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AOADS THAT BIGES BUILT
ARE WARMLY CRITICIZED
BY WENTWORTH MEMBER

Alleged Reckless Expenditure
Works Is Under Fire in H
Levelled At Ho

of Drury’s Minister of Public
ouse—Serious Allegations™
n. Frank Biggs.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
OTTAWA, June 1.—The obvious In-
of Gordon Wilson of Wentworth
t was to attack the Drury Gov-
t and Hon. Frank Biggs, its min-

ster of public works, in particular, for

“reckless extravagance'” and “self-in-
terest’ In connection with the good
roads policy being carried out by the
province in conjunction with the
Dominlon under the Canada highways
act
In this connection it cannot be denied
t the criticism of the member for
Wentworth was of a highly effective
he demonstrated, among

that the Toronto-Hamilten
costing at the rate of $82,-
and that a single ecutting
n the vieinity of Dundas had been
made at a total cost of $130,000
He further pointed out that many of
the road improvements launched upon
py the Ontfario minister of public works
Tar t, oround, or to his own home,
and that of his father, and that a blind
roncession @r road allowance irunning
between two portions of his land had
peen taken over and macadamized, At

s at which money had been ex-
d In county of Wentworth
Jone, one-sixth of the total federal
zppropriation for the Province of ()n—l

the
the

.rio would be absorbed there, said Mr.
1

Ison. .

Attack Undefended. !
Nobody in the House attempted tol
end Mr."' Biggs. In all the history|

of Canadian rallroad building 7Pw;
stretches of road have cost $84,000 a;
mile—and this is not a railroad. Onj|
other hand the speech of Mr.|
Wilson gave opportunity for a aenera)i
L sm of an act the soundness of!
v was questioned ever since nsf
inception. It was not much an
abuse of the act which Mr. 'Wilson|
demonstrated, it : ts own in-
herent weaknesses Canada high-
way act was first introduced into
Parliament by Frank Cochrane,
minister of il in 1912, In its
ri 1 it e the Federal
Government c« ntrol o € ,\l"-H'i!iUrl:.ﬁ.
Opposed By Liberals. .
equence it was oOpp 3 !
n the nate.
again appear-
ved 1919 it
e m The pro-
ince mn sen yndition have
sharge of expenditures and the Federal
Jover t undertakes to Ppay forty

in its present form It did not
considerable opposi-
tion would-appear to
y justified by the dis-
Mr. Wilson made to-
House The moral of Mr.
is highly
s principle that
t by local tax-

Economical.

charges (if charges they can be
ed) further demonstrated the simple
t the knowledge that the other
ellcw is paying part of the cost is not
conducive to economy, especially when
2 other féllow the Federal Govern-
Knowledge of this fact may, in
e encouraged Mr.

Are Not

sent case, hav

Big to con s0-foot highways
with boulevards, when 20 feet, without
boulevards would have sufficed, to con-
struct speedways when roads were all

at was needed, to cut through hills
when ecould have gone around or over
them, 1 to parallel other highwaye
a few miles distant If he did improve
h own steading—well, that was an-
other of th sidental temptations un-
jerlving the measure The Dominion

-nment was paying 40 per cent of

Gov

the cost
Two-Edged Sword.

o that the speech of Mr. Wilson to=-
night, delivered from behind the min-
ister of railways, in whose jurisdiction
ias the operations of the act was some-
thing in the nature of a double-edged
sword Opposition members were not
1o take advantage of the fact. Mc-
of Brome, and Clarke of Red
brushed aside the attack of the
ble member upon the Ontario
yment as an irrelevancy, and

G
plunged at the root of the matter, which
ts the aot itself.

In the face of the knowledge that 1t
must pay 40 per cent of the cost, how

was it that the federal engineers and
the department of railways and canals
had allowed such alleged “reckless ex- |
travagance” to go on unchecked?

The honorable member ifrom Brant-
ford,” said Mr. McMaster scntentlously,
‘has made some interesting disclosurss,
and hasg done & public service by so do=~
tng, but 1 wonder if he realizes that

| he made a commission of $13,000.

submitted plans showing the roads pro-
jeeted. Then they selected the particu-
lar roads on which the federal subsidy
was to be asked. Engineers were then
sent out and a report was made. There-
upon an agreement was entered into,
and the province submitted an estimate.

