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Beligions  Fliscellan
“he Shore of Eternity.
Alone ! to land alone upon that shore !
With no one sight that we have seen before ;
Toiogs ot a diff:rent hue,
And the sounds all new,
Aad fragrances so sweet, the soul may faint ;
Alone ! oh, that first hour of being a ssint !

Alone ! to land alone upen that shore !
On which no wavelets lisp, no billows roar ;
Perhaps no shape of ground,
Pethsps no sight or sound,
No form of earth, our fancies to arrange,
But to begin, slone, that mighty change !

Alone ! to land unon that shore !
Knowing so well we can return no more ]
No voice, or face of frierd,
None with us to attend
Qur disembarkiog on that awful strand,
Bat t> arrive slone, in such & land !

Alone ! to land alone upon that store !
To begin alone to live forever more !
To have no one to teach
The manners or the speech
Of thet vew life, or put us at cur ease,
01, that we might cie in pairs, or companies !

Alone ? No! God hath been tkere long before;
E:ernally hath waited on that shore,
For us who were to come
To our eternal home.
And he hath taught his engels to prepare
In what way we are to bs welcomed there.

Like one that waits and watches, he hath sat,
As it there were none else for whom to wait,
Waitiog ‘or us, for us
Whno keep bim waiting thas,
And who bring less to satisfy his love,
Toan any other of the souls above,

Alone P The God we krow is on that shore ;
Toe God, of whoee attractions we know more
Than those who may sppear
N:arest and dearest he-re,
Oh, is he not the life-long Friend we kaow,
More privately than any fiiend telow ?

Alone ? Tbe God we trust is on that sho-e ;
Tae faithfui One, whom we bave trusted more
In triais and in woes,
Than we have trusted those
Oa whom we leaned most in our earthly strife.
Oa, we shall trust h'm more in that new life !

Alone ? The God we love is on that shore ;
Love not enough, yet whom we love far more,
Aund whom we've loved all through,

Aod whom we love more true,
Than cther loves—yet we shall love far more.

8o not alone we land upon that shore ;
'Twill be s though we had been there before.
We shall meet more we know,
Than we can meet here below,
And find our rest like some returning dove,
And be at home at once, with our Eterra' Love
FagEer.

The Omnipotence of Prayer.

This is an sge of great achievements. The
wildest dream of the past js but the sober
reality of to day. Discovery has followed dis-
covery, and power after power has besn evoked,
while the end is not yet. Amid a'l this progress
the Church has made siridss. She has called
the Press to her aid, and can scatter like suow-
flaces ¢ leaves for the healing of the nations.’
_ Bhe has endowed ber institutions of learning
aod can give her miuisters all nvedful culture

vover the land. She bas raised the standard of
benevolence and found the means for inaugurat-
ing gigantic mssionary enterprises abroad —
Better stil!, pernaps, the has dropped somewhat
the controversies of the past, to marshal her
forces for a war agaiust ein, in its citadel, the
human heart, and has devis:d, and is still de-
vising, ways and means to bring ber power to
bear more effectually upon the masses. The
great danger of the hour is cot that we shall too
well endow the temporalities of the Church and
raise curseives to great denominoational ivflu-
eace. Iiis.a matter of grave doubt, whether
our gifts have brought us up to the pitch of
the single word sacr.fice. Tne thing to be fear-
ed, is, that we shall come to regard all these as
the chief elements of power on which we sre to
rely in evangeliziog the world. We are to re-
member that * the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal but mighty through God” - Men sre
employed as egents in buman. redemption, but
the Holy Ghost slone, is the efficient. power
making their lsbor availing. All effurt that does
not turn back upoa the Spirit to find its sole
strengih, end that is not energ'zed by it, mus’
be wi hout fruit. Henc: it is that the Cburch
is mightiest when in her closets and arcund
ber aitsrs jl-ading with God. Heree it is that
the shortest way to a sinner’s conscience is not
through the fiae churck, the pealing organ, the
we!l written essay, or the eicquent preacher;
"but rather the way, of earaest, pievailiog pray-
er. Human logic bas never of itself convinced
aoy ore of ¢in. The great Coavincer moves
upon al. While, then, we are multiplying our
miterial and intellectual resources, we should
be multipiying in & far greater ratio our pray-
ers. \We are finite and powerless in the one—
we msy be omnipotent in the other. What un-
deviatiog testimony is borpe to the truth of
this in all the experience of the Church, How
often have believers banded themselves together
to pray, end praying bave waited until the ane-
" wer came in a powerful awekening. In times
of great declension and indifference, when hope

some brother or sister who bas followed us thus
far, will say “ men are free agents ; God wili
not coerce their wil's ; how then can we pray
for their uncorditional conversion? Acrd if we
pray conditicnally, how can we pray without
doubt ?”  Boftly, brother! sister! all prayer
must be in harmony with the will of the Master,
aod all promises He hss given us are thus con-
ditiona). He does not ask the consent of the |
will'before he convicts. Thnis, it is bis * sover- |
eign good plessure to do.” The Spirits lighteth |

pray, snd pray without doubt. Do you say* |
cannot preach convincingly ; I cannct exhort

own to bring sinners to Christ?” Bay it again !
but add, “ I van do better' Because the Mast. |
er has said it.

consciences of men.”
koow ye this power P

Their time, yonr time, God s time, is to day ! —
Are we 10 fearful'y responsible for the ind. fler-
ence of those around us! Ah! ifa burden lorl
touls, like that Christ bore, rested upon the
Church, then, indeed, would sinrers know no

Itis in ber power to make very difficult the de- |
scent to the pit. Let us, then —

* Awake to earnest prayer,
Our covenant again renew,
And waik in filial fear.
*“The Spirit then will speak
Through lips of humble clay,
Till hearts of adamant shall break,
Till rebels shail obey.”

