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-Dr. Harris has given notice to the School Board of St.
Louis that he will not be a candidate for re-election In May
next. This will be a losA te St. Louis, and will bo of serious
import to the profession throughout America, if he retires from
the field of education. ,Durini the twelve yers of his in-
speotoral work the pupils of St. Louis Public Schools have in-
orueased in number fropi 15,000 te 60,060.

THE PENMAN'S ART JOURNAL,
Whose prospectus appears in our advertising columns, ie one
of our moast interesting and valuxable exchangese and one which
we can earnestly commend te all who bave te do with penman-
ship, either as teachera, pupils, or as professions-, pen artists.
It is conducted by Prof. D. T. Ames, who has long beeh recog-
nized as the leading pen artist of Amnrica. His compendiuni
of "Practical and Ornàmentttl Penmanship " is the most com-
preheusive and complete handbook in the Penna's art we
have ever examined. Pròf. Ames' great experience and skill,
as author and teacher of pen~manship, is couspicuously wnaifést
througlh the columns of his Journal.

We are also in receipt of a copy of the Lord's Pirayer,
which is given as a premiuin, to each subscriber. It is indedd
a rare gem of pen art, and a valuable picture.
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liew south Wales, the ca1est colony in Astraia, contain 
au ares of 828,500 square miles, ana has a population of
abónt 520,000ý The systom of elementary education in tis
colony is under the drection of P Couneil of Education con-
sisting cf five members-three of whom are Knighta, and four
are members of either branch of tho Ldgislature. Thé Coun--
cil bas been in existence twelve yoars. There tre 1,117
schools under its control--61 are "public, 98 ' provi-
sional," 112 "lalf time,' and 178 denomnationaL.' t he
pupils attending these schools are as folloes : 71,794 at the
"publie," 8,707 at the "provisional," 2,218 at the "lalf
time," and 84,588 at the " donominational" schools ; totl;
117,252. No explanation isgiven-of the terms "provisional"-
and "alf timeê," but from the cotext it niay be asseutnmd
that " provisional" scbols are those éstablisned i arse
zetflements, ana "half time " echools ate tiose designed for
young chilIren. The .' denoninational'1": schools are those'
under the control of the Church of Englana, Church of tomae
Pzeebyterians and Methodists. Tha expenditure on behalf of
the schopls under the control of the Coucil Ç was $1,$64,708;
fees, $87,747;- total, $1,712,450. The. .expesés of t
Education Office were $47,068-; of inspection, $i8;
training teachre, $49;.978 he Platies :ot tembOS W

fixed at the following scle : Those holding ftret-class certifi-
cases, grade A, ,$;,020; grade B, $9060; second-class, grade
A, $840; grade "B, $780; thira-class, grade A, $660; grade
B, $600; grade 0, $g40. To this seale is apýended the fol-
lowing singular atatement: 'Ého salaries of unmarried maie
teachers, married teachers net assisted by thoir wives, and
female 1 eiches in charge of schools, vill bo.$60 per annum
less than the foregoing rates. The Council however state,
in any public schoôl whére no residence is provided, an allôw-
ance for rent will bc made to the teàcber in charge. This i
an e llant proeisio.

The two weak points of the system arc stated toe é lnon-
attendance cf pupile." and the " want of efficient local super-
vision." To remeay the former, the Council issued a ciroular
to teachers, "suggesting that they should, by personal inter-
views with parents, or by other means in their power, inquiré
into lie causes of non-attendance of children, and use every
possible exertion to bring absenteeg to sdhool." The report
states that "Ithe teaðhers, as à body, carried out the siugges.
tions of the cireular wiMh commendable zeal. . . . More-
over, the circula? was found to produce a useful efect in
another way.' The teádhers, by personal inquiry, made them-
selves acquainted with the views ana feelings of the people
upon the subject cf education . , . Bome valuable in-
.ormation las thus been eticited," which it is proposed to turn
to practical account. Apart from the special object here
stated, the visits of teachers to the parents çannot -fail to bave
a beneficial effect on the distipline atd educational progreso
of the sciools. W. wonl« theréfôre strongly cômniend the
practiôe. 'he seoon point of weakness mentioned is the
]ack cf scho supervisnon by -th local boards ana trustees.
Te visita of inspectors are net sufficient to counteract t1e
ili-effects ofthis local supineness,

Tamatia.-This smiall colony etibraces 28215 square
iiilles, and- ôôntaiins a populatio -fabout 11,000. The
schools in Tasmania have been managea- by à Board fa-
cation since 1S68. liere were 165 schools in operation
in 1879, witl a nominal attendnce et 15,458. The average
attendance, however, as only 9,082, or not one-halt. T'h.
'expenditures on bhalf of education amounted to $182400,
daivided aq.follos Salaries. of teachers and other expenses,
$105,Ô00; buildings, $19,800 exhibitions of $25, $50, auï
$100 eush; $4,080; nightschéôls; $1;290; seéretary, inspec-
tor, -&c., $9,280. About $1,000 ate paid ta truant foicers.

One feature of the taàniian system of education i8 the
establisbnent of exhibitions and schol1arships for pupils in the
public and superior scol. . Theue exhibitions and scholar-
ships are tonered.upn.ppilapassing suécessfully from the
publie tothé superior sohoôla,- "dlrom thè- latter to the uni.
versitiel. Their val#¥ 'ry~ frdra $25, $50 and $100- to
$1,000'per aiun The. latter are cofe¼ upoli Tasmat.
tian scholtà," 'and are deéigned to defraf their 1peinse4 at
the English umversities. Two are conferr&d each year, and
aMe tehble for four 'year. tn adition to thes bu areg
there are mudais aUd pris ofered uponoad oaw
ate: for th degr. f s 4mociste of Art"


