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$t'igi(ms miscellany
The Shore of Eternity.

Alone ! to land alone upon that shore !
With no one sight that we have seen before ; 

Things ol a difLrent hue,
And the sounds all new,

And fregrances so aweet, the soul mvy faint ; 
Alone ! oh, that first hour of being a saint !

Alone ! to l»nd alone upon that shore !
On which no w.velete lisp, no billows roar ; 

Perhaps no shspe of ground,
Pethips no sight or sound,

No form of earth, our fancies to arrange,
But to begin, alone, that mighty change !

Alone I to land uoon that shore !
Knowing eo well we can return no more ;

No voice, or face of frierd,
None with ns to attend 

Our disembarking on that aaful strand,
But to arrive alone, in such a land !

Alone ! to land alone upon tint shore !
To begin alone to live forever more !

To have no ont to teach 
The manners or the speech 

Of that new life, or put us at our ease,
On, that we might tie in pairs, or companies !

Alone ? No ! Got( hath been there long before ; 
Eiernally hath waited on that shore,

For us who were to come 
To out stern il home.

And he hath taught his sngels to prepare 
In what way we are to bs welcomed there.

Like one that waits and watches, he bath eat,
As ll there were none else fur whom to wait, 

Waiiiog ior us, for us 
Woo keep him willing thus,

And who bring less to satisfy his love,
Thin any other of the souls, above.

Alone f The God we know it on that shore ; 
The God, of whole attractions we know mire 

Then those who rosy appear 
Nearest and dearest h-re.

Oh, is he not the life-long Friend we know, 
More privately than any friend below ?

Alone ? The God we trust is on that sho-e ; 
Tne faithful One, whom we have trusted more 

In trials and in woes,
Than we have trusted those 

Oa whom we leaned most in our earthly strife. 
Oa, we shall trust him more in that new life !

Atone V The God we love is on that shore ; 
Love not enough, yet whom we love far more, 

And whom we’ve loved all through,
And whom we love more true,

Than other loves—yet we shall love far mote. 
True love of him begins upon that shore.

So not alone we land upon that shore ;
Twill be as though we had been there before. 

We shall meet more we know,
Than we can meet here below,

And find bur real like some returning dove,
And be at home at once, with our Eterra1 Love

Faber.

The Omnipotence of Prayer
This is an age of great at Increments. The 

wildest dream of the past je but the sober 
reality of to day. D.scovery has followed dto 
oovery, and power alter power haa bean evoked, 
while the end ia not yet. Amid a 1 this progress 
the Church has made strides. She has called 
the Press to her aid, and can scatter like anow- 
flates *• leave» lor the healing of the nations.' 
She haa endowed her institutions of learning 
and can give her ministers all needful culture 

ltviShe has built elegant and massive churches all 
I Severer the Isnd. She bat raised ths standard of 

benevolence and found the means for inaugurat
ing gigantic Mi ssionary enterprises abroad — 
Better still, perhaps, sh: has dropped somewhat 
the controversies of the past, to marshal her 
forces for s war against tin, in its citadel, the 
human heart, and has dev s-d, and ia still de 
vising, ways and means to bring her power to 
bear mere effectually upon the masses. The 
great danger of the hour is cot that we «hall too 
well endow the temporalities of the Church and 
raise ourselves to great denominational influ 
eoce. It is.s matter of grave doubt, whether 
our gifts have brought us up to the pitch of 
the single word sacrifice. Tne thing to be fear
ed, is, that we shall come to regard all these as 
the chief elements of power oo which we are to 
rely in evangelizing the world. We are to re
member that.1* the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal but mighty through Ood ” Men are 
employed as agents in human redemption, but 
the Holy Gho.t alone, it the efficient power 
making their labor availing. All etl'jrt tketdoee 
not turn bàçk upon the Spirit to find its sole 
Strength, and lhat is not eoerg zed by it, mue 
be without fruit. Hence it is that the Church 
is mightiest when in her closets and art und 
her a.tars pleading with God. Hence it is that 
the shortest a ay to a sinner’s conscience is not 
through the fine church, the pealing organ, the 
Well written essay, or the eloquent preacher 
but rather the way, of earnest, pievailing pray 
er. Human logic has never of itself convinced 
any one of tin. The great Convincer moves 
upon a l. While, then, we are multiplying our 
material and intellectual isscurces, we should 
be multiplying in a 1er greater ratio our pray 
ers. We y re finite and po.erless in the one— 
we miy be omnipotent in the other. What un 
deviating <ealimony is borne to the truth ol 
this in all the experience of the Church, How 
often have believers banded themselves together 
to pray, end praying have waited until the ans 
wer came in a powerful awakening. In times 
of great declension and indifference, when hope 
has died opt of nearly every breast, the refresh
ing showers of grace have fallen, as liom a 
cloudless sky. Whole communities bsve-^een 
moved, backsliders have been reclaimed, and 
penitents by hundreds brolight to the cross.— 
Men have said, at the first view, that ell this 
was entirely without the employment of humen 
agency ; but a closer examination has always 
discovered that there were a few—