Zion's Herald.

Wesleyan Conference at Hull.
WEDNESDAY MORNING, AUG. 11,
After reading of the Daily Record,
The Secretary read a- resolution drawn up by
Dr. Oshorn in reference to the retirement of the
R:v. W. Shaw, 1t was accepted and ordered
to be printed in the Minutes,
The Confererce then proceeded to the third
readirg of stations. The stations were complet-
ed, with the exception of a few reseived cases.
Toe Rsv. G. T. Perks, M. A, next brought
up the report of the Committee which bad been
appointec on the case of the Rev. Thos. Hughee.
The findings of the Committee were as follows :
1. The Committee recommends that the Min-
utes of the Mauchester and Bolton District Meet-
ing be coufirmed.
2. The Committee regards the publication of
the volume in questicn as a serious violation of
Mr. Hoghes's solemn profession as frequently
renewed, aud by his brethren accepted in good
faith, inasmuch as it attacks a vital pact of our
discipline end advocates plans at variance there-
with : and the Committtee feels bound to main-
tain that when a minieter in ary church still
holding his appointment and erjoyiog its bene.
fits publishes a book assailing principles without
assenting to which he could not have gained
such an sppointment or enjoyed such benefits, a
grave cffznce is committed egainst public faith |
and honor.
3. In_ the judgment of this Committee Mr.
Hughes ought to stay the further publication of
this book €0 long as he seeks to be recognized
and accredited as a minister in connection with
the Methodist Conference.

4. The: Commitee reccmmends that Mr.
Hughes be declared incapable of bolding the of-
fice of superintendent while Le maiotains his pre-
sent views on this subject, and that a specisl re-
port of bis corduct be presented to the next
Conference:

Dr. Waddy moved the adoption of that report.
He eaid the findings of that report were in ac-
cordance with those of the Manchester and Bol-
ton District Meeting, and they were so obviously
in accordance with the character of the book and
the whole case that he imagined they would all
agree with them. The conly possibility of doubt
would be in reference to the recommerdations
of the Committee, but the Committee thought
that to make a murtyr of Mr. Hughes would be
to magnify him into an impoertance that would
not be gord either for him or for them. With
a sing'e exception they were unavimous in theur
ficdings and recommendations.

Mr. Arthur wished to secord the resolution
proposed by Dr. Waddy. He did so with the
full conviction that on the whole tbe course pro-
posed was the right one. He felt the gravity of
the case in more than one point of view, and
had time permitted he would have gene into
the great question that was raised by Mr.
Hughes's book. At that hour be would confine
what he had to say to the simple point of the re-
port itself. The report expressed a ve'y strong
judgment on one question that be thought wo'u,d
aslways be considered tender and of great im-
port, viz., the bona fides of a Methodist preach-
er in the profession of attackment to their doc-
trine and discipline which from year to year b'e
solemnly renewed. He believed that in th}l
country of la'e years there had been a public
davger, that the bighest and most sacred of all
the professions should become pre-emicently lL.e
instrument of shaking the general confidence in
the integrity of public pledges. In the midst of
that sta'e of thinge, he thought that Methodist
preachers should be conspicuously honourable.
He might, as a Methodist preacher very honour-
ably change his views on the subj-ct of the clfts
meeting, but if that change paszed to the point
that be felt it his duty 10 say to the wide worid

has died ont of nearly every breast, the re!'re.-h-‘
ing showers of grace have fallen, as from a|
cloudless sky. Wtole commanities have ‘
moved, backsliders have b:en reclaimed, and |
penitents by hundreds brought to the crost.—
M:n bave said, at the first view, that all this
Was entirely without the employment of humsen
agency ; but a closer examination has always
discovered that there were a few—

een |

* Faithfal mid the faithless found,”
who hsd constentiy prayed, in unwavering faith
for this very end, and who bailed it as the di-
Tect answer thereto. Everywere the scriptures
declare this power of prayer, and we must doubt

| Mehodist Courch, he thought he cught to go

in form of a book that he ng longer wgs:d.ed tlbe
class-meeting es s fit test of membership’ in the

oatsice first. When Baptist Noel cheanged bis
mind about the relation of Cburch :O‘S!n.le, .lnd
felt it bis duty to write upon it, he gave his bish-
op notice that he was doing so. and on euch a
day bis conection with the Church would cease.
Now that was the part of an hooorsble man. The
bonor of an understending was higber tb'.n the
techpicalities of the law, and on that point he
held a very strong conviction. l!f III'IIOPIQFO‘D-
ations of class-meeting, and of their views of it,
Mr. Hughes’s book committed grave offences

