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Hundreds

b Will Soon Be Inade-
ications—Youthful 4
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esting case is n{at of a Cossack
been out on a scouting expedi-
with eleven of his comrades,
found himself opposite a detach-
A hand-
ght ensued, and he, receiving a

twenty-five Austrians.
on his right shoulder, was taken
while some of his comrades were
d the others escaped, after kill-
Austrians and wounding several.
rs brought him before an officer
- of a patrol, four miles
scene of the encounter, and, after
estioned regarding the position
ssian main body, from which he
detached, and, refusing to ans
p officer, notwithstanding the fa,nt:
'was badly wounded, ordered him
m the Cossack dance on horse-
led the “Jigitovka.”
ssack could do nothing but com-
mounted his own horse and began
ES of gyrations composing the
is horse was comparatively fresh
oticed that the other horses be-
the Austrians were some little
away. Suddenly digging his spurs
mount he gave him his head and
, trusting to his horse’s instinct
him back to the lines.
he wonderful agility innate of the
he even managed to pick up a
ff the ground while going at full
d fired a few shots at his pur-
0 had recovered from their sur-
hey in turn shot at him, and one
shots took effect, striking him In
left arm. He finally reached the
f dead from the loss of blood, and
esting comfortably in a hospital.

some

pung Aviater Wins Cross.

ng aeronaut with three bullet
in his chest is ome of the hos-
vorites. .On his breast glitters the
St. George, Russia's highest mili-
bration, conferred only for bravery
eld of battle. He is only nineteen
ge, but has been a member of the
rps for more than two years. His
p told in the official records, is
B sent to reconnoitre the enemy’s
before dusk. It was in Galicia,
territory was unfavorable for a
at any point. He flew a single
achine and went up about 1,200
which height, however, he eould
e out the exact positions. He
b descended to about 500 feet, but
overed by the enemy, who im-
began firing volleys at the
By zig-zagging with lightning
the aviator managed to stay at
gEht until he got the Information
He had made his notes and was
return to his lines when an ex-
ullet struck one of the cylinders
otor, chipping off a piece of the
and a valve, and ‘tearing away
his jacket, inflicting tv’ terrible
in his chest.
thought the young officer un-
is scarf from his neck, stuffed it
gap and continued his flight, but
r was ruined. He was forced to
and volplaned in curves until out
of the enemy and effected &
luckily, on the outskirts of a
bod. Making his way through the
e got in touch with the advance
his corps and, commandeering
went back to the place where he
his aeroplane and succeeded in
it back safely. He had himself
his wounds with the material he
b him, and only after his machine
ly stowed away did he put him-
the hands of a surgeon. His
were more serious than he
and he had to be brought here
ment. P
now waliting for four weeks to
t the end of which the surgeons
bmised he may return to the front.
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 NEW YORK, Dec. 12—In his re-
' view of the war situation the mili-

 tary expert of the New York Tim\es

‘to-day says: 7

If the reported capture of Roulers
by the Allies should be confirmed, it
L would indicate the beginning of the
| campaign for the capture of Belgium.
I The occupation of this city would
Lform an important step in any stra-
tegic plan to force the Germans to re-
| eat from their positions along the;
b Vser.

Both the French and German offic-
il statements tell of successes at var-
jous points along the battle line in
France; in some cases at the same
point. Evidently the fighting has con-
sisted only of minor skirmishes. The
British success at Armentieres, close
o the Belgian border, will improve
their position by tending to straight-
ben out the line.

The further progress of the German
forces in Poland, south of Vistula, has
Larried them within fifteen miles of
Warsaw. By this advance the army
‘of General Mackensen. is advanced 20
imiles. heyond the troops next to the
gouth .

The Russians appear to making lit-
le opposition to the move, For the
fefence of Warsaw they havera i

pcouraging the Germans to attéick.to
-extend itself they gain mﬂx-
ortunity to strike a blow on, the
an flank by way of Novo Georg-
sk that may have decisive etf ’
#The immense nuw +#%v.of the Rus-
én forces will be it AL
injst the Germans in the other
the battle line sufficient for-
ts to check their progress, the Rus-
sians can still spare a strong army
for any special objective that they

i may select.