•• Faithful mid the faithless found," 
who had constantly prayed, in unwavering faith 
for this very end, and who bailed it aa the di
rect answer thereto. Everywere the scriptures 
declare this power of prayer, end w* must doubt 
the truth of inspiration, aye ! the truth of Jesus

11 Himself, if we disbelieve it. Pethepe "Without mentioning many elements in the always receive bis seal of fellowship 
, b',°,her or ,l,,er ebo b“ followed nt thus class institution, which no one will deny to be tended tla! -he teaching of the Ne 
far, will say “ men are free agents ; God wili conventions', it is enough to name the meeting

He Mr. Bedford wished to speak to a matter of broken in the Church of England, and the main" 
Testament fact. Ha did not understand that the word teoance of which would he the maintenance

erj lined not oily private worship, wherein the " eventual),” rs used in thenot coerce their wil t : how then can we pray of a small number und no more, the penny a Christian shut out both 
for their unconditional conversion ? And if we week, personal relation of experience, the meet- ' pub ic worship, wherein _ __ _
pr.y cood.t.onaHy, ho, can w. pr.y wi heut ing ol once a week, and virtual expulsion after world, and the more of the latter the beVerVbu't premnud.' 
doubt f Softly, brother ! sister I all prayer »n absence of three times ; these thing*, and all 
must be in harmony with the will of the Master, maltais of the kind, have nothing more than res
and all promises He has given us are thus con
ditional. He does not ask the consent of the 
will before be convicts. Tnis, if is bis “ sover
eign good pies sure tod»." Tne Spirit" lightrth 
every men that comet h into the world.” For 
conviction—deep, pungent convict ion—we mvy 
prsy, end prsy without doubt. Do you say “I 
cannot preach convincingly | l cannot exhort 
powerfully ; I have no direct influsnee of my 
own to bring sinners to Christ t” Say it again ! 
but add, “ I van do better’ Because the Mast 
er has said it. I can bring the Holy Spirit in 

laminating and convincing power upon the 
consciences of men." O, ye believer» in Christ, 
know ye this power f It U omnipotent, for His 
preveilng Spirit indites such prayer. He is not 
bound by •• summer’s heat, or winter’s cold
bo v unceasingly, then, ought it to be made !_
Men are living in c-psn transgression. Your 

»n aom and daughters are breaking away from 
gcdly restraints and pre«aing in the way to death. 
Their time, your time, Ood,t time, is to day ! — 
Are we t o' fearfully responsible for the iod Ser
enes of those around us ! Ah ! if a burden lor 
oula, like that Christ bore, rtsted upon the 

Church, then, indeed, would sinters know no 
rsst day or r.ight until they tmbraced the cross.

is in her power to make very difficult the de
scent to the pit. Let us, then —

" Awake to earnest prayer,
Our covenant again renew,

And waik in filial fear
“ The Spirit then will apeak 

Through lips of humble clay,
Till hearts of adamant shall break,

Till rebels ahail obey."

Zion's Herald.

Wesleyan Conference at Hull.
WEDNESDAY MORNING, AUG. 11.

After reading of the Daily Record,
'I he Secretary read a resolution drawn up by 

Dr. Osborn in reftience to the retirement of the 
v. YV. Shaw, It was accepted and otilertd 

to be printed in the Minutes.
The Conferetce then proceeded to the third 

reading of stations. The stations were complet
ed, with the exception of a few resetved cases.

Tne Rev. G. T. Petks, M. A., next brought 
up the report of the Committee which had been 

ppointed on the case of the Rev. Thos. Hughes. 
The findings of the Committee were as follows :

1. The Committee recommends that the Min
utes of the Manchester snd Bolton District Meet
ing be confirmed.

2. The Committee regards the publication of 
the volume in question as a serious violation of 
Mr. Hughes’s solemn profession as frequently" 
renewed, and by hie brethren accepted in good 
faith, inasmuch as it attacks a vital pact of our 
discipline and advocates plans at variance there
with : and the Committtee feels bound to main
tain that when a minister in any church still 
holding bis appointment and enjoying its bene
fits publishes a book assailing principles without 
assenting to which he could not have gained 
such sn appointment or enjoyed such benefits, e 
grave effence is committed «gainst public faith 
and honor.

3 In, the judgment of this Committee Mr. 
Hughes ought to stay the further publication of 
this book to long as he seeks to be recognised 
snd accredited as s minister in connection with 
the Methodist Conference.

