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SIR 'FRANCIS BOND HEAD ,
S- I&‘studyibé the atinals of this country during the last half
.. . _centurywe become acquainted with many greater names than -

that of Sir Francis Bond Head, but we meét with scarcely one
“that s been more widely known in its day and generation, -
or'upon which the verdict of history has béen more definitely -
- and emphatically pronounced. - It fell to the lot of Sir Francis
_ to oceupy -a high and important position in Upper Canada at
a very critical period of her history—at a period when a born
-statesman and a thoroughly trained diplomatist of the greatest
conceivable foresight and sagacity ,WOlﬁd have found the posi-
“tion a sufficiéntly trying onme. Sir Francis was endowed by -
g - naturée with few or none of the qualities which go to the making -
.. ofastatesman or diplomatist; and of political knowledge or
' training he had, at the time of his.appointment to the Lieu- -
tenant-Governorship of this Province, as little as any English- -
~ man of decent education could possibly have. The result of
- an appointment made under such circumstances was disaster to
. the Province, and something nearly approaching ignominy to .
S himself. As a civil administrator in a disturbed and grigvance- -
» - ridden colony, he was altogether out. of his proper element, and.
- furnished a signal instance of the round peg in the square hole.
His administration extended over little more than two years,
but during that brief period he contrived to- embroil himself
‘with his own Executive, with the Home Government, from
" which.he had received his appointment, and with pretty nearly
_ every.one who was desirous of promoting the cause of political:
~ liberty in Upper Canada. He also contrived to do an amount -
‘of mischief wﬁ?ch left traces behind it for many years after he -
had ceased to have any control over Canadian affairs. And yet
it 'would be most unjust, to represent him as a deliberately bad’
~ or ill-intentioned man. He was simply a weak man out of his - .
- proper_sphere,_ who-—in the quasi-philosophic jargon of the = |
" His environment. - Rash, inconsiderate, and fond of producing,. | ¢
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