The fortified district . of Warsaw
and Novo Georgievs on the Vistula
fiver, twenty nmiles northwest of
Warsaw, forms the central feature

L of the Russian scheme for the defence
b of the Province of Poland. These cit-

jes with their circle of forts protect
the principal military base for the

 supply of reinforcements of the Rus-
| sian armies. It seems unlikely

that
they would be surrendered except as
alast resort, a crushing defeat of the
 field armies.

¢ It would seem more likely that the
 Russians would make use ‘of these
 fortresses by falling back so as to
mcover them and thus gain their
strengthening value as supporting
pints in their defensive line. As
flong as the Russians hold these they
fhave a safe place, where they can
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move large bodies of troops across the
Vistula and deploy them in battle or-
der before losing the protection of
their forts. 3

It is on account of the strength of
these Russian fortresses that the
German army: from Soldau seems to
be breaking away from the . railroad
north of Novo Georgievsk. An ad-
vance to the fortress would mean
large loss of-life and even moré im-
portant loss of time.

The most important objective of
this German army is not to capture
forts or cities but to prevent the re-
inforcement of the Russian armies
west of the Vistula.

By advancing. on Pultusk and
Rozjan, on the Narew River, the
Germans avoid the Russian fortresses
and strike directly for the railroads
east of Warsaw. If they can carry
their raid far enough to capture thesc
railroads they will intérrupt the Rus-
sian supply service and greatly weak-
en the campaign of the latter.

The immense numbers of the arm-
ies of the present day make them
peculiarly dependent tipon an efficient
supply service. All the resources of
the country occupied by the enemy
are soon exhausted. The line of com-
munication to the rear forms the de-
pendence of the army for strength
and nourishment, just as a limb of
thC'th::’l bedy depends upon the

_of blood through an artery. If
the fine of communication is cut the
ar n loses its ﬁmength

uently the ans
g;e their first efforts to check
oam h

The fighting along
Piotrkow to Czenstochowa has for
the time a secondary importance. The
armies on both sides seem to have
slackened their efforts along this part
of the line to devote greater energy
to the campaigns to the north and
scuth.

The Russians say they have defeat-
ed the strong force of Austrians and
Germans that has been moving
against the southern flank of the
Russian line in Galicia. The allied
army moved forward in strong force
along the railroad that joins Bielitz
and Novi Sandec. By this advance,
close to the Carpathian Mountains,
they hope to get behind the Russian
left flank and turn them out of their
position. The first success lay with
the Austro-Germans and resulted in
the abandonment by the Russians of
their advanced position, close to the
Cracow fortifications. If the Rus-
siang have gained the upper hand in
this fighting it should soon show mn
a new advance to Cracow.

SRVIANS MADF
GREAT  EFFORT
L AND WON 00T

It Was Thought That Little
Army Was All but
Shattered.

3 IBy Specinl Wire to the Courier]
. NEW YORK, Dec. 12.—A cable to
Alie Herald from London this morn-
(g says :
BY@ mighty effort toward which
€ unimpaired morale of the troops
::td the brilliant leadership .of the
Mmanders largely contri-

ONLY
WORE SHOPPING
DAYS
= CHRISTMAS

3 ﬁ‘fe got three litlle wise men up at
3 louse, just. now. A few weeks
80 they were little infidels scoffin’ at

ty, but now they ape true bellev=

buted, the Servians have confirmed
their victory over the Austrians by
*he occupation of Ushitza and Vali-
cro. By these successes, King Peter’s
troops have regained most of their
\ritory towards the Bosnian frontier
.1 they have effectually defeated the
Austrians advancing frm the north.

From Vienna comes additional con-
| firmation of the Servian victory in the
official statement that the forces in
the southern theaiwre are being re-
grouped “with little opposition from
the enemy.”

[ The Serbs report the capture of 25,
000 prisoners and 115 guns,

The reversal of form shown by the
Servians is attributed to the fact that
practically every man under arms is
now serving in his third war. He is
a veteran, inured to the hardships of
campaigning and the stifigs of de-
feats. Neither is he able for long to
corrupt his spirit. Rather reverses;
tend to stiffen his martial back and
make him a twice formidable enemy
when the ‘time comes for an about
face and charge, or a smashing over-
whelming rout. The Servians, re-
treating for six weeks before the ad-
vancing Austrians, were regarded as
almost at the end of their military
rope, and British commentators were
already referring to the possibility of
the Austrians “over-running the little
Balkan kingdom, as the Germans over
ran Belgium. The Servian fighting
qualities . were still intact, however,
and overcame the greater number,
which the Austrians had on their side.