After that the minister floundered
somewhat in his explanation. But what
he meant to say was this: That the ;

Federal Government was protected by
the act to the extent that it need pay
40 per cent only of wHat was a fair
and reasonable cost of the road built.
Nothing had been paid so far.

Another Weakness.
another palpable weakness
The federal engineers have

Here is
of the act

approved of the plans of
Mr. Biggs has gone ahead
and built his roads at the costs
mentioned And there is no record

that the federal engineers complained.
He has- apparently been allowed to go
ahead in a career of ‘reckless extrava-
until found out by Mr, Wilson

gance'’

of Wentworth. And even Mr. Wilson
who lives in the county where the
extravagance charged was the worst,

permitted Mr. Biggs to go a long way
before he thought it worth while to|
inform the junior partner to the trans-
action, and the representatives of the |

| people who have to pay forty per cent. |
Was Complaint Made. |

“¥ave the federal engineers Iodg’ed!
anv complaint in connecton with these!

expenditures?’ asked H. B. Morphy of |
erth pertinently. \
“Well, have made complaints
from time to time,” answered the min- |
ister, who, however, failed to epecify!
the nature thereof |
Now the question arises as to whati
1

|

i

]

they

portion of the bill the federal authori-
ties will consider themselves called |
upon to foot. In view of the temper of |
Government members tonight the Gov- i

{ ernment engineers may conceivably be |

called upon to assess the value of 60~ |
foot macadamized highways for pur-
poses of federal subsidy at the cost of |
20-foot dirt roads, and the cost of 60- |
foot rock cuts at the value of 1U0-vard ‘
detours. Then Ontario will rise up and
=ay that she is through with the Can-
ada highways act, and other provinces
which have mnot provided so violent an
example of the unsoundness of the
measure, will voice the opinion that the
Canada highways bill should be rele-
gated to the scrap heap, where it be-
longs.

Wiison 's Opposed.

When the House of Commons tonight
went into =upply on the eéstimates of
the department of railways and canals,
an amount of $53,000 for organization
and payment of the staff of the com-
missioner of highways was first taken
up.

Gordon Wilson (Wentworth) an-
nounced himself as opposed to the dual
control of road building. He cited the
Hamilton-Brantford road as a case
in which there had been inexcusable
extravagance,

The portion of this highway alréady
completed, said Mr. Wilson, was 9,100
feet, and 1t had cost $141,253.46, or at
the rate of $81,938 per mile.

“No,”” Mr. Wiison commented, *the
streets are not paved with gold.”’

And after al., this, Mr. Wilson pro-
ceeded, Hon. F. C. Biggs, minister of
publio works and highways for Ontario,
proposed to widen this road. If such
extravagant schemes were permitted it
wdS inevitable that other portions of
the country would suffer by neglect.

A Humorous Case.

Last Sunday, said Mr. Wilson, he had
heen called to attend the bedside of a
constituent of his This Bick man's
wife explained that he had been worry-

ing over the road question. (Laughter).
The man explained that just recently
the Ontario Department of Public

Works had moved his fence back fifteen
feet and offered him a check at the
rate of $1,286 per acre, It Beemed that
Mr. Biggs proposed to use the fifteen
feet for the purpose of & boulevard
from Hamilton to Windsor.

Mr. Wilson then gave particulars of
wages which had been paid last year on
the road. Laborers received $6 a day;
teams, $10 per diem; foremen, $6.50 per
diem, and board; roller engineers, $7.50
and board; flve-ton trucks, $50 a day,
with driver,

Accuses Blggs.

Further to illustrate the *generous
manner,” In which  Mr. Biggs expended
public moneys, Mr. Wilsen said that a
contract for trucks at §117,500 had been
awarded, on which the agent admitted
No
competition tenders had been called for,
and Mr. Biggs had explained as a reason
tor his action that he wished to help a
voung friend just starting out in busi-
ness.

The Hamilton-Kitchener highway was

40 per cent of his charges are levelled
egainst the minister of railways, nnd"
lsader of the movement
Has Not Been Paid. |
Premier Meighen rose. “The 40 per
cen as not been paid’ he said.
*The speech was directed against the
Drury Covernment,’” said Dr. Clark of
Red Deer. “We are not concerned here
with the actions of the Drury Govern-
ment, But it was alse a most severe
censurs upon the minister of raflways
gnd his road polioy, and in that we are
o0 ned. This is par excellence the
of the minister of rail-
vays The blame for it in the first
ca lies upon his head. In the first
example and in the second
- inducement this expenditure
voked, fomented and engineered
ister of railways. The whole
is an i{llustration of the danger,
! incursions in the provincial
Dual control always leads to

policy

Tries To Explain.