Christ | Himself, if we diebelieve it. Perhaps |

*'Without mentioning many elements in the
class institution, which no ope will deny to be
conventioval, it is enough to name the meeting
of s smail’'bumber and no more, the penpy e
week, personsl relation of experience, the meet-
ing of once a week, and virtual exoulsion afier
an abeence of three times ; these thinge, and all
mattars of the kind, have nothing more than rea-
son of convenience and personal predilection to
to support them ; they are not absolute and es-

sential in the ecoromy of trath, hence ouzht | his soul shall be watched over in mutual csre by | re

nGt to be made a system of uaiform test. Bt

every mao that cometh into the wotld.” For|even what is not a convention in itself, the so- Ible fo
conviction—deep, pungent conviction— we may | cisl element which is in it becomes coaventional | reporting his fit

when made a condition of membership in the
Church, because 100 parrow and misapplied.”

powerfully ; I have no direct influence of my Were those the elements of a class meeting ? | ship.

Those were the mere accidents, most of them
separable accidents of a class masting. What

0O, ye believers in Christ , | tual fellowship, counsel given by one appoiated | ture by baving the institution of fellswehip, an
It is omaipotent, for His | t0 Rive counss| to individual by individual, after' only ccunting as members of their own church-
preveilog Spirit indites sach prayer. He is not | i0q1ity made sbout the state of his soul snd|es those who conformed thereta ;
boutd by * summer's heat, or winter’s cold ;"i God's dealings with him, Those were the essen- | other h:n1 their sense of what
bo ¥ unceasingly, then, ought it to be made !— | tisl elements of a cliss-meeting, and whea pur| U
Men are living in cpen transgression. Your | together they mede up as nesrly as they could | striciions to the Loid’s Supjer thore who, wi b
own sons and daughters are brukin'g away from | a0 Bttempt to carry out the ecriptural idea of | out couforming to their own church standard  sbou
gcdly restraints and pressing in the way to death. | mutusl edification, not by acciden(, but as part| wisted to be so admitted, but withcut counting

of ¢burch o:d+r. They might look st another
matter. It was assumed throughout the whole
of that book that the soie condition of member-
thip in Methodi:m was the class-meeting. Tnere
were many s:utences io it that went to give a

pance, yet if he met in class they must make him
a member of Bociety! Now it was well known
that'a man might be as regular as possible in
meeling in clats, but if he were guilty of adul
tery out he weat at orce. The fo lowirg repre
sentation of the c'ass-meeting wou!d be consid-
ered uofair by the most bigoted M«thcdist in the
world. Again 01 page 26: “ The body wtich

virtually, universal'y ; for if it had Ligher pos-
er it would deny all spiritual blessings, even
heaven itself, to thess it bars from its commu-
pion.” That was e misrepr-s:ntation, and a very

followed the plough. There was another mis-
reprasentation on page 73, which he tock to be
a serious cne.  ‘‘ A man might bé from home
on a pea voysge, where such a means is not ac-
cessible or thought of, or he might be tflicted
for years unable 1o move from his bed ; he could
not be a member of a class under such condi-

Consideration, there is no provision for it. B.:-
fore he can be a member he must attend ; if he
attend not, it is a pure matter of sufferance that
his name may be retained, dependent on the will
of others.” How were they to account for such
misrepresentations P They could not except on
the ground of a most extrrordirary capacity for
misapprehension.  If they locked into the book
tbey would find the words ‘‘ a condition,” and

changeably. ¢ The condition” was assumed to
be ** a conditicn.” For iustance (pege 68),
“ Tte class-meeting is not, ss a formal io-
stitution, comprehensive of all the dutiee, privil.
eges, laws, and spiritual power of Christianity ;

aod rothing legiiimately can be a condition of

‘ the Christisn Church that is not compre! ensive

of these.” Why, telling the truth ought to be a
condition of the Christian Church ; not blasphe-
ming the name of God ounght to bs a condi-
tion of the Christian Courch; not bresking the
Seventh Commsndment ought to be a cerdition
of the Christian Church; yet not any one of theee

more, it was positively stated the Lord’s Sup-
per could not be a condition. He believed that
throughout the bock there was not a glimmer of
any sense on the part of the writer of the diff=r-
ence between a condition and a test* It was as-
sumed throughout that a test was a condition
and a condition was a test, and that they were
interchangesble terme. But a condition might
oot be a test. The test was une thing the con-
dition was another. Ths condition lay within
the thing itself; tke test was eomething from
without applied to the thing to find whether the
condition was thLere.
went further, and wes the certificate that the test
haviog been applied, the conditions were found
present. All ttese were represented in the
words—

Tre seal of attestation

The title’s but the guinea stamp
The man's the gowd for a’ that.

