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Capture of Belgium May be Im
minent Following Allied Advance 
to Roulers—British Army H 
Straightened Out Battle Line.
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His C 
the Presen 
nation is 
Refreshing

■

mmove large bodies of troops across the 
Vistula and deploy them in battle or
der before losing the protection of 
their forts.

It is on account of the strength of 
these Russian fortresses that the 
German army from Soldau seems to 
be breaking away from the railroad 
north of Novo Georgievsk. An ad
vance to the fortress would mean 
large loss of ■ life and even more im
portant loss of time.

The most important objective of 
this German army is not to capture 
forts or cities but to prevent the re
inforcement of the Russian armies 
west of the Vistula.

By advancing on 
Rozjan, on the Narew River, the 
Germans avoid the Russian fortresses 
and strike directly for the railroads 
east of Warsaw. If they can 
their raid far enough to capture these 
railroads they will interrupt the Rus
sian supply service and greatly weak
en the campaign of the latter.

The immense numbers of the arm
ies of the present day make them 
peculiarly dependent upon an efficient 
supply service. All the resources of 
'the country occupied by the enemy 
are soon exhausted. The line of com
munication to the rear forms the de
pendence of the army for strength 
and nourishment, just as a limb of 
the human body depends upon the 
flow of blood through an artery. If 
the line of communication is cut the 
army soon loses its fighting strength.

Consequently the Russians must 
give their first efforts to checking 
this movement from the north which
ft Ma»»-

The fighting along the_iine from 
Piotrkow to Czenstochowa has for 
the time a secondary importance. The 
armies on both sides seem to have 
slackened their efforts along this part 
of the line to devote greater energy 
to the campaigns to the north and 
south.

The Russians say they have defeat
ed the strong force of Austrians and 
Germans that has been moving 
against the southern flank of the 
Russian line in Galicia. The allied 
army moved forward in strong force 
along the railroad that joins Bielitz 
and Novi Sendee. Bjr this advance, 
close to the Carpathian Mountains, 
they hope to get behind the Russian 
left flank and turn them out of their 
position. The first success lay with 
the Austro-Germans and resulted in 
the abandonment by the Russians of 
their advanced position, close to the 
Cracow fortifications. If the Rus
sians have gained the upper hand in 
this fighting it should soon show m 

advance to Cracow.

; NEW YORK, Dec. is—In his re
view of the war situation the mili
tary expert of the New York Times 

j to-day says:
| “If the reported capture of Roulers 
I the Allies should be confirmed, it 
| would indicate the beginning of the 

campaign for the capture of Belgium.
Î The occupation of this city would 

form an important step in any stra- 
I tegic plan to force the Germans to re- 
\ treat from their positions along the 
| Yser.
I Both the French and German offic- 
f iai statements tell of successes at var- 
L fous points along the battle line in 
| France ; in some cases at the same 
I point. Evidently the fighting has 
I listed only of minor skirmishes. The 
I British success at Armentieres, close 
I to the Belgian border, will improve 
I their position by tending to straight- 
| e* out the line.
I The further progress of the German 
■forces in Poland, south of Vistula, has 
learned them within fifteen miles of 
I Warsaw. By this advance the army 
| of General Mackensen is advanced 20 
I miles, beyond the troops next to the 
liouth.
I The Russians appear to making lit- 
Me opposition to the move. For the 
defence of Warsaw they havfra cir- 
Bpe of forts, which they may Sase as 
ïlhe French used those of Pa 
yieouraging the Germans to attack, to 
liwer-extend itself they gain an op- 
Ejortunity to strike a blow on the 
■Berman flank by way of Novo Georg- 
Bgtvsk that may have decisive effects 
BkThe immense nui •* * ■ of the Rna-
E er. forces will be c_ ' !&*> aid n 

..—». - , mW* *
l tag agairfst the Germans in the other 

parts of the battle line sufficient for
ces to check their progress, the Rus- 

; dans can still spare a strong army 
I far any special objective that they 
I may select.
j The fortified district of Warsaw 
I and Novo Georgievs on the Vistula 
► river, twenty miles northwest of 
[ Warsaw, forms the central feature 
I of the Russian scheme for the defence 
I of the Province of Poland. These cit- 
I its with their circle of forts protect 
I the principal military base for the 
I supply of reinforcements of the Rus- 
! dan armies. It seems unlikely that 
I they would be surrendered except as 
1 a last resort, a crushing defeat of the 
i field armies.
I It would seem more likely that the
■ Russians would make use of these 
I fortresses by falling back so as to
■ uncover them and thus gain their 
I strengthening value as supporting 
I points in their defensive line. As
■ long as the Russians hold these they 
I have a safe place, where they
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copies of which have just 
Canada. The title of this latest I 
is "Britain as Germany’s vassal," 
the title gives the keynote to hie 
teaching. In this work the author 
goes to limits never before reached

bition of the German militarist class. 
The book is remarkable for the 
thoris spirit of prophecy insofar 
the intentions and acts of his 
country are concerned.

