4 Service of Indians in civilized Warfare.

tribes in the French. We speak in general terms, and without
adverting to the inconsiderable exeeptions, occasioned by the
local residence of some small tribes, and by other partial caus-
es. The great contending parties availed themselves of the
passions and wants of the Indians to harass their enemies, and
employed them without scruple, wherever their services were
useful ; and each was more successful in arraigning the con-
duct of its rival, than in defending its own, for this atrocious
practice, equally repugnant to their duty, as civilized and as
christian nations. '

We feel no disposition to look back upon the revolting scenes
of these times gone by. The Indians were employed with.a
full knowledge of their habits and propensities ; and many a
traditionary story, as well as the more permanent memorials of
history, has brought down to us, even through successive gene-
. rations, afflicting details of these enormities. The cupidity of
the savages was stimulated by pecuniary rewards, and human
scalps, as proofs of death, were bought and sold in christian
markets.*

the fortunes of the French waned, and the superiority of
the British became more and more manifest, the zeal and
exertions of the Indians in the interest of the latter gradually
relaxed, and they became spectators rather than. actors, in the
great drama, which was rapidly approaching its termination.
The Iroquois appear to have become sensible, that in exalting
one power and annihilating the other, their policy had been
directed by very limited views, and that it would convert an
ally into a master. Even as early as the reign of Queen Anne,
their deputies, in an address to that sovereign, portrayed, with

*¢In the year 1754, the war assumed a very serious aspect, and the
- French government, in order to .stimulate the savages to cruel and

merciless depredations, provided a large premium for the scalp of every
Anglo-American, which the Indians siould produce. This open cru-
elty was not retsliated’ by the English government upon the French
inhabitants of Canada, but a bounty was offered of £100 on the scalp
of the Indians’—Sullivan’s History of the Penobscot Indians, Vol. IX.
of the Mass. Hist. Col. -

¢The Indian strings the scalps he has procared, to be produced as
testimonies of his prowess, and receives a premium for each scalp from
the nation under whose banners he has enlisted.” Wynne’s History of
the Brilish Empire in America. Vol. IL p. 57.

‘In the war between France and England, and their colonies, their
Indian allies were entitled to a premium for every scalp of an enemy.’
Buchanan’s Sketches ; Introduction, p. 19.




