
unglon thing, of its direge or of itadelibente arrest se that the.pru
doit of pleasure might not be interfered with. Sueh is undoubtedly
often the result of ignomace, though many times also from wilful dis-
reard of warnings of the conequenoe In my experience there are
few mothers or guardians of young girls who instruct in the necessary.
way those under their charge in this most important matter. This
often appears to be a mere question of neglect but I am certain it is also
very often from a shame-faced aversion on the part of mother. to dis-
cus such matters with their daughters, and so a most important source
of influence and a bond of confidence between mother and daughter are
never acquired. If the young girl has to learn of this natter from
friends and companions of her own age, or from mature women other
than her mother, she may also learn from them other things she had
better not have known.

There would doubtless have been little difficulty in further pursuing
this line of thought. Suffice it to sy that I have indicated mistakes
the most common in my experience, and the most serious in their re-
sults, and if it be thought by some who have heard me that something is
due in self defense for the seleetion of such a subjeet as that I have
chosen for this-address, let it only be that it is in some measure a con-
fession. I have includèd in the list mistakes of my own, humiliating
enough they have been, as well as those of others.