which says, This is tried goid fit for the king’s
use. Now he (Mr. Art ur) held that the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper was not a test but a
seal; and the question raised by that book as
between the class-mevting and the Lord's Sup-
per wes this: Were they to have the sicramen-
1al eeal by Church order publicly and statedly
applied to men who were not tesied witn any
church test as Lo whether they really did or did
po: keep up living fellowsnip with tke body of
Cbrist? Tuat was the question there raised.
They bad (1) the Sscrament of ajmission into
the chutch. (2) The Sacrament of habitual fel-
lowship with the church. The Sacrament of ad-
mission, that of bnpusm,wn!ui:h in our Lord
Jesus Christ. What wes ltej'tret of that? A4
prefession of that faith, Aud in the old times
t.bs-t was a test of great moral power. It should
be remembered that no man was admitted oo

admit bimself by virtue of a conceeled faith:
« With the heart he b:lieved unto righteous-
pess.” Of that the Lord alone could judge, but
« gith the mouth confession was made unto sal-
vaticn;” acd uatil he confessed Christ befure
men be could not receive admiesion. Then ahefe
was the cther Sacrament, that of continuance in
the church, the public eeal of their recognize.d
fellowship with the body of Cbri-!.. As to this
Sacrament, all churches in profession set up
some test or other, They all said there ought
to be something to test a man. Hedid not wn?l
to fiod fault with their tests, be left them to their
own Master to stacd or fall; bat said he, ** Are
their tests beiter than ours? .i\re'tbe‘y more
scriptural than ours P The question 18, Shnall we
come down to them, or shall they come ug tous?
I say deliberately their tests are de.fecuve. A
man comes in and he may go on v'ul?out. ever
bolding sny fellowship with any Christian in the

sgainst them. Sappose they took the descrip-

the truth of inspiration, sye! the truth of Jesus

gon of a elass-meeting as giviog on pege 16:

world except in public worship, and at the table

tions ; bis name might be retained by some kind |

things comprebended all thst. But what was’

Here the condition was gold of a certsin qusl.,
ity, the test an acid to try it, the seal a staiip-

the supposition that he had faith. He could not |

always receive bis seal of fellowship.” He con-
terd=d that the tesching of the New Testament

world, and the mwore of the laiter the betier; but
8’87 mesns of grace and mutasl ed fication, ard
exercize of spiritual gifts by a spiritusl laity. The
Metbodist test amounted to this: Every msn
| shall be in sctual fellowstip with his bretbren;

! others, and cne shall be in charge and resf onsi-
r giving bim counsel

{lowehip. Now

that sfforded a test which
|

riz=d the church to say, Tkis man is in fellow-

it*m th

erip-

iversa! Churca by admitting under proper re-

[

i"g them as Mathodists snd membsrs of their
| own churches.

He did not want either to nirrow or to en-
t large that their usage, and he contendad that if
!(’n_v gave up their pres-nt poeition with regard

rest day or night until they embraced the cross. 1 strapger ttat impression. Mr. Hughes said tha t” the clase-meetir g they would give up what
a man might break every lav a:d every ordi. |

{ was, on the whole, the best attempt to apply
| the seriptursl ¢ nditions of mutual fellows®ip ot
{ oy Chureh he krew. Further, they would give
lap the best mode of rearieg a sp'rirual leity;
a1d where were they to get thair spiri‘usl clergy
| from if they had o spiricval laity, if th-y did
0ot train lads to pray in the class-meeting, to
tilk sbout the life of God in the soul of man,
sad s) brirg them up step by etep as exhorters

denits member:hip to a Christian man, denies it | aud local preachers, and so into ths mivistry ? |

i Ifthey let go their class-meeting, they would let
g0 the ficst nuraery for pre:zchers of the Gosjel
[ that God had given to the Refurmed Churches:
IU: believed that there had bzen of la‘e years in

. . ' |
serious off-nce sgainst the burublest brother who'| many of their circles a deal of lioe talk on|

| that question of a Church test, a dea! of loose
[ talk that necd=d to be confrontel there, ard he
| was prepared to conterd anywhere tha' condi-
ticn end test was the means of fiading out whe-
ther the conditions of membership wers there,
snd the Lord’s Sipper was most honoured
when the test wes mcs: worthily end prect cally
appiied. He Jooked, therefore, upgn the teach.
ling of Me. Hugtes’ book as a fundaments] de-
1 triment to their system. The immediate ques-
| tion was as to the proper mode of deslirg with
| the brother. In that respect be believed the re-
| port of the Coxmittee was right. He thought

that to proceed at once to expulsion would bz s

mistake, and considering that bio:her's axtra-
{ordinury fecility for misapprehension; would even
| be on injustice. He felt bound to say for Mr.

“ the condition” were constantly used int»l’l‘l Hughes that the epirit in which he net the Com-

| mittee was very beccming. He thought that
| an opportunity ought to be given him for reflec-
{tion : at the seme time it was for them to take
| & stand and ssy, This is not a questidn to be tri.
fl-d with; it is & question of lite and honor—life
| as & Cornexion, and henor as men pledged cne
| to another,

| The Ex-President said that he folt some diffi-
| culty in voting for the couficmation of the Mi-
| butes of the Manchester and Bolton District
| Committee touching that case, becanse it would
be inconsistent with the additional claus2 that in
the event of Mr. Hughes continuing in the sem
mind he wou!d eventually disqualify himself tor
further ministerizl connecticn with the Confer-
ence. He beld that Mr. Hughee, in common
with all his brethren, was placed under the most
| solemn obligation of a trust to maictain class-
‘ meetinge. He was committed to that esto a
sacred covenant, and what seid the Bcripture?
“ If it be-but a man’s eovenent, if it be cor firm-
| ed, no man disannulleth or addeth thereto.” He
1 held that Mr. Hughes, in publishing his book to
| the world, bed broken his covenant, and that
whilst he held to the views expressed in that
book they could nct, as Methodist preechers,
sppoint to him a circuit.