It seems an unreasonable story,
but it is related that a special agent,
inspecting a manufacturing - plant
with the watchman -as a guide, point-
.ed out a portable fire extingusher
and asked the watchman if it was
kept changed and jin order. “l've
ben on dis job fur couple of years,”
repiied the watchman, *an’ otten
wondered what the devil dose cans
was for.”—Glens Falls “Now and
Then.” ~

Immigration into Canada fell off 50
per cent. as compared with last year,
the decrease being chiefly in laboring
classes, * / -

RO

PRV REAIS DA 2

BUILDINGS IN YPRES SHATTERED BY SHELL FIRE. : :
In the above picture is shown the destruction wrought on some Of the flne old buildings of Ypres. The town is now in a most pitiable condition. It

has for many weeks borne the brunt of the heaviest fighting yet experienced in the present war,
beautiful towns in Belgium, boasting of almost perfect architectural beauty.

.

with disastrous results. Formerly it was one of the

most
N

[By Special Wire to the Courier] ,
LONDON, Dec. 12—A despatch
from Edinburgh to The Daily Mail
reports that two German submarine

attacks were made on the Firth of
Forth Wednesday morning, but that
they were repulsed. Two of the
enemy’s submarines, the despatch
says, were destroyed. The admiralty
has no confirmation of this reported
submarine attack in Scotland.

The Firth of Forth facing the North
S:2 has a British naval base at Dosyth

off the shore of Fife, immediately 10
the west of the great  Forth bridge.
Because of its advantageous situation
in regard to British naval operations
against Germany, England undoubted-
ly has a strong fleet gathered there,
hence the report of a German sub-
marine attack is no surprise.

The Firth of Forth is the estuary
cf the River Forth—a baylike exten-
sion of the river, about fifty - miles
long, and where widest, nearly fifteen
miles across. The principal port on
the Firth of Forth, is Leith, the port
of Edinburgh.

GERMANY IS SAD
OVER NAVAL LOSS

[By Special Wire to the Courier]
BERLIN, via London, Dec 12—The
newspapers discuss the loss of the
German cruisers Scharnhorst, Gneis-
enau, Leipzig and Nurnberg, off the
Falkland Islands in a tone of keenest
sorrow, but with compléte resigna-
tion. - They express patriotic pride in
the previous achievements of these
warships.

The Hamburger Nachrichten says:

“The ships could have taken refuge

‘in a neutral harbor and been dis-

armed and their crews imprisoned;

but the Germans on them would never
have consented to this, They were
resolved to risk their lives in achiev-
ingb deeds for the sacred flag of the
fatherland under which they served so
long; they were determined to show
what the German navy is made of,
The heroic death of these courageous
men will be unforgettable as long as
Germans live on earth ‘and = cherish
German sentiments.”
4
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ENGLISH GUNS HELD

[BySpecial Wire to the Courier]
LONDON, Dec. 12—The Daily
Chronicle ‘correspondent . telegrapis
from a point in “Northern France”:
“Armeritieres has been the storm
centre in this arena since Sunday.

The few buildings that remained in-
tact last week have since been bas-

PRICES ON THE. _
LOCAL MARKET

Prices were very steady on the mar-
ket this morning, and apart from the
gradual and ever-rising price of eggs,
no discrepancy was noticeable be-
tween the prices of this and the previ-
ous week. Eggs, continuing their
flight, rose from 40c and 45c to 45c
48c and 50c. Quite a number of farm-
ers were asking the latter, and quite
a number of ‘prospective purchasers
looked askénce at the new . luxury.
Eggs at 50c are no longer a necessity.
Butter remained 28, 29 and 30 cents.

tered by a fresh German bombard-
ment. of tof .inhabitants hav eleft the
town,

“The English guns received the full
fury of the enemy’s artillery until
Sunday. The Germans appear to have
realized then that they could not dis-
lodge them, so they trained their
gtns on the town itself.” .

Geese ‘stood around $1.40 and $1.59,

but some fine ducks took a downward
step.  They sold for 75 cents apiece,
or $1.50 per brace. Chickens were
anything from 40 cents to a dollar. A
surprise was made when some fine
turlfeys’ went early for 20 cents a
pound. . Usually it was 23 to 25 cents.
It was snapped up: (Pork rose to 14
and 16 cents and beef ruled from 10
to 15 cents. Potatoes were, as last
week, low at 70 cents, and apples

brought 15 and 20 cents a basket.

