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THE BOUNDARY AWARD.

A perusal of the statements relating
%o the award in the Boundary case must
" feave on any person’s mind the fmpres-
sion that Canada has been unmercifully
<“jcbbed” in the settlement of another
territorial dispute with the United
States. As Sir Louis Jette and Mr.
(Aylesworth say in their statement, the
;award could not have been given as it
vwas on judicial grounds, because in re-
:gard to somo of the important points
‘tbhére is no rule followed with any show
-of eonsistency. At the very commence-
avent of the line there is a curious twist
.arsde, whereby two islands at the en-
trance of Portland canal are handed
~over to the States. Lord. Alverstone
~esposes his own inconsistency on this
point when he says the line should fol-
dow “The channel which rans north of
.Pearse and Wales islands and the is-
;iands of Sitklan and Jannaghunut and
;issues into the Pacific between Wales

home filled with wonder and admira- |,
tion. Their visit will havé far-reach-
ing educative effects and will be pro-
ductive of large measures of good for
this country. Men like Hon.- Thomas
A. Brassey are now telling the Brit-
ish people about our possibilities. It
will open their eyes to learn from a
British member of parliament what
they would never look into a statis-
tical volume to find for themselves,
that there is in our Northwest 125,-
000,000 acres of wheat land, of which
only a few million acres is yet under
cultivation. This will give British
consumers an idea of what a granary
Mr, Chamberlain’s policy would de-
velop.”
—————

“NO CASE.”

An American paper in commenting
¢n the boundary award says: “That
the people of Canada ever supposed
they had a case is not to be assumed,

for to do this would be to impugn the
intelligence of the Canadians. They es-
sayed the futile task of simulating sin-
cerity, and when they failed, as was in-
evitable, it was their cue to accept with
graciousness.” This is singularly idiot-
ie, even for an American paper. The
very best possible evidence that Canada
had a case is the clear acknowledg-
ment made by the American commis-
sioners themselves. The American con-
tention was that no cnain of mountains
could be found parallel with the coast,
as specified in the treaty, and that,
therefore, the boundary line should be
drawn at the distance of ten marine
leagues inward. The Canadian conten-
tion was that such a chain could be
found quite close to the coast, and that
fact was established by actual surveys.
The four commissioners rejected the

:island and Sitklan island.” As the Can-
adian commissioners point out, the four
jslands should have been found to be-
long either to one side or the other,
whereas a line has been arbitrarily fixed
svhich divides them up, two and two.
JA similar inconsistency appears in sel-
vecting mountains to mark the boundary
‘further north. Canada’s claim that a
mountain chain exists near the coast
folfilling the requirements of the treaty
3s conceded, yet inland peaks are fixed
-upon for apparently no other reason
»#han that Lord Chief Justice Alverstone
mvished to-side with the American com-
srissioners. It further appears from the
.gtatements made at Washington that
.§n the neighborhood of the Klehini riv-
«er, in 'the Chilkat country, more terri-
tory has been awarded the States than
was hoped for or seriously contended
for by the state department. It-is not
surprising that facts like these should
leave a painful impression on the Can-
odian mind. Perhaps we should be

thankful that there is left no territory |

which' grasping Americans - can reach

«§ar and complaisant British commis-

-gioners can give away.
——————————————
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Ixi reviewing the results of the con-
zgress of chambers of commerce of the
empire at Montreal the Mail and Em-
ipire says: “One of the resolutions
‘passed marks a long advance in the
commercial sentiment of the empire
on the subject of mutual preferential
trade. The congress, in fact, gave its
unreserved approval to the policy,
though in terms qualified by consider-
ation for the feelings of the beaten
&ree traders. It is not too much to say
that that declaration has already
wielded fruit. It probably was the in-
fluence that swept the lingering hesi-
¢ation from the mind of Mr. Chamber-

+ 34in, and brought him out of the
«cabinet decisively and definitely for

i goreferential treatment of the food pro-
«ducing colonies. Certainly after the
Montreal congress the pro-preference
wress of the United Kingdom became
anore aggressive. To no - country
within the British empire would the
ffiscal scheme sketched out by Mr.
«Chamberlain at Glasgow be of more
benefit than Canada. Canada pro-
.duces most of the wheat, flour, meat,
butter, cheese and fruit that would be
exempt from the duties the ex-secre-
tary for the colonies proposes to levy
on such imports from foreign sources.
*"There are certain to be other Cana-

dian benefits traceable to this con- churia there are nearly half a milliony
Zress. And not least will be those well armed, well trained, well provis-
flowing from the circumstance that the ioned Russian soldiérs, and the trans-
ameeting was held in this country. Had Siberian railway has been busy car-
4t been held in London, as in the case rying out more troops and munitions
«of past congresses, or had it been held of war from Russia. Russian troops,

Ameriean claim, thereby establishing
the Canadian contention, but instead of
taking a logical course they proceeded
to locate a fanciful line which had no
evidence in its support. As much as to
say: “Canada is in the right, but it
! won't do for us to say ®o.”

e e
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IN THE FAR BEAST.