Mr. B. Gregory called the attention of the
Conference to the fact that in the additional
clause of the minutes referred to tha word * even-
tuslly” hed been introduced, and that the spe-
cial
}\i‘a(imuiun that a certain degree of forbearance
3nd long-suffering was intended to be shown to-
wards Mr. Hughes. Now, the members of that
Committee had quite as intense feelings es the
Ex-President bimself as to the bock, but they
looked at the matter in this light : Mr. Hughes
belonged 1o a class of persons baopily'very rare
amongst them. They locked at the extreme na-
tural peculiarities of the man. Now, there were
certain diseases 10 which even healthy bodies
were liable, which, thaugh very irritating snd
unsightly, were not very dar gerous, except by
their mode of treatment. He believed that the
case before them was that of such a-disease ;. it
was a mere excrescence, which would wither
away and die out ; but if they took it off by harsh
and injud cious means it migh: become a gan-

Commitiee nataral y interpreted, as sn

grene and be very serious.

Mr. Vasey eaid he could Lot sgree with the
last speaker that that book was not a dangerous
book. There could be no doubt that it did re-
present a state of feeling that ex's'ed in their
societies, tbat had epread of late years to a con-
siderable extent, and that was lying like a train
to which a spark might et fire ard produce an
explosion. He agreed wita the report of the
Committee. That report coamended itself to
him, in the first place, by affi ming the resolu-
tions of the Manchester District, which guarded
their discipline effectually in the end, ard pro-
vided and pronourced that any person ho!ding
these views would be found eventually unfit to
hold a place amongst tbem. He acceplr.d that
very gratefully. He was also satisfied with Fhe
report because it condemned the book. Haring
dore these two things, he did think the Confer-
erce had the power, and it was quite strong
enough as & body, to sfford temporary indu?-
gence to Mr. Huaghes, to give him an opportuni-
ty of chenging his views. He confessed tl?al be
Lhad not much bope of his doing so, owing to
the peculiar constitution of' bis mind ; but be
thought they oughbt to give bim that opporturity,
throwing upon him the responsibility of the use
he made of that interval.

Mr. Bedford wished to speak to s matter o
fact.

presented,

It was now one o'clock, aud the Conference that a man could not do it with impuvity, by |

acjourned until four p. m.

WEDNESDAY EVENING

sumed,

| Dr. Osborn expressed his regie: that be was| power,
week by week, and |obiiged to differ from many of his respected | conduct was to be made the mext year. Arnd
nese for continuing ia that fel- | friends on this question, but he could nat under-

| the Committee and their conclusion.

They never mede their test so parrow | row & figure used before, the man wha was boring | his children met in claes.

ey refussd the Sicrament to all who were | boles in the ship’s bottom was brought before | the word of his honour (snd he was fully be- |

[ no: under their own church test, but what did | court as desired, but only degraded from h's| lieved) that
I can briog the Holy Spirit in | Were the essential elcmeats of the class meeting ? | they do? They harmonised first their own view | rank, and

illuminating and coovineing power upon the Prayer one for arother, singing together in mu- | of what was due to the teaching of Sacred S

| 10to another ship.

S
—— —_— e

{ ' broken in the Church of England, avd the main” | they sbould vo'e for the amendment that had

He cid pot understand that the word tenance of which would be the maintenance | been proposed that pight.
erjoined not only ptivate worship, wherein the “ eventullly,” es used in the micutes of the of Methodiem—that no man could asssil thel
Christian shut out bath world end church; and Manchester District, was at all inconsistent with |doctrices that fundamentally bound them to-
pubic worship, wherein he faced both church and the findings of the report that had just been!gether without a breach of persoaal faith and

The President: In my judgment the mover
|of the originalymqgion ought now to reply. |
[sball then ask Mr. Hughes if he wishes to be

pereonal honour. Moreover, they had declared | heard before the matter goes to the vote.

inflicung discipline upoa Mr. Hughes by taking |, o
away from him hip superintendency, and by tell- |
The debate on the case of Mr. Hughes was | iog bim that so long as he beld those views he
could vot be entrusted with sdministrative |
Further than this, a specisl report of his |

neither in society, nor i1 the pulpit,

sent back as sn sble-bodied seaman | tor in any way whatever beyond the publishing
In his (Dr. Osborn’s) opinion
dTMr. Hughes had violated the contract on the |
basis of which he was admitted, and his connee-
i and on tbe | tion with them shou!d c:ase, but as that was not | doing wioag in that. He (Mr. Jenkine) pitied
wes due to the | generally acceptable he thought that the lesst| the obscurity of vision with which, as it seemed

of his book, had he agitated the question of the
class-meeting. He had published a book simp y
{ and be (Mr. Hughet) did not think that he was

ttat could be dene (o mark their sense of the | '0 him, the author wrote his book. He was sure
gravity of the case was that Mr. Hughes' name | that the man whbo could write that book deserved

|d be dropped from the printed ists, and

that he should cease from preaching for a )enr,i
a special report to be presented next year as re- |

commended in the report. H- moved an smgnd-
ment to that effzct. Over and over again he
had taken the opportunity of declaring that M.
Hughes with his vizws cauld not be associated
with th*m in the Christian minis'ry.