“Decadent England” it a frequent 
term in the book, and Von Bernhard! 
declares that England must be made 
subservient to Germany either by 
war or by an “alliance/under which

of

1
book
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" ‘ ‘ BUILDINGS IN YPRES SHATTERED BY SHELL ÏTB.E.
In the above picture is shown the destruction wrought cm some of the fine old buildings of Ypres. The town Is now In a most pltUble condition. It 

has for many weeks borne the brunt of the heaviest fighting yet experienced in the present war, with disastrous results. Formerly It was one of the most 
beautiful towns in Belgium, boasting of almost perfect architectural beauty.

■I\

GERMANS IN EAST 
FORCED TO FIGHT 

AGAINST THE END

she must give up n 
macy, quit the triple entente, abandon 
her allies and disarm by distributing 
her fleet over the world, meanwhile 
leaving Germany alone in crushing 
France and acquiring domination of 
Europe, North Africa and Asia Minor 
In plain language, Gen. Von Born- 
hardi

her naval

By
X
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PARIS, Ncc. IS —“On their eastern 
battle front the situation is critical for 
the Austro-German allies," says Lieut 
Col. Rousset, in The Liberté. “Ger
many has been compelled to support 
almost the entire weight <^_the war 
in order to make up for the weakness 
of her allies, as neither Austria ftor 
Turkey amounts to much,

“It is true, Germany’s resources are 
considerable, but they are not in
exhaustible, and to carry on such a 
formidable struggle in the east and 
west simultaneously, she is compelled 
to play a game of shuttlecock with her

forces, whicV. malt tome to an end
sooner or later.

“The fierceness of the struggle in 
Poland is forcing Germany to with
draw troops from the west. When 
operations are a little further advan
ced I think we shall witness startling 
events.

“Already, all along the line we are 
scoring. The Austrians are being 
beaten hands down by the Servians 
and Montenegrins. This is admitted 
in the Austrian official bulletin which 
says: ‘Our troops are taking up more 
favourable positions.’ In plain lan
guage, that means the Austrians have 
been defeated.”

war or111
SAYS U. S. MISTAKEN 

Von Bernhardi thinks that his coun
try should fight England and that 
United States is making a great mis
take in its advocacy of peace and ar
bitration treaties, although he excuses 
the policy on the ground of tremend
ous population, inaccessibility and in
exhaustible resources, which he be
lieves responsible for a “fancied" se
curity. Without any particular référ
ence to the United States, he says:

“From their first appearance in 
history the Germans have proved 
themselves to be a civilised nation of 
the first rank, and one may say, the 
civilised nation.

“World power or decline is Ger
many’s motto by the will of history. 
We have no alternative.”

GERMANY HEDGED IN 
Reiterating that Germany occupies 

a very dangerous situation, he con
tinues. “On nearly every aide Ger
many is hedged in by hostile states, 
whose united population exceeds that 
of Germany. These states oppose 
Germany’s foreign policy, and place 
us ever and again before the choice 
of fighting or of going without. It is 
our foremost duty to make an end of 
this state of affairs. We must once 
more regain our political liberty or 
action before we can embark upot 
an active world policy.

SETTLE WITH FRANCE 
“In Europe wo can acquire terri 

tories only by subjecting their impu
tation by force and arousing among 
the people an undying hostility.

“However, it seems necessary i 
rive at a final settlement witirF 
and it is quite possible to strengthen 
the triple alliance by enlarging it in
to a central European federation.

“The individual states of which 
such a federation would be composed 
might retain their independence. The 
creation of sue ha federation would 
greatly improve Germany’s military 
position and would give a broader and 
stronger basis to our overseas policy.