Russia and Japan continue to mass
their fleets and their armies round
about Korea, and the noise of their
warlike preparations attrazts the
world’s attention. The great question
is whether they will go. to war for the
'posseasion of Korea; how Korea likes
'being the bone of contention between
' the two is a matter to which the world
appears to be giving little or no
thought.

The ancient empire of Korea—for its
ruler is an emperor no less, Yi Heni
|by name, who has reigned for more
than forty years and is described as
feeble and unprogressive—has for cen-
,turies had the closest relations with
Japan. Extending as it does out into
ithe sea so as to almost touch Japan,
it forms a natural trading ground for
the latter. Japanese merchants and
miners have established themselves in
| great numbers in Korea, which is a
{land rich in gold, silver, copper and
| other metals,  precious stones, hard
| woods, furs, and various kinds of clay
suitable for the fine pottery of the
Japanese. For centuries, when both
empires were shut out from the rest
. of the world, they traded actively with
each other,

At the end of the Chino-Japanese
war, Japan had a strong foothold in
Koreg, and counted upon obtaining
 possession of the peninsula; but Rus-
'sla stepped in, and by means of char-
acteristic intriguing -managed to pre-
vent Japan from obtaining any terri-
tory on the mainland. Russia herself
took possession of Port Arthur. This,
she said, was in the interests of peace;
and as soon as she had her foothold
she began to build forts. Thirty of
them have been completed and fifty
more are in course of construction.
Barracks for 50,000 soldiers have been
erected, and barracks for 60,000 more
are in the course of construction. Port
Arthur and Viadivostok are now like
the two extended arms of the Bear,
with Korea lying between them, a
rich, supine prey.

The arms have already closed around
Manchuria, to which Korea is a penin-
sular annex, so to speak. In Man-

FOOLISH TALK.

Dispatches to American papers rep-
resent several people at the coast as.
being led into favoring a union with
the United States through

sa, :
alvyvl:yss been a Britisher, but if Great ain. However, we have an exceeding-
Britain is to hand Canada over piece- ly good country left, with the positive
meal to the United States, I-say let assurance that no more can be taken
us join the American republic also. away. Canadlans have every reason
By doing so we are
populous énough and !mporta.qt e,nopch
to have something ‘to say regarding
the terms of such annexation and also
would be potent enough to have some-
thing to say in the affairs of the re-
public of which we would form a part.
But if we wait until our
richest territory is given away,
shall simply be absorbed. It looks w0
me as if Canada had won the case and| The unexpected has happened in the
lost the territory.” Irritation because | refusal of Premier McBride to place
of the extraordinary award is natur-|john Houston of Nelson at the head of
al, but it should not lead any person | sne of the vacant departments. As the
to so foolish a length as that to which | member for Nelson virtually held the
Mr. Rowe is represented as going.
should be remembered, in any event.
that there is no more territory in dis-
pute. We have lost all of which we
could be robbed.

large enough,

best and

PLEASANT INDICATIONS.

The second bit

in the camp.

tween the two methods.

they did not content themselves with|time asking with determined repeti- | which plainly seems to have been the
coming to Montreal and - returning, | tion that Russia shall recall the troops case. We have certainly to accept
but they made an excursion across the | that are now “cutting wood” in Korea. f it, however, and can do- nothing else
whole continental breadth of the|Meanwhile the Korean emperor slum-
country. To say: 'tha.t what they saw |bers at Seoul, his capital, awaiting the | cumstances as they are. Fortunately
was a revelation to the majority is to|result. He has no army to fight with, | there can arise no other territorial
state the literal truth. They had no|if he wanted to fight, which he does dispute with the TUnited@ States; we
sonception of the immense magnitude,|not; and it is said that a large por-inow know the very worst. Canada
the mighty resources, the prosperity tion of the Korean nobility has been | would have been a larger country than

of the Dominion. They have gone|won over by Russian agents.
——

than turn to and make the best of cir-

it is if justice had been done in all
such disputes that have arisen. We
should have had all Oregon and
Washington, a considerable slice of
Minnesota, a large portion of Maine,
and the substantial territory in the
north that has been lately dealt with.

irritation These were lost to us because of the
at the boundary award. For instance, astuteness of American agents and the
Rev. Elliott S. Rowe is reported as complaisance, or sometimes stupidity,
“I am a Britisher and I have of the representatives of Great Brit-

to feel proud of their land and.go for-
ward with perfect confidence that it
will in no long time take its place well
in front in the ranks of the nations.
We shall certainly not be in any way
disheartened by this defeat before the
boundary commission.

e i —— sl

we TURNED DOWN.

