i JOURNAL OF THE

FRIDAY, March 8, 1856.

MR. ‘CLARK, in his place; presented to

‘the House the Impost and Light Duty
Accounts for the District of Richmond Bay, for
the past year.

Ordered, Thatthe said Accounts be referred
to the Committee appointed to examine and
réport on the Public Accounts.

The Hon. the Solicitor General, from the
Special Committee appointed to prepare and
réport the draught of an Address in answerto
the Speech of His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor to both Houses, at the opening of
the present Session, reported the draught of
an Address as prepared by the Committee—
and he read the same in his place, and after-
wards delivered it in at the Clerk’s Table,
where it was againread, and is as followeth:

To His Ercellency Sir DONALD CAMPBELL,
Baronet, Lieutenant Governar, and Commander
in Chief in and over Her Majesty’s Island Prince
FEdward, and “the Territories thereunto belonging,
Chancellor, Vice Admiral, and Ordirary of the
same, &c., §¢., gc.

Max 1T PLEASE Your ExcrLresey;

We, the Representatives of Her Majesty’s faithful
subjécts of Prince Edward Island, in Colonial Parliament
assembled, thank your Esxcellency for your Speech at
the opening of the present Session, and also for having
assembled us at the earliest possible period after the
(eneral Election.

Your Excellency may rely, that in abplying ourselves
tv:such measures as may promote the welfare of the
Coloay, we shall proceed therein with all due zeal and
diligence,

The demise of the Queen Dowager of England, is an

event much to be regretted. Her loss cannot but be
deep]y mourned by all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects,
to' whom the rmany virtaes 'of ‘that ‘excellent Princess

were known, and which have claimed for her such affec-

tion and universal esteem.

We cheerfully unite with your Excellency in acknow-
ledging with all gratitude the ‘goodness of Providepce in
averting from our shores that fatal dis€ase which has ra-
vaged so many countries, and in blessing with an abun-
Jdant harvest the Jabors of the industrious husbandman.

It is particularly gratifying to perceive that an Impe-
rial Act has been passed to enable the Colonial Legisla-
tures, to regulate their internal Posts; and we tipst that if,
by that means, a uniform, and more especially a mode-
rate rate of Postage can be established throughout British
North America, the inhabitants of this Colony will fully
participate in its long-looked-for advantages,

We feel deeply interested in the change which “has
taken place in the British Navigation Laws, and . among
other results which-may be produced thereby, and by
such other modificdtions therein, relating to tlie ‘trinsfér
of British Shipping as may yet be carried out, we ardent-
ly look for an increasein ‘the demand for our’ Iskind. ves-
sels, convinced as we are that in Ship-building, this Is~
land can compete on at least equal terms with iny other
British Colony.

We are glad to learn that your Excellency’s attention
has been directed towards the removal of the restrictions
upou our commercial i intercourse with the United States;
and we fee] assured that-from the unammxty ‘of* oblmou
which prevailed when these mieasures were under consi-
deration of the Members of the Executive of the differ-
ent Provinces, who me: at Halifax last Autumn, as well
as the desire entertained by Her Majesty’s Government
on the subject, that our Commerce will receive its full
share of the advantages of any well-considered measures
which Her Majesty may be pleased to carry iato effect.

The Legislatures of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Canada having, respectively, passed Acts to authorize the
reciprocal interchange of staple productions with this
Island, we shall take into our cozsideration the propriety
of respanding to them; and in doing so, it will be our anx-
ious desire to-be guided by such a spirit of liberality and
kindly feeling as should characterise -opr relations with
the sister Provinces.

We will duly consider the operation of the Small Debta
Acts, with a view of making such alterations ‘therein as
the nature of the cases adverted to by your Excellency,
and a due regard to the- application of the public funds,
may require.

We will proceed to the examination of‘the Accounts
of the past year, as soon as your Excellency wil} .cavse
them to be laid before us; and we shall readily provide
for the due performance of the Public Service, fully re-
lying that in the expenditure of the public moneys the ut-
most economy will be observed.

It is with much satisfaction we learn that there i is some
improvement in the Revenue, ag well as an increase in
the registered tonnage of Shipping. We look upon
these facts as indications that the productive resources
of the Island are recovering from the state of depression
under which they have suffered,

We will be glad to receive replies to such Addresses
of the Iaté House of Assembly as may not yet have been
laid before the House, sb soun as your Excelleucy ‘will
please to cause them to be commaynicated to us.

We will be prepared to receive from your Exce]lency,
during the progress of the Session, all communications
upon matters of public interest.

We readily embrace your Excellency’s offer of your
cordjal support and co-operation in all measures which
tend toadvance the true interests and happiness of the
people of this Colony.

Ordered, That the said draught Address be