“We must endeavor to acquire new 
territories throughout the world by 
all means on our power, bet 
must preserve to eGrmany 
lions of Germans who will 
in the future, and we must provide 
for them food and employment. They 
ought to be enabled to Hve under a 
German sky and lead a German life.

“We must work in the German way 
for human progress. When the hour 
has come, when a great German emi
gration from Germany sets in, then 
the Germans who must emigrate

lands

Aï F

off the shore of Fife, immediately to 
the west of the great Forth bridge. 
Because of its advantageous situation 
in regard to British naval operations 
against Germany, England undoubted
ly has a strong fleet gathered there, 
hence the report of a German sub
marine attack is no surprise.

The Firth of Forth is the estuary 
of the River Forth—a baylike exten
sion of the river, about fifty miles 
long, and where widest, nearly fifteen 
miles across. The principal port on 
the Firth of Forth, is Leith, the port 
of Edinburgh.

[By Special Wire to the Courier] ,
LONDON, Dec. 12.—A despatch 

from Edinburgh to The Daily Mail 
reports that two German submarine 
attacks were made on thfe Firth of 
Forth Wednesday morning, but that 

ulsed. Two of thethey were rep 
enemy’s submarines, the despatch 
says, were destroyed. The admiralty 
has no confirmation of this reported 
submarine attack in Scotland. TO SAVE CRACOW

\The Firth of Forth facing the North 
Sea has a British""naval base at Dosyth sians to wedge their way between the 

German and Austrian armies and
(By 8pectin Wire to the Courier]

LONDON, Dec. 12.—The Times’ 
Petrograd correspondent telegraphs :

“Heavy losses sustained by Field 
Marshal Von Hindenberg, and great
er difficulties of transport retardvthe 
enemy as his invading armies go 
farther from their railways. These 
considerations have very properly in
fluenced the Russian plan of awaitmg 
the Germans, since the kaiser it de
termined to repeat the experiment, 
which already has cost him so dear.”

The Daily Chronicle’s correspond
ent at Petrograd wries:

“The' Germans are making a su
preme effort „ to save Cracow, 
fall of that city would allow the Rus-

would derange the whole Austro- 
German scheme of common defence.

The fighting around Lodz, and even 
in northern Poland is a desperate 
German attempt to draw off a portion 
of the Russian forces that are threat
ening Cracow, Furious attacks, have 
been made upon the Russian lines to 
the south of that city. The Army 
Messenger says these attacks have 
utterly failed, and that the enemy 
has lost heavily in men and material.

“The Tsar will make a state trip 
to Moscow, where he will be met by 
the Tsaritza and other members cf 
the Imperial Royal family-”

can a new

GERMANY IS SAD 
OVER NAVAL LOSS

buted, the Servians have confirmed 
their victory over the Austrians by 
the occupation o-f Ushitza and Vali* 
cro. By these successes, King Peter’s 
troops have regained most of their 
Vritory towards the Bosnian frontier 
c.-A they have effectually defeated the 
Austriaits advancing frm the north.

From Vienna comes additional con- 
I firmation of the Servian victory in the 
official statement that the forces in 
the southern theatre are being re
grouped “with little opposition from 
the enemy.”

The Serbs report the capture of 25,- 
000 prisoners and 115 guns.

The reversal of form shown by the 
Servians is attributed to the fact that 
practically every man under arms is 

serving in his third war. He is 
a veteran, inured to the hardships of 
campaigning and the stings of de
feats. Neither is he able for long to 
corrupt his spirit. Rather reverses ; 
tend to stiffen his martial back and 
make him a twice formidable enemy 
when the time comes for an about 
face and charge, or a smashing over
whelming tout. The Servians, re
treating for six weeks before the ad
vancing Austrians, were regarded as 
almost at the end of their military 
rope, and'British commentators were 
already referring to the possibility of 
the Austrians over-running the little 
Balkan kingdom, as the Germans over 
ran Belgium. The Servian fighting 
qualities ■ were still intact, however, 
and overcame the greater number, 
which the Austrians had on their side.

GREAT EFFORT in a neutral harbor and been dis
armed and their crews imprisoned;
but the Germans on them would never 
have consented to this. They were 
resolved to risk their lives in achiev
ing deeds for the sacred flag of the 
fatherland under which they served so 
long; they were determined to show 
what the German navy is made of. 
The heroic death of these courageous 
men will be unforgettable as long as 
Germans live on earth and cherish 
German sentiments.”