.inister labored heavily to clear

18 . skirts in the matter. He ex-
the system under which the act

In the first place the provinces

RHEGmMAT!
'GHT~'; DS

| Queenston highway. Three others, the

being completed in front of Mr. Biggs’
own gate, and at points where fhe On-
tario minister and his father owned
property

John Best (Dufferin) declared that
Bthe county of Wentworth had 64 miles
of roads, which were being constructed
at a cost of §$2,654,640. This single
county was getting one-sixth of all the
money which was to be expénded in
Ontario on roads wunder the Canada
highways act.

Wants the Facts,

Deputy Speaker Boivin asked the
minister of railways to state definitely
whether the highways under discussion
had been approved by the department
of railways and canals,

Dr. Reid replied that the Ontario Gov,
ernment submitted a program of the
rcads it wished to construct for his con.
gideration. The estimated cost was also
supplied, and if the Government agreed,
it was bound to pay 40 per cent of this
amount. So far he had approved the
Hamilton-Brantford highway, the Dun-
das street highway and the Hamilton-

Hamilton-Kitchener, the HamiMon-
Jarvie and the Hamilton-Chatsworth
highways had not yet been approved.
The estimated cost of the Hamlilton-
Brantford road was $658,907, or $34,400
a mile.

Mr. Crerer sald that if the Dominion
Government did not suffer through ex-
travagant expenditures on these roads
the House was not required to discuss
them,

OOLONEL PEACOCK
SHOT BY FEINERS

BELFAST, June 1.—Two armed men
today entered the garage of Col. W, J.
Peacock of Innisbannon, near Bandon,
Cork, and shot him in the stomach
when he tried to protect his property.

The wireless telegraph school at Ca-
hircireen, County Kerry, was entered
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And it's
People are beginning
wonderful car the new
for owners all over Canada
25 to 30, some
gasoline and 10,

enthusiastic over its easy-riding,
diness and power. ;
And this all-round efficiency has been
further increased by many refinements.

passenger automobile com-

You get a five-
to extra tire carrier.

plete from self-starter
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an even better Overland!

iles to the gallon of Triplex Springs, that provide 130-inch quietness. !
sgéomt;esmt.lmo migles on a springbase—making you ride easy and at Auto-Lite starting and lighting system, ;

set of tires—moreover they are the same time saving mechanism as well speedometer, ventilating windshield, one- diHH
its stur- as passengers from road shocks. man top and side curtains. ;

t:

A perfected four-cylinder engine—protected,

to realize what 2a
Overland really is,
are reporting

vet accessible; simply constructed, yet

any hill, or any
SNOW.

Hundred-inch wheelbase, combining econ-
omy with those riding qualities, and en-
abling you to turn a complete circle
32-feet—a distinct advantage on narrow
streets or in congested parking areas.

Transmission of standard sliding gear
type, with three speeds forward and one

reverse.

powerful—giving you

assurance to tackle

road, mud, sand or

Touring
Roadster
Sedan

Coupe

Reduced Overland Prices

-

$ 985
985
1,695
1,495

= &

Touring = =
Roadster = =
Sedan -~ =« =

=

Coupe

Willys-Knight Also Down

$2,900

- s 2900
EE T
- = 3900

for our
Proposition

Head Office: Toronto, Canada

FRANK McLACHLIN, Local Dealer

'

Phone

All Prices f.o.b. Toronto

Willys -Overland Limited

Branches: Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, Regina

8

Sales Tax Extra

86-90 King Street, London

Two separate rod-controlled sets of brakes;
internal and external, operating direct on
rear wheels.
Spiral-cut drive gear and pinion, ensuring

Pleasing lines, pressed steel body. hood
and full-crown fenders,
finish—all contributing to the attractive
appearance of this high-quality car. {
Insist on getting the kind of economy and i
performance Overland will give you!

See your Overland dealer at once for a
demonstration.-
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REV. DR. GORDON
NEW MODERATOR

Rev. W. J. Clark, Former
Londoner, Nominated,
But Withdraws.