It| fate of the government in his hands,

it was natural that the public should
expect the granting of his demand for
a portfolio. However, the event has
turned out otherwise, and now the pub-
lic is left to surmise the causes. It may
be safely assumed that some of the oth-
er ministers had at least as much todo

Two announcements made in Our col- | with the refusal as Mr. McBride him-
umns today should further encourage self, and perhaps a good deal morz.
the feeling of hopefulness for the fu-|In all probability the member for Nel-
ture which has lately been growing in|son had no friend in the cabinet beside
The report on the ore body | Mr. Green. One can fancy the other
in the depths of the Le Roi misi¢ which | members of the cabinet feeling them-
Manager  Parrish sent to the directors | selves in much the same position as the
in London is of extreme importance to|man who had the tiger by the tail and
the camp as well as to the Le Roi com- | wondered whether it was more danga~-
In many ways this importance |cus to hold on or to let go. John Hous-
may work out to this community, and |ton inside the cabinet would have been
also to a much wider portion of the|a great factor of danger, and outside
Assuming that the immense |of it he may prove even worse. It is
body of ore located at the great depth |altogether likely that there was much
in the Le Roi mine is workable at a|fine balancing of possible effects of eith-
fair profit—which seems a safe assump- | er course of action before the premier’s
tico—its presence and its exploitatiou | course was finally decided. The sharp-
must ensure a long continued contribu-|est possible commentary on the govern-
tion to the camp’s success from the big|ment's weakness is the fact that it had
mine itself. The discovery may also|to weigh such a question for any length
be taken to mean -that other mines|of time. The hour for “stable gov-
have similar resources at a great depth ernment” so much talked about has not
to develop for the benefit of the owners | Yet arrived when a government must
directly and the city indirectly. It may deliberate on the advisability of admit-
encourage further development |ting John Houston to its inner ranks.

of properties now allowed to lie idle, a
contingency all the more likely now that
costs of mining, freight and treatment
have been so greatly reduced since the| A whole trairload of Ontario hogs
days of their former working. Moreover | has recently been brought to Nelson to
the extraction of profits on a goodly | provide pork for the district. The car-
scale from even a few mines eanhot fail [ riage of hogs for so great a distance
to have a good effect in the encourage-|looks rather curious, when this prov-
ment of capital to turn our way again, { ince has so much land available for the
for the rebuffs occasioned by artificlal|raising of live stock and for farming
influences would soon be forgotten if|purposes generally. There is a ready
our mines were to get back to the div-|market for many farm commodities,

e e eserecerouas-mil

A CHANCH WBEGLECTED.

which could be raised even in Kootenay

encouragement | at a smart profit, if the right class of
comes from the announcement that suc- | agriculturist would take advantage of
cess is ensured for the Elmore concen-|the opportunity. The great cause of
tration process at the Le Roi No. 2.|feilure in this respect is that the op-
There would seem to be little room for | portunity is not sufficiently advertised.
Goubt left as to the applicability of the | A spasmodic sort of attempt is made to
process to an enormous guantity of ore|attract immigrants, but there is no sys-
There is apparancly a|tematic line of action pursued which
good prospect that even lower grades of | would be calculated to have solid re-
cre than were counted upon ean be min- | gults. ,

ed and treated at a profit by this pro-| The other day a deputtation of prom-’
cess. At the same time there is the|ipent men went down from New West-
best possible evidence that the methdd | minster and Vancouver. to interview the
decided upon by the Centre Star :nd|ministers on_ the subject. Regarding
War Eagle companies can be profit-|their mission the Columbia® said:
ably employed on the camp’s ores, This | “For some years the effort to bring to
1s furnished by the operations under-|the notice of prospective settlers from
taken by the companies after thorough |the east the advantages of farming in
and exhaustive tests. Success by either this province has been left entirely to
method would mean much to Rossland |private enterprise, chiefly on the pait
and the whole surrounding distfict, but | of real estate agents who believe that
the situation is rendered more satisfac-|they have been doing good practical
tory by the possibility of a choice be- | immigration work which should have
No man can|been undertaken by the government.
tell the extent to which the mining op- | The chief object just now is to secure
erations may be increasel in the camp the oppointment by the government of
by the institution of successful treat-|an agent in ‘Winnipeg to whom immi-
1aent of our great bodies of low grade grants may be directed for religgle in-

formation about the available lands of

Taken altogether, the conditions must this province. Mr. Hart stated his firm
be viewed as pointing to a great im-|had spent hundreds of dollars in this
provement in the situation over what it kind of advertising and besides had,
was but a short time ago. Rossland is within the last three months received
certainly- on the up grade.