[By Special Wire to the Courier]
BERLIN, via London, Dec 12—The 

discuss the loss of thenewspapers 
German cruisers Scharnhorst, Gneis- 
enau, Leipzig and Nürnberg, off the 
Falkland Islands in a tone of keenest 
sorrow, but with complete resigna
tion. They express patriotic pride in 

ous achievements of these
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Shattered.
THE KIDDIES’ CHRISTMASprevi 

warships.
The Hamburger Nachricnten says; 
“The ships could have taken refuge

the

now Now is Your Chance to Hcftp—Organized Effort to Give 
Good Cheer to Little Ones Who Might MiS|/ 

the Joys of Yulctide.

Santa Claus will assuredly have 
something on the Kiddies Christmas 
Tree for a little girl who sent in 
this letter : “Dear Santa—Will y ou 
please bring something to Freddie.
He broke his ankle and has been in 
bed for a long time. Please bring him 
something. I don’t want anything if 
you will please not forget him. *
Whose heart would not melt at such 
an appeal. Of course the committee 
will see that Freddie and hi» little 
sister are well looked after.

The Kiddies Fund was enriched to
day by a cheque of $15.00 received 
from the employees of the Brantofrd 
Laundry Company. There have been 
few. public undertakings that the emk- 
ployecs of this company have not 
subscribed to and this contribution 
will be appreciated my the kiddies 
The general plans for the, tree 
progressing splendidly, and citizens 

promised an event that will long 
be a bright spot in their memories.
There will be no promiscuous distri
bution of presents. The age and

of each child is being secured, 
and Santa Claus will have a present 
especially selected for each one. As 
already anounced Santa Claus has

; . fBy Special Wire to the Courier]
NEW YORK, Dec. 12.—A cable to 

Jta Herald from London this mom- 
tig says:

By a mighty effort toward which 
unimpaired morale of the troops 

*4 the brilliant leadership -of the 
ycran commanders largely contri-

ENGLISH GUNS HELD
X we

asked for a number of assistants, so 
that there will be no unnecessary 
delay in giving the kiddies their pre
sents. Invitations are being distrib
uted to the children, and parents are 
urged to see that these invitation 
cards are brought to the Christmas 
Tree. That is important.

ore money is still needed. Have a 
share in this magnificent movement.
A small contribution will make you
one of the partners should find ready for them
Previously acknowledged —*209.35 . which they can settle and remainLillian Thomson....................... *-°° g^ns. Before long. Germany will
Iris Club.................................... 2 °° resemble an overheated boiler which
G- B.  ....................................... * £ is ready to burst unless a valve to
A- L. G..................................... *0pen to relieve the pressure.
^ B tg........................./••;;; , “ ^Germany penned up
Mrs." Hastings"WebUng ‘ X .2.00 Germany’s geograpltical position,
Miss S. E. Scarfe .................... 1 00 Von Bernhardi writes, is unbearable.
R. G. and A. S.................... 4 * He says: We are penned
E A P   100 are surrounded by England, France
Mrs. M. À Ivison................... 100 and Russia, three enemies who are
Mrs. M. H. Gandier............... i-°o closely allied, and whenever we en-
Employees Brantford Laundry 15.00 deavor to increase our power we meet

---------------------------- with /their united and determined
The United States Government has position. These three powers have 

lifted the embargo which has been tied down Italy’s forces to the Medi- 
on Canadian potatoes since last De
cember. ,

the mil- 
be borntered by a fresh German bombard

ment. of tof inhabitants hav cleft the 
town.

“The English guns received the full 
fliry of the enemy’s artillery until 
Sunday. The Germans appear to have 
realized then that they could not dis
lodge them, so they trained their 
guns on the town itself.”

[By- Special Wire to the Courier]
LONDON, Dec. 12—The Dally 

Chronicle correspondent telegraphs 
from a point in “Northern France”:

“Armentieres has been the storm 
centre in this arena since Sunday. 
The few buildings that remained in
tact last week have since been ba*-

ONLY
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Geese stood around $1.40 and $1.50,PRICES ON THE.
LOCAL MARKET

but some fine ducks took a downward 
step. They sold for 75 cents^apiece, 
or $1.50 per brace. Chickens were 
anything from 40 cents to a dollar. A 
surprise was made when some fine 
turkeys went early for 20 cents a 
pound. Usually it was 23 to 25 cents. 
It was snapped up-. Pork rose to 14 
and 16 cents and beef ruled from 10 
to 15 cents. Potatoes were, as last 
week, low at 70 cents, and apples 
brought' 15 and 20 cents a basket 
Qnions changed hands at 25 cents a