Dr. Rigg was very thankful that they were not
atked 10 o at once to the extreme course of ex-
puleion in that case. He hoped they would ve-
member that expulsion was a sentence which
tbat Co-ference was very reluctant to icflict
even in the cate cf gross scandal and immore-
lity ; snd, trerefore, in this case, which bad
cowe before them somewhat suddenly, they
{ought to be very cireful how they weat in that
direction, He wished there were no greater
danger in respect of the point before them than

that bock. One of the points that he should
plead in extenuation of Mr. Hughes’ case was
that year by yesr many men amongst them and
arcund ttem Lad been saying what looked more
or less in that direction ; and now when ope
men bud published it, it seemed as if all at once
they were sbout to deal with the case with a
slteraness aud severity which he feared might de-
feat their obj-cts.  He apprehended that he
might be beld pure on that subject. If there
was a man in the Couference who for twenty
years past had pointed out the dengers that now
threatened them, warned them of them, written
against them, and sfoken against them, he was
the man.
class-meetiogs, and he refused 1o be a party to s
sudden change. Mr. Ves-y had told ttem of a
train that hed been leid which a spark might
ignite.  He (Dr. Rigg) said that they might,
without meaning it, strike that epark, into it by
an irjudicious sct that day which would make a
beok mischisvous that otherwise would mot be
mischievous. He wondered that anyone could
supprs= that that bock alone cou!d have done
any great berm to Methodism. But in propor-
tion as they magnifi-d the book they meade it
powerful for mischief. He thought! there was
a special reason why they ehould be careful how
they hurried things. He withed to remind the
Conferencsthat three years ago Mr. Hughes gave
notice of motion in that Conference on the sub-
jeet of his book} and if such epeeches as had

ago, it would heve been a great advantage, In
that case, the probability was, that book would

for consideration in the present case.
put in a third plea.

He would

views upon that matter. 8uch things were writ-
signed * Presbyter.”
mended that class-meeting should be optional,
and that tte Lord’s Supper sh. uld be considered
as the great fest of communion amongst them.
But altboagh the writer of that pamphlet was
chall-nged in open Confereace as the known
author of it, no irq1iry was made, no demur was
put in. He (Dr. Rigg) was quite as enxicus to
put down a mark on that sulject as anyone
could be, but at the same time while he would
let it be well known where they were on that
sutj=ct, while he would not allow such a book
asthat of Mr. Hughes' to pass without its proper
condemnatioa, he did think they ought to accept
the 1eport of such a ommittee, ard which had
been come to so carefully. He wished to add
that Mr. Hughes hal promised that be would
most reepectfully consider ail that m’ght be said
to him, either by so superior a Committee or the
Conference in that He would, there-
fore, construe his conduct under the irfluence of
[ charity ; he wouald d-al with bim cn the princi-
ples of equity ; he would weigh the present with
the psst ; and be would not suddecly mske o
case of that kind so serious es they did make it
when they put it upon the level ef a great morsl
offsnce. He trusted that the report of the Com-
mittee wouid be accepted,

Mr. E E Jeukicsead: He was on the Com-
mittee that rat last pight, and he was sorry to
differ from the smendment which Dr. Osboro
had proposed and the Ex-President bad second-
ed. He differed from the amerdment because
he thought that the encs of discipline would be
answered by the support of the resolutions of
Ile had listened to Dz Os-
born’s speech with profourd sttenticn, but ex-

malter,

the Committees.

ce t in the last five minutes he bad heard nothiog
whatever which every member of that Cemmit-
tee weuld not thoroughly endoree and support.
He had been led to atk. Whoerefcra this earn-
est fear P Wherelore carry us away from the
point tefore us ?  Why should the eubstacce of
that epeech belupon & subject upon which there
was no question whatsoever 7 The subject be
fore them was the treatment of Mr. Hughes.
Now he believed Mr. Hughes to be aa honest
man. When he stocd before the committee he
pot only did so with courtesy, but he gave the
most rr'lpectful attention to all that was said to
[ him. He acknow!edged that some of the sen-
‘liments acd the language of his book were too
strong, and said that he was prepared to recon-

"sider them. In the resolations of the committee
| the discipline of tte Conference was fully main-
[ tained. They cordemed the book and the man ;

they reasserted the principle—which had been

thec whicl had arisen from the publication of

He wae no ha!f-hearted supporter of

been mede that day bad been made three years

not have been written. That was another ples

Mr. Hughes was not the
first Methodist preacher who had published bis

ten and printed twenty years sgo, in a pemphlet
That pamphlet recom-

| their commi-eration, and hs thought that the
fact slore ought to iaduce the Conference to
psuse before supporting an amendment that put
& mao in disgrace and silenced bim for » year.
He did bope that the better jndgment as well
as the better feelings of the Conlerence would
sppear in votiog for the originsl resclution.