| sme—————
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GRATITOUS ADVICE.

twenty letters from Winnipeg land ag-
ents asking for just such information
as the provincial government should
furnish intending settlers. The govern-

Apropos of the boundary award, the ment has tons of advertising matter on
London Spectator is reported as be- hand which should be distributed. The
lleving that Canadians “wil1 realize | cost would probably mot exceed $1,000
that they are as much bound by the |Per year to establish the desired agency
decision as they would have been had |in ‘Winnipeg and even if half a dozen

tural distriets of the province that wait-
ed on the government on Tuesday last,
dizected the latter’s attention to a mat-
ter of great importance to British Col-
wmbia. It is no exaggeration to say
that there is much ignorance in East-
ern Canada, the United States and Great
Britain as to the agricultural resources
and possibilities of this province. As
was pointed out by more than one mem-
ber of the delegation, the Dominion
government—or at least the officials and
agents who carry out its immigration
policy—appears to ignore British Col-
umbia as a field for successful agricul-
tural operations. Yet for dairying and
frnit raising no part of Canada offers
such opportunities for success. While
the climats and soil offer the conditions
requisite for such pursuits, the produce
can be readily sold at good prices and
the demand is far greater than the
available sources of supply. With mil-
iions of dolars going out of the prov-
ince annually in payment of imported
foodstuffs of all descriptions, there is
no fear ithat agricultural production
will overtake the demand. Besides the
home demand there is a rapidy grow-
ing market for fruit in the Northwest
Territories and already very satisfac-
tory relations in that direction have
been established by the fruit growers of
the Okanagan and other districts in
this province. Being assured, therefore,
of the bright outlook for those engag-
ing in fruit raising and dairying, the
thing is to take steps to induce immi-
gration of the right sort. In this matter
there has been hitherto no systematic
effort on the part of the Dominion or
provineial government. The former, in-
deed, has almost ignored British Col-
umbia as regards immigration. It is
merely stating a fact to say that some
of the Federal immigration agents and
officials in Great Britain have warned
intending agricultural emigrants not to
go to British Columbia. Some of the
delegates to Victoria gave actual in-
stances of this fact—incredible as such
a thing may seem to many persons.
During the last year or two private
firms and individuals have done some-
thing in the desired direction and have
met with a measure of success. But no
private agency can be so effective in
such a matter as government action
and the delegation pressed this view
strongly on the provincial government.
The latter, it was urged, should take
steps to bring about a change in the
Federal government’s policy and cause
it to deal fairly with this province in
its immigration policy. There is a reg-
ular flow of immigrants through Brit-
ish Cplumbia to the state of Washing-
ton. Yet lands equal, if not superior to
those across the line, can be obtained
here at much lower prices than pur-
chasers must pay there.”

If it be true that Dominion agents
heve established a sort of boycott
against British Columbia, there ought
to be means of stopping it. What are

the representatives of the province do-

ing in the case? Then all the while the

province is maintaining an agency in

London at a considerable expense, for

the ostensible purpose of diffusing in-

formation in regard to the opportun-

‘ties afforded immigrants here. The ex-

penditure seems to be wholly without

a return, and it should either be stop-

ped@ or made to serve its purpose.

s —

POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT.
PN SSITES
The member for Nelson has returned
home with his disappointment, and
his future course is naturally a sub-
ject of interest to the public, in view
of his indubitable power to make
trouble for the McBride government.
So far nothing is known beyond the
fact that Mr. Houston is in a bitter
mood; whether his bitterness will take
him the length of actual hostility to
the government remains to be se2u.
It is rather rough on the people of
British Columbia that this man should
have in so large a degree the power
of deciding whether or not their gov-
ernment shall continue in its present
form, and one would certainly sup-
pose that they would rather put an
end to so anomalous a state of affairs.

paper, has the following statement in
regard to the present position:

Advices received yesterday point to
the absolute ignoring of the claims of
this city for representation in .the
cabinet. Our member is on the way
home and full particulars will be
forthcoming on Monday. Meanwhile
it is in order for the citizens of Nel-

|son, the third city in commercial im-

portance of the province, to consider
the fact that it is the intention of Mr.
McBride, probably with the assistance
of a nearby member and minister, to
deny us our rights to representation
in the government. The question rises
above party feeling. It is a civic mat-
ter. The Liberal party was prepared
for the announcement that John
Houston had been given the portfolio
of lands ‘and works and was prepared
to fight; but they were not prepared
to hear that Nelson had been brushed
aside in order to make way for de-
feated members at the coast. We echo
the feeling of the citizens of Nelson
when we say that nothing short of a

The Nelson Tribune, Houston's awn|

course there is logic in the contention
that the city of Nelson, having alect-
ed him as member, should go further
and regard him as fully qualified for
a cabinet position, but Nelson must
be well aware that it would in that
case be running counter to the opin-
jon of nearly the whole province. In
any event the Tribune's statement
seems to indicate that Houston will
make a further fight for cabinet hon-
ors, if his constituency will back him
up. He seems to have felt differently
at the eoast, for he is reported as
saying there:

“The World was wrong in saying
that I went to Victoria to deliver my
ultimatum to the premier. I didn't.
I merely mentioned it to him that |
wanted the chief commissionership
and I fancied I ought to get it. You
can say this for me.”

The member for Nelson went on to
say that: “I will not be a member
of the McBride government. No, nor
of any other government. You can
tell them that John Houston is going
to go back to Nelson and that he is
going to close up business there and
that he is going to leave British Co-
lumbia for good and for all.”

“Why this sudden change?” he was
‘asked.

“I am done; You can put it that I
am done. I have worked hard and
faithfully in this province for fifteen
vears. I have been a Conservative
and a loyal, consistent one. I did not
go to Victoria, as your paper said,
with an ultimatum to McBride. How-
ever, I expected to be used at least
decently. But yesterday I got the
dirtiest deal that ever a white man
got in the province of British Co-

lumbia.”

The dispatches from Victoria open
up another possible phase of the mat-
ter, namely, that the objection to
Houston’s entrance to the cabinet
came from Lieutenant-Governor Joly.
This is possible, but does not seem
probable. It is far more likely that
the question was never presented to
the governor for decision, and that
the opposition of the present ministers,
outside of Mr. Green, was the stumbi-
ing-block in the way of the ambitious
member for Nelson.

In the confusion of varying reports
and surmises the main fact clearly
evident is that the government is in
an extremely awkward position.

SELFISH AND INDIFFERENT.

That the Canadian Pacific railway is

both indifferent to and careless of the
interest of the public is strongly shown
in the manner in which it has treated
the important mining camp of Poplar
creek. This place has grown, through
the energetic enterprise of its residents,
within less than half a year, from a
single miner’s cabin to a place of im-
portance with a poputation which is be-
tween 500 and 600, with six hotels, sev-
eral business houses and numerous res-
icences. It is a growing and important
place, and is destined, because of the
richness of its mines of free gold to ex-
rand to large dimensions. Should the
properties prove as rich at depth as they
are on the surface,and such underground
explorations as have been made so far
go to prove that this is the fact, there is
not the slightest doubt that Poplar
creek will eventually become the largest
free gold centre in the Dominion.
Notwithstanding the fact that the Ca-
uadian Pacific railway enjoys a monop-
oly of the traffic of Poplar creek, and
has received a very large sum in the ag-
gregate for its services, it has seen fit
to almost completely ignore the wants
of the place. Up to about a week since
the only accommodation it gave the
place was a small, narrow platform,
cn which freight was dumped and left
to the mercy of the elements and pre-
datory animals, unless the consignees
were on hand to receive and care for
shipments, which was not often the case,
as the principal train usually arrives
about midnight. Dogs and hogs fre-
quently destroyed provisions and some-
times they were considerably damaged
by rain. In response to NuUMeErous com-
plaints, a small freight shed was recent-
1¥ constructed.
The people there, however, have long
pleaded for a telegraph office and 2
commodious freight and passenger de-
pot. Those desiring to send telegraph
messages have either to go to Lardo
23 miles away, or to Gerrard about tel
1iles, before they can have them tele-
graphed. It is certain that a branch
telegraph office at Poplar City wou:d
pay, and why does not the Canadian
Pacific railway establish such a con-
venience?

1t is difficult to see why, except that
the company is totally indifferent to
the crying needs of its patrons and
supporters. It has a monopoly of the
traffic of the new mining centre, and
no other transportation company can,
for the time being at least, interfere
with it or take any portion of its
monopoly away. The management of
the road in pursuance of its usual
selfish and greedy policy says by its
acts: “What is the need of doing
anything more than we have to for the
Poplar camp and district? The traf-
fic is lours, it cannot immediately be
taken away, and where is the neces-
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