■F» >SIt seems an unreasonable story, 
but it Ss related that a special agent, 
inspecting a manufacturing plant
7“ “4 ïï&Éi were very need, » .he mer-

sfaiar sus;&» assy*»wondered whet the devil dose eeh, one week cootmumg then
>» rii-sroe “Now and night, rose from 40c and 45c to moc

Th!n ” v 48c and 50c. Quite a number of farm-
We got throe little wise men no at ___ - ers were asking the latter, and quite peck and cabbages brought 40 and 50

0ur louse, just. now. A few weeks Immigration into Canada fell off 50 a number of prospective purchasers cents a dozen- Vegetables were ob-
they were little Infidels scoffin’ at per cent, as compared with last year, looked askânce at the new luxury, ^'"^le at J5 and 20 cents a basket 

!aaty. but now they are true bellev- the decrease being chiefly in laboring Eggs at 50c are no longer a necessity. A. few loads of hay changed over at
«4 w. ............. _   , ciasseS( • . I Butter remained 28, 29 and 30 ceqts. $14 to $16 a load.
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FIRING LINE.

’ Reach 
Hundreds

?

) Will Soon Be Inade- 
ications—Youthful 
Dr Valor.

'f
•esting case is that of a Cossack 
been out on a scouting expedt- 
with eleven of his comrades, 

found himself opposite a detach- 
twenty-five Austrians. A hand- 
Ight ensued, and he, receiving a 
on his right shoulder, was taken 
while some of his comrades were 
d the others escaped, after kill- 
Austrians and wounding several, 
•rs brought him before an officer 
i of a patrol, some four miles 
scene of the encounter, and, after 
estioned regarding the position 
jssian main body, from which he 
1 detached, and, refusing to any. 
i officer, notwithstanding the fact 
was badly wounded, ordered him 
rm the Cossack dance on horse- 
lied the “Jigitovka.”
•ssack could do nothing but corn- 
mounted his own horse and began 
ps of gyrations composing the 
is horse was comparatively fresh 
loticed that the other horses be- 
k> the Austrians were some little 
laway. Suddenly digging his spurs 
mount he gave him his head and 

trusting to his horse’s instinct 
him back to the lines, 
tie wonderful agility innate of the 
he even managed to pick up a 

)ff the ground while going at full 
id fired a few shots at his pnr- 
ho had recovered from their sur- 
hey in turn shot at him, and one 
shots took effect, striking him In 
r left arm. He finally reached the 
t dead from the loss of blood, and 
■esting comfortably in a hospital. 
»ang Aviator Wins Cross, 
tng aeronaut with three bullet 
in his chest is one of the bos- 
ivorites. On his breast glitters the 
SL George, Russia's highest mill- 
ration, conferred only for bravery 
eld of battle. He is only nineteen 
age, but has been a member of the 
Irps for more than two years. His 
* told in the official records, is

s sent to reconnoitre the enemy’s 
before dusk. It was in Galicia, 
territory was unfavorable for a 
at any point. He flew a single 
achine and went up about 1,200 
which height, however, he could 
ce out the exact positions. He 
i descended to about 500 feet, but 
iovered by the enemy, who im- 
y began firing volleys at the 

By zig-zagging with lightning 
the aviator managed to stay at 

5:ht until he got the information 
He had made his notes and was 
return to his lines when an ex- 

mllet struck one of the cylinders 
iotor, chipping off a piece of the 
- and a valve, and tearing away 
his jacket, inflicting 
in his chest

terrible

las thought the young officer un
its scarf from his neck, stuffed it 
gap and continued his flight, but 
tr was ruined. He was forced to 
land volplaned in curves until out 
l of the enemy and effected a 

luckily, on the outskirts of a 
pod. Making his way through the 
e got in touch with the advance 
k his corps and, commandeering 

went back to the place where he 
his aeroplane and succeeded in 
it back safely. Ha.jhad himself 

his wounds with the material he 
h him, and only after bis machine 
ply stowed away did he put him- 
| the hands of a surgeon. His 

serious than hewere more 
and he had to be brought here

*ment, 
now
.t the end of which the surgeons 
raised he may return to the front-

waiting for four weeks to
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