Mr. John Wesley Thomas said he could with
cotfidence and satisfaction support the resolution
moved by Dr. Waddy. He wished to save the
Conference from inconsistency and partiality, by
referring t8 sevérsl aoalogous cases, and the
manner in which they had been dealt with.—
Many years ago Daniel Issac published a book
which sinned sgainst some of their most che-
rished traditions. The Coafercnce condemned
the book, but spared the man. A few years
after, another minister, not so ‘rell,&mod .
pamplet, in which he denied the foreknowledge
of God. It was considered that the justice of
the case was amply satirfied by a trenchant re-
view in the Magazine, from the pen of Richard
Watson, which anvihilated the offending essay.
Dr. Adsm Clarke, in bis able and widely-circu-
lated Commentary, had propagated several
errore. To pess over minor ones, he denied the
prescience of the Deity, and the Eternal Sonsbip
of Christ.  Was Dy, Clarke put into irons P
They showed their sense of the gravity of the
case by originating a new question to be asked
of all candidates for the minis'ry. But how did
they desl with the author of these doctrinal
errors 7 Instead of punishing, they elected him
their president. He (Mr. Thomas) did not
blame this lenity. No harm came of it; and
be was not aware that they had ever suffered
by too much forbearance in such cases, If he
knew any man who boted holes in the bottom
of the ship, be hims:|f would arrest and bring
him before the judgment seat. But if this was
not true of Dr. Clarke, much less was it true of
Mr. Hughes ; and if be dealt so gently with the
fcrmer, because he wes great and popular, how
could they be severe towards a weaker offender,
end for a less off:nce P There wis one trait in
the character of the ancient Romans which, next
to their valour and their legislative genius, he
greatly admired.  Oane of their own poets seid
that they warred against the mighty and the
proud, but spared the vanquished and the weak.
And of God himeelf it was said, “ He hath put
down the mighty from their seats, and exalted
them of low degree.” Mr. Hughe#' error was
not like those to which he had referred, a doc-
trinal one, but a speculation concerning church
discipline. Their discipline existed for the sake
of their doctrines. It was the ark, but their
doctrines were the more precious deposit—the
tab'es of the testimony. Mr. Hughes, with a sin-
gulsr obtuseness of apprehension, and a curious
infelicity of expression, made the Church and
Society conterminous and identical, but this did
not sffect his practice. The report of the com-
mittee took the happy medizm between unfaith-
fulness to our discipline and thet undue severity
which has often defeated its own end, and ocos-
sioned worse evils than those which it sought to
cure. Toey sll wished to see Mr. Hughes cor-
rect his error and set hmself right with -his
brethren ; but they were more likely to sucoeed
in restoring him if they sought to do it in the
spirit of meekness than if they attempted it by
harshness and severity. He did not think that
Mr. Hughes was like the guarled and unwedge-
able oak, which only the thunderbolt could cleave
but that be'was accessible to resson ; snd be
boped that the report now propesed to be adopt-
ed would be received by him with the best re-
sult. There was no better or surer way to make
their authority respected than ‘by tempering
justice w th mercy.

-

Mr. Prest spcke in favour of the smendment.
He said they had been called upon to show
mercy, but mercy had two sides. He thought
that the arguments that had been placed before
them by Dr. Osborne were round and upans-
werable, aud that in all those matters they were
tied up by their solemn professions to a corres-
pondence between their teaching snd their stand-
ards. They bad found great fault with clergy-
men who were eating the bread of the Protest-
aot Church while they were teaching Popish
doctrine. He boped they were not going to
allow a similar inconsistency in their own bo-
dy. Ifit wereallowed, it would mot be with-
out a protest. Mr. Hughes would not bave s
pecuniary penaity. Taoey talked about the right
of private judgment, thask God they had it in
this country—he bad no objection to a man
talking about his rights if be would talk with
equal elcquence about his duties, and right im
plied duties. He did think they were bound
by reason of their solemn obligationsto their
own people ot to send Mr. Hughes, or snybody
else, to spread these notionsin any gipeuit. It
might b said, he would not teach th&m; but
that was not enough. Mosthodist preachers were
bound to * bold and enforce their diecipline,”
as well as to “ believe and teach ” their doc-
trines. He knew that there was great kindness
in that Conference, but he most seriously de-
murred to that kindness being sbused. They
cotld afford to do right, and if men ssid they
were severe, they couldn t belp it. Ifthere was
the need of severe measures, whose fault was
it? Was it the fault ofthe judge, or the law ?
Iu his estimation justice and right reqnired that

{ what bad Mr. Hughes to say to all that? He | koew wers to
sutho- jstand the discrepancy between the findings of | #aid this : He was prepared to meet classes, he |

To bor-| Was a leader himeelf, his wife was a leader, and |

He told them upon '

