THE CANADA SCHCOL JOURNAL.

81

e S LT T

—Dr. Harris has given notice to the School Board of St.
Louis that he will not be a candidate for re-election in May
next. This will be a loss to St. Louis, and will bo of serious
jmport to tha profession throughout America, if he retires from
the field of education. During tho twelve years of his in-
apcctoral work the pupils of St. Touis Public Schools have m
creased in number from 15,000 to 50,000.

j1

THE PENMAN'S ART JOURNAL, y
of our most intercsting and valuable exchanges, sud one which
we can éarnestly commend to all who have to do with penman-
ship, either as teachers, pupils, or as professions! pen artists.
It is conducted by Prof. D. T. Awmes, who has long beeh recog-
nized as the lending pen artist of America. His compendium
of *Practical and Ornaméentsl Penmanship ” is the most com-
prehensive and complete handbook in the Penmsa’s art we
have ever examined. Prof. Ames' great experience and skill,
ag author and teacher of penmanship, is couspicuously maifést
through the columns of his Journal.

We are also in receipt of a copy of the Lord's Prayer,
which i given as a premium to each subseriber. It is indedd
a rare gem of pen arb, and a valuable picture.

@ondributions and Corvespondence,
EDUCATION AT THE ANTIPODES. -

$¥ J. GEORA® HODGINS, LL.D., *\R.G.B., DEFUTY MININTAR OF
EDUCATION, TORONTO,
' 430, TIL—EONCLUDED. :

New South Wales, the o’iilesb colony in A.ustraha, contama
an ares of 828,600 square miles, and has & populabon of
abéut 520,000,
colony is nnder the d:rection of ¢ Council of Education con-
gisting of five members—three of whom are Kunights, and four
are members of either branch of the Legidlature. The Coun- |
cil bas been in existence twelvo yoars, ~There sre 1,117
schiools under its control—b561 are * publio,” 268 o provx-
sional,”” 112 “half time,” and 178 ** denominational.” “The
pupils attending these schools are as follows: 71,704 at the
¢ public,” 8,707 at the * prousxonal, 2,218 at the * half
_ time,” and 84,5688 at the s donominational” schools ; fowal;

117,262,
and: « half time,” but from' the context it may be assumied
that  provisional ™ schools are those established in sparse
getfloments, and < half time ™ schools are thoze designed: for
young chiliren. The  denominationsl™: schools are those
ander the control of the Church of Englan&, Church of Bome,
Presbytevians and Mothodists. The expendxtnre on behslf of
the schools undex the vontrol of the Council was $1,864,708 ;
foen, $8Z7,747; iotal, $1,712,460. = The. expeunsts of the
Eduoation Oﬁw were $47,068; -of inspection, $60,781 %
training tenchers, $49,978.  The zalaries ‘'of tenshérs Are

The system of elementary education in this.

No explanation isgivenof thiederms @ provisiongl”

fixed at the following soale : Those holding first-olass certifi-
cates, grade A, $1,020; grade B, 8060; second-class, grade
A, $840; grade °.B $780 ; third-class, grade A, $600; grade
B, $600; grado O, $540. To this seale is uppendea the fol-
lowing singular statement: Tho salarics of unmarried male
teachers, married teachers not assisted by their wives, and
fomale feachexs in oharge of schools, ill bo $60 per annum

[less than the foregoing rates. The Conncil however state,

in any publio school whére no residenco is provided, an allow-
ance for rent will bo made fo the teacher in charge. This ia

X o .. |ane ?ellent provision.
Whose prospectus appears in our advertising columns, is one |

The two weak points of the system are stated to be ¢ non-
attendance of pupile " and the « want of efficient local super-
vision," To remedy the former, the Council issued a cireular
towteachers, “guggesting that they should, by personal inter-
views with parents, or by other means in their power, inquire
into the causes of non-attendance of children, and use every
possible oxertion to bring absentees to sshool.” The report
states that “the tenshers; as & body, carried out the sugges:
tions of the cireular with commendabls zeal. . . . More-
over, the eirculay was found to producé a usefnl effect in
another way." The teddhers, by personal inquiry, made them-
selyes acquainted with the views and feelings of the reople
upon the subject of education] . . . Some valugble in-
Zormation has thus Leen elicited,” which it is proposed to tnm
to practical sccount. Apait from the special object here

\ stated, the visits of teachers to the parunts gannot fail o bave

s beneficial effect on the disvipline and educstional progress
of thé schools: We would therefore strongly comuiend the
practice. The second" point of weakness mentioned is the
lack of school supervxslon by the logal boards and trustees.

"|The visits of inspectors are not sufficient to oonntersot the

ill-effects of this local supineness,

Tasmania.—This small colony embracss 26,215 squsve’
qiiles, and contaitts &' population - of sbottt 110,000. The
schools in Tasmania have been managed by & Board of Edu-
cation since 1868. "here were 165 schools in operation
in 1878, with s noming} sttendance of 12,458. 'The average
attendance, however, was QnIyB 082; or not one- -half, The.
expenditures on byhalf of educatxon amounted to $182,400,
divided as.follows : - Salaries- of feschers and other expenses,
$106,000; buildings, $12,800; exhibitions of $25, $50, and:
$100 each; $4,080; niglit-echools;, $1,200 ; sesretary, inspoc-
tors, &o., $9;280. Abont $1,000 are pa.xd 1o traant-officers.

One feature of the Taemaman syatem of education is the’
establishment of. exhx'bxtzons and scholarships for pupils in the
‘public and, superior schaols. These exhibitions and scholar-
ships are ogn_;‘etrod ugon. pnpzla ‘passing sntoesafully from the
prblie to: the saperior schodls, ahd from the- Iatier to the uni-
versities: ‘Their. Vahm wry from $25, $60 and $100; to
$1,000 per aninuin;- The latter re conferred npoti * Tasma:’
pian scholars,” and are aeé:gned to defray their experises at
the English universities. Two ave copforred each year, snd
are tena'ble for four years, In uidxhon to these’ bursaries,
there are wedals and prises conferred npon successful m&;
ﬁstes for tho degraoof “Anomste of Arts . .



