teachi1t.”  In developing
his subject, he sought to dissipate prevailing nusconceptions regard-
ing it. Ho clearly defined and illustrated the distmction betiween
strictly artistic cultare and the instruction possible in the ordinary
schools of a country. Industrial drawing, as he aimed to make 1t
general and pupular, was something simple—a power to give clear-
ness to the vision and precision to the touch. It was not a recon-
dite accomplishment, impossible to the many. It was a faculty
which all human beings of reasonable endowments can attam r.nto,
The value of sense cducation was unfolded and eloquently msisted

on. The closing part of the lecture dealt with the practical side of
the subject. Mr. Smith exhibited a large number of illustrations

representing the clementary steps in industrial drawing and show-
ing what could be accomplished by regular teachers in connection
with their ordinary school-room work. The futility of employing
a class of specialists to do what regular teachers can be trammed to
do much wmore offectively was earnestly dwelt upon by thespeaker.
The first part of the afterncon session of Wednesday was devoted
to practical exercises in teaching. Lessons were given mn botany,
mincralugy, and elocution by two teachers of the Model Schools
connected with the provincial normal school, Misses Hamuilton and
Church. These exercises recetved careful attention from the large
and deeply interested audience. After o brief recess, the report of
the committeo appomted last year by the Association to*prepare a
courso of study for high schools and lugh schoo) departments. was
submitted to the chairman, Principal Calkin of the provincal
nurmal schoul.  In presenting the report, Mr. Calkin briefly indi-
cated the difflculties encountered by the comnuttee and the methods
by which it had been sought to fairly comprumise between conflict-
ing views. Printed copics of the high school course were lad upon
the table, and afterwards distributed among the members, as a
part of the roport of the commuttee. Mr. E. J. Lay (Amherst

awademy; 1 vpening the discussion on the proposed course, ex-|

preseed himself 1n terms of general approval. He vindicated the
place assigned to classical studies.  Mr. McKay (Secretary) vigor-

ously impeached the arrangement of subjects in the course, so far as

cation in its relation to Industrinl Development and Houschold
Taste.” The chair was vccupied by the Superintendent of Educa-
tivn. The audivnce was une of the largest ever assembled 1n Truro.
Among others present was His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,
In the fiest part of his lecture, Mr. Snuth gave an nteresting
‘histury of the develupment of art cducation, paitwuiarly of mdus-
trial drawing as a branch of cummon schoul instruction, and traced
tho offects of this develupment un the progress and wealth of
nations ; in the latter, hoe dwelt with great humor and instructive-
ness on aspects of art education related tv dumestic cconomy and
enjoyment. The lecture was illustrated by a superb collection of
drawings from the normal art school, Bostun. The proceedings of
Thursday morning’s scssion were opened with the 1eading of a
paper on * Intornal School Management ” by C. W. Roscue, M. A.,
mspector of achools, in which much sound thought was displayed
and many valuable suggestions made as to the Lest muthods of
securing the healthful growth and development of nund and budy.
The speaker showed that unity of aim and eftort on the patt of all
interésted in cacrying forward the work of education is nccessary.
The powers, prerogatives and duties of teachers were clearly
defined. Tho legitimate means of securing proper attention to
study in schoul were represented to be the instinctive luve of
knowledge, or curiosity, force of cexample, the desire of achieve-
ment, and, under proper regulation, the principle of emulation.
The above paper, which wasmost attentively received, was followed
by an object lesson in insectology by Miss Fletcher of the mudel
school. This lesson served as an appropriate introduction tv the
next exercise, which was the reading of a paper by A, H. McKay,
B. Sc., entitled ** Notes on the Natural History uf the prescribed
common school course.” Tt is impossible m this brief extract to
do justice to this elaborate and excellent essay. At the cluse of
the session the Superintendent of Education said he hoped that Mr.
McKay might be induced to prepare a brief manual fo* the guig-
ance of teachers on the natural history subjects of the common
school course. Tlus subject was warmly received by the associa-
tion. The first part of the afternoon sessiun was occupied by Prof.
Smith, who delivered his closing address to the assuciation un the
subject of ¢ Method ” in teaching drawing. His remarks were ex-
clusively directed to the teachers present, and were to the point.
A hearty vote of thanks was then presented to the professor, which
the president supplemented with a few words expressing appreeia-
tion of Mr. Smith’s services. On motion of Inspector Condon,
seconded by Inspector Mackenzie, the assuciation unauimously re-
solved to ask the Council of Public Instructivn to take steps wherchy
the teaching of industrial drawing shall becume general in the
schools of Nova Scotia. At this point a ballot was taken from
members of the executive cummittee, witic the following result :
A. H. McKay (Pictou), Dr. Hall. Prof. Eaton, A. McKay (sec-
retary), Iuspector Roscoe, Inspector Condun, E. J. Lay. The
whole of the closing session (Thursday evening), with the exception
of a few minutes devoted to necessary routine, was occupied withthe
resumed discussion on the course of study for high schouls.  Prof.
Eaton submittedamodification of the committee’scourse. He propos-
| ed to make Latin a compulsory subject, and would prefer to discard
'Grcek altugether,  Mr. Dentun (Keutrville,, thought that no
i siple course would meet vur cducativnal circumstances. Welhavo
different grades of high schuuls or acadenivs.  Sume were capable
of mure advanced and more varied wourh than others. Tlus fact
should be recognized in formulating a carriculum. The president
! ‘Dr. Allison), thought that a well devised course would servo as a
high school test. If institutions called themselves high schuols,
and yet did not, and could not do high school work, it was time
‘tlsuir pretensions were abated. Mo deprecated the suggestion of
making Latin a compulsory subject, nut because he did not appre-
ciate Latin himseif, Lut in view of a wide-spread public opinion
whick it was vain to combat.  Mr. MIKay Pictou), in answer to
Mr. Dentun said the committeo had done the best they. could, but
had nover coutemplated makhing o courze wluch would euable one
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the natural sciences were concorned. The natural order was not |
observed, neither did the course articulate harmomously with the
preceding common school course. Mr. McKay (Pictou academy))
sEokq earnestly in defence of tho course, particularly 1n viewof |
the cniticisms of tho last speaker. ~ Ho urged that m the common §
schools sufficient knowledge of the elementary parts and principles |
of séience was obtainéd to enable pupils to take up the assigned |
subjects with profit. On motion, the discussion was adjourncd. |
Tho evening scssions (Wednesday) was held m the hall of the X. M.
C. A. tu enablo the people of Truro to share with tho assuciation |
the pleasurv of listening to Walter Smith's secture on ** Art Edu- |

man tu du the work of two or three. Mr. Waddell (Halifax hugh
sihoul,, thought that.the two cuurses, cumion schoul and gh
schoul, necdcﬁ.re adjustment sv far as the study of histury was
wneerned.  There was tou wide a gap between the * Brief Bustory
of Englaid ™ and Sumter’s ¢ Outlines of tho Warld's History.™
Papils on this plan would have but an_inadequate knowledge.of
their own conutry. My, Camuren (Yanuouth), cxprussed the
Jpenion-that the suientific. provisivns of the couise Laa bucn ettt
cized with undue -severity. He saw no reasun wly .tivwumy
slivuld not have a place in such a curticulum.  The stars wvuve our