Dr. Waddy said he perfectly concurred in the
sentiment of Mr. Prest's speech, that they
could afford to do right. He beld it to be the
the most marked evidence of cowardice wh:n
they were driven to do an unjust thing trom an
unjast fear of bim sgainet whom the unjust thing
was done. It was a bold and noble feeling that
stop, acd that could afford 10 be
rather a little within than a little beyond the
punishment which it bad the power to inflict.—
He thought it was a great pity that the Man-
chester and Boiton District did not define what
they meaat by the word * eventually.” Ot that,
bowever he bad pothing more to say. Bslore
venturing upon any remark as 10 the speeches
that bas been made, he wished to state that if
it was suspected that he thought less of the im-
portance of class meetings, that he was more dis-
posed than any other to qualifly them, to make
them sutordinate and op'ional instead of being
necessarily and uaiformly obligatory, be would
refer them to his practice, and the practice of
tis family, and to bis public aod privae teach-
ing. He did pot thivk that there was any Me-
thodist preacher that preached more frequently
on the necessity of Christisn communion, and
especially that form of Christian communion
called the class meeting, than he did. Aa in-
Jjustice would be done to him if in the course
of any remarks he might make it should be sup-
posed that be was at all inclived to trifls with
the solemnity of that question, or that he was
disposed to palliste what he thought to be a ve-
ry serious and grave cffznce on the part of Mr.
Hughes—an exceedingly unwarrantable and in-
judicious attack upon that most valuable ineti-
tution of theirs, Nevertheless he could not take
the notion of a pledge in the strong, severe, and
inflexible sense in which that notion had been
set before them. Had they not a committee
regularly appoioted to take into consideration

suggestions, memorials, and proposals from dis-
trict meetings, and quarterly meetings, and in-
dividuals ?  Did they not understand that to »
certain extent and within certain limits they
were prepared to talk about these matters and
mske arrangements in reference to them.P—

Were they to understand that Methodism, just
a8 it is, Dot merely in its great eseential prin-

ciples and practices, but in all its details and

modes of expiession, was to be a thing stereo-

typed, unaltered, and unalterable from this time

forth and forevermore ? He oould not subscribe

to that view. He thought they exaggerated
Mr. Hughes' offence in three ways: (1) As to
his inteation, (2) as to the execution, (3) as to

the effect. As to the mea's intention. He

did not believe that Mr. Hughes intended to
barm Methodism. He was prepared to say

that Mr. Huaghes did not fully uuderstand the

Eoglish language ; be did not think he felt the

force of the expressions he used, or saw what

train of thought they would be likely to prodace

in the minds of those that read them. He be-

lieved thet Mr. Hughes bad mistaken bis voca-

tion, 'He (Mr. Hughbes) thought he was called

to be a Methodist reformer, and he was going

10 do wondrous things, and he waa simply mis-

taken. He did not thiok that he intended to

do any barm at all. Aas to the execution of the

book, it had already been described. And as

to the effect of it, it would have very little im-

portance beyond that with which they them-

selves might choose to invest it, Eatertainiog

these views, he thought they must be of opinion

that Mr. Hughbes did not koow that he was do-

ing all the harm which he had been represent-

ed as doing: It had been said that * he was

‘boring holes in the bottom of the ship,” be
(Mr. Hughes) thought he was opening the ports !
He bad po ides that he was sinkiog the vessel ;
he thought he was giving a little more ventila-

tioa and daylight 1o the passengers! Now it
was ratber too bad to take a mistaken passenger
and put bim in irous as though he were a aci-

entific, well-informod, snd perfectly intelligent

plotter against the lives of the pessengers sod

and crew. The question bes been put. Was
the ship safe P Toe ship was safe. Reference
bad been made to outsiders. These were of
two c'asses. Toere were outsiders who claim-

ed their sympathy and respect, and for whom

they eatertained solicitude, anxiety aod ocare;

and there were outsiders with whom it was not
worth their while to trouble themselve. Asto
the former class & man might be mistaken in
bis view as to the best mode of getting them in-

to nearer communication with themselves, and
yet & mistaken view might be held with perfect
loyalty to Methodism, and with perfect safety
of the ship in which they were embarked.—

Bearing this in mind, let them lock at the
smendment that bad been proposed. The man

to be kept in silence for twelve months!—

Would they be likely to help him by that means ?
Of all classes of minds be should thiok that Mr.
Hughes was the moet unfortunate to be left in

that position, 1f be (Mr. Haghes) had sn opin-

ion that he bad not been kindly aad courteously

dealt with by that Conference, he would take

away from him any occasion which would justi-

fy this feeling, and punish him as little as their

diguity end position would require them to do,

snd then see what God in his providence would

do for them the first yoor.

Mr. Hughes said that he was glad that Dr.
Jobson was in the chair, for he knew his ps-
tience and largeness of heart. . He would state
candidlyj snd be hoped christianly, bis feelings
and views. He hoped he should not say a word
which woald not fairly represeat the high and lof-
ty conception he had of that the grandest sssem-
bly of its\kind in the world. It was admitted that
there was no accusation agsinst him as to any
woral offsnce. Nor was it said that he had no
gite. He did not know exactly whether or not
some people believed him to have any grace.
He supposed, furtber, that nobody could say
that he bad not done the work, There was no
charge sgsinst him in that direction. Nor
could any ope say that be bad divided :heir so-
cieties ; he never made s party io his life ; and he
bad no inclinstion to make any party thence-
forth exoept it were the party of truth. Well,
then, what was the case ? His offence was sim-
ply that he had written & book. That book was
not unchristian in iteelf, and as bis name waa at-

tached to it,there was nothing clandestine in ita
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