Onions changed hands at 25 cents a
peck and cabbages brought 40 -and 50
cents a dozen. Vegetables were ob-
tainable at 15 and 20 cents a basket.
A few loads of hay changed over at
$14 to $16 a load.

PARIS, Ncc, 12 —“Otn their eastérn
battle front the situatien is critical for
the Austro-German allies,” says Lieut
Col. Rousset, in The Liberte. “Ger-
many has been compelled to support
almost the entire weight the war
in order to make up for the Weakness
of her allies, as neither Austria hor
Turkey amounts to much;

“It is true, Germany’s resources are
considerable, but they are mnot in-
exhaustible, and to carry on such a
formidable struggle in the east and
west simultaneously, she is compelled
to play a game of shuttlecock with her

GERMANS N EAST
“FORCED TO FIGHT
AGAINST THE- 1

Ay Spena Wi ro thie Coieler]

EAST

gooner or later, - Rl !
“The fierceness of the struggle in
Peoland is forcing Germany to with-
draw troops from the west. When |y
operations are a little further advan-
ced I think we shall witness startling
events. ; ;
“Already, all along the line we are
scoring. The "Austrians are being
beaten hands down by the Servians
an? Montenegrins. This is admitted
in' the Austrian official bulletin which
says: ‘Our troops are taking up more
favourable positions.” In plain lan-
guage, that means the Austrians have
been defeated.”

3.

TO SAVE

CRACOW

[By Specral Wire to the Oourier)

LONDON, Dec. 12—The Times’
Petrograd correspondent telegraphs:

“Heavy losses sustained by Field
Marshal Von Hindenberg, and great-
er difficulties of transport retard “the
enemy as his invading armies go
farther from their railways. These
-considerations have very properly in-
fluenced the Russian plan of awaiting
the Germans, since the kaiser is de-
termined to repeat the experimeént,
which already has cost him so dear.”

The Daily Chronicle’s correspond-
ent at Petrograd wries:

“The” Germans are making a su-

preme effort to save Cracow. The
fall of that city would allow the Rus.

sians to wedge their way between the
German and Austrian armies and
would derange the ~whole Austro-
German scheme of common defence.

The fighting around Lodz, and even|
in northern Poland is. a desperate
German attempt to draw off a portion
of the Russian forces that are threat-
ening Cracow: Furious attacks have
been made upon the Russian lines to
the south of that city. =~ The Army
Messenger says these attacks have,
utterly failed, and that the enemy
has lost heavily in men and material.

“The Tsar will make a -state trip
to Moscow, where he will be met by
the Tsaritza and other members cf
the Imperial Royal family.”

THEKIDDIES

CHRISTMAS

Now is Your Chance to He¥p--Organized Eﬁo;;t to  Give
Good Cheer to Little Ones Who Might Miss -
the Joys of Yuletide.

Santa Claus will assuredly have
something on the Kiddies Christmas
Tree for a little girl who sent in
this letter: “Dear Santa—Will you
please bring something to Freddie.
He broke his ankle and has been in
bed for a long time. Please b him
something. I don’t want anything 1if
you will please not forget ‘him.’
Whose heart would not melt at such
an appeal. Of course the committee
will see that Freddie and his little
sister are well looked after.

The Kiddies Fund was enriched to-
day by a cheque of $15.00 . received
from the employees of the Brantofrd
Laundry Company. There haye:been
few public undertakings that the emk-
ployees of this company haveé no:
subscribed to and this contribution
will be appreciated my the kiddies.
The general plans for the, tree are
progressing splendidly, and- citizens
are promised an event that v 11 lo

be a t spot in their memories,
Then:ebziﬁ'l‘.be' no promisc m; - distri-
bution of presents. The age and

and Santa Claus will have a present
especially selected for each one. As

name of each child is being secured,

asked' for a number of assistants, so
that there will be no unnecessary
delay in giving the kiddies their pre-
sents. Invitations are being distrib-
uted to the children, and parents are
urged to see that' these invitation
cards are brought to the Christmas
Tree. That is imj nt. ’
o e et
share in. ; g !
A small contribution will make you
.one of the pirtners.
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