: |

TORONTO, June 1—By Cenadian,
Press.—Rev, Dr. C, 'W. Gordon, better
known, perhaps, as Ralph Conner, the!
novelist, was elected moderator of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada at the
opening sederunt of the 47th General
Assembly tonight in St. James Square
Presbyterian Church here, Only two
other names were placed before the as-

Tuesday evening, and twelve' of the
acoumulators were n., - .&

$ Ephriam Scott of Montreal, editor of
the Presbyterian Record, and Rev. Dr.
McLaren of Vancouver. Two others
were also nominated, Rev. Dr. W. L.
Clay of Victoria, B. C.,, and Dr. W. J.
Clark of Montreal, but these two with-
drew before the vote was taken.
‘When the nominations were called for
Dr. Gordon's name was the first pre-
sented, his nominator being Principal
John McKay of Winnipeg and seconder,
_Bir Robert Falconer. Dr. McKay urged
the choice of Dr. Gordon as a fitting
honor and reward for the service he
had rendered to the Presbyterian
Church in Western Canada, for his
work as chairman of the joint council
\of industry, for his services in the
great war, and finally, as a tribute to
his distinction as a Canadian writer.

FIRE LOSSES
STRATFORD, June
for May were larger than for some
months, $3,000. This was accounted

LIGHT,
1.—Fire lossey

sembly for a vote, those of Rev, Dr.

for in @ series of small fires. s

SERIOUSLY HURT,
BUT SAVED BOY

Lt. Hyslop Falls Thirty Feet
When Rope Snapped.

WINDSOR, June 1l.—Lieut. James
Hyslop, of the Windsor Fire Depart-
ment, and his 10-year-old son were
badly bruised in a 30-foot fall to the
pavement in front of the central fire
hall this afternoon. Hyslop was prac-
ticing with a life line rope swung from
an aerial ladder.

He had descended about 20 feet, hold-
ing his son, when the rope snapped. At
Hotel Dieu two X-ray examinations re-
vealed a fracture of a small bone in
one to? while the lower part of his

parently landed in a sitting position,
holding the boy in his arms. The boy
lost one tooth amd was bruised about
the face.

AUTOS BLAMED FOR
INSPECTION DELAYS

WINDSOR, June 1.—Following an in-
vestigation into the feasibility of hav-
ing customs and immigration inspec-
tions made on the ferry boats in order
to save time, E. D. Lennie, special offi-
cer of the department of customs, Ot-
tawa, stated to Mayor Wilson, who ac-
companied him on his inspection, that
time was nct wasted in passing the
officers, but through the number of
autos which had to be loaded and un-
loaded on the boats. Mr. Lennie in-
formed the mayor that the arrange-
ments for handling ‘autos were clumsy,
and that the tardiness of the service
was directly attributable to this feat-
ure,

FALL AND SHOCK
MAY BE FATAL

Albert Holmes of Ingersoll Is
in Critical Condition.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
INGERSOLL, June 1.—~From the ef-
fects of being shocked and falling from
a pole more than twenty feet Albert
Holmes, son of Chief of Police Holmes,
an emplovee of the locai hydro com-

mission, is in a critical gondition in
Alexandra Hospital. While working on
a pole at the corner of Carroll and

Cherry streets he came in contact with | 32:10 a.m.;

2.300 volts off a hydro line. He was
alone at the time, and it is not known

o — — e — e \\\$// AN
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body was badly bruised. Hyslop ap- found shortly before nooc

i

|

t

ternational z
definitely when he was injured. He was | Angeline, 5:30,

being shocked he recei
ternal injuries by the fall.
a well-known young man, and married

MARINE NEWS

SARNIA
June

SARNIA, 1.—The vessel
ages at this port today were:

Up—Peter :50; Elmore,
Sonoma, 11; Porter, 1:50 am.: Grand
fsland, 2; Car] Bradley, 3:40; Steel ¥
gerald, 4:50; Shenange, 7:20; Hem
7:30.

Down—Philbin, 10.20
10:50; Wm Roberts,
year, 2:40; C
Townsend,
5:40; Cletus Schneider,
McDougall, 1

Pass«

Reiss, 7

p
0CH,

a.m.; ounising,
12:30 p.m.;

Good~

Taplin, 12:20; Robinson,
Smith, Sheadle, 3 p.m. !zui
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