4. The Commitee rsctmmends that Mr. 
Hughes be declared incapable of bolding the of
fice of superintendent while he maintains his pre
sent views on this subject, end that a special re
port of bis conduct be presented to the next 
Conference!

Dr. Waddy moved the adoption of that report. 
He said the findings of that report were in ac
cordance with those of the Mancheater and Bol
ton District Meeting, and they were so obviously 
in accordance with the character of the book and 
the whole case that he imagined they would all 
agree with them. The only possibility of doubt 

ould be in reference to the recommendations 
of the Committee, but the Committee thought 
that to make • m irtyr of Mr. Hughes would be 
to magnify him into en importance that would 
not be good either for him or for them. With 

sing’e exc-ptioo they were unanimous in their 
findings and recommendations.

Mr. Arthur wished to secord the resolution 
proposed by Dr. Waddy. He did so with the 
full conviction that on the whole the course pro
posed was the right one. lie felt the gravity of 
the case in more than one point of view, snd 
had lime permitted he would have gone into 
the great question that was raised by Mr. 
Hughes’s book. At tbit hour he would confine 
« hat he had to ssy to the simple point of the re
port itself. The report sxprested a vcy rtroeg 
judgment on one question lhat be thought would 
always be considered tender and of great im
port, viz., the bona Jides of a Methodist preach
er in the profession of enactment to their doc
trine and discipline which from year to year he 
solemnly renewed. He believed that in this 
country of In e years there had been a public 
danger, that the highest snd most sscred of ell 
the professions should become pre-eminently tie 
instrument of shaking the general confidence in 
the integrity of public pledges. In the midst of 
that et*’» of things, he thought that Methodist 
preachers should be conspicuously honourable, 
He might, os a Methodist preacher very honour
ably change his views on the aubj»ct of the class 
meeting, but if that change pasted to the point 
that be felt it hie duty to «ay to the wide world 
in form of a book that he npr longer legaided the 
class-meeting ts a fit test Of membership* in the 
Methodist Cnurch, he thought he ought to go 
outside first. When Baptist Noel changed bis 
mind about the relation of Church to (State, and 
felt it his duly to write upon it, he gave his bish
op notice that he was doing so. end on such a 
day his cooection with the Church would cease. 
Now that was the pert of an honorsble man. The 
honor of an understanding was higher than the 
technicalities of the law, and on that point he 
held a very strong conviction. In misrepreeen- 
etione of claes-meeling. sod of their views of it, 
Mr. Hughes’s book committed grave offences 
against them. Suppose they took the deeerip- 
tion of » elass-meetnig M 0“ P*K* 16’

son of convenience end personal predilec'ion to 
to support (him ; they are not absolute and es- 
seot’al in the ecotomy of truth, hence ought 
not to be mads a system of uaiform test. But 
even what is not a convention in itself, the so
cial element which is in it becomes conventional 
when made a condition of membership in the 
Church, because too narrow and misapplied." 
Ware those the elements of a class meeting ? 
Thoie were the mere accidents, most of them 
separable accidents ot a class meeting. What 
were the essential elements of the class meeting ? 
Prayer one for at other, singing together in mu
tual fellowship, counsel given by one appoiotrd 
to give counsel to individu»! by individual, after 
inquiry made about the state of his soul snd 
God’s dealings with him. Those were the essen
tial elements of a clisi-meeting, and when put 
together they made up as nearly as they could 
an attempt to carry out the scriptural idea of 
mutuel edification, not by accident, bat as pari 
of church otd?r. They might look at another 
master. It was assumed throughout the whole 
of tbit book that the sole condition of member- 
thip in Methodiim was the class-mFeting. Tnere 
were man) sentences io it that went to give a 
stranger that impression. Mr. Hughes Slid tha' 
a man might break every lav acd every ordi 
nance, )et if he mat in clats they must make him 
a member of Society I Now it was well known 
that: a man might be as rtgular as possible in 
meeting in tiers, but if he were guilty ol adul 
tery- out he west at one. The to lewirg repre 
tentation of the c an-meeting would be consid
ered unfair by the most bigoted Methodist in the 
world. Again oo page 26 : “ The body wtich 
denies member-hip to a Christian man, denies it 
virtually, universally ; for if it had higher pos
er it would deny all spiritual blessing», even 
heavçu itself, to thus» it bars from its commu
nion.” That was a misrepresentation, and a very 
serious offmee against the humblest brother who* 
followed the plough. There was another mis
representation on page 73, which he lock to be 
a serious cne. " A man nvght bé from home 
on a sea voyage, where such a means is rot ac
cessible or thought of, or he might be r fflicted 
for years unable lo move from his bed ; he could 
not be e member of s class under such condi
tions y bis name might be retained by some kind 
Consideration, there is no provision for it. Bu
tors be can be e member he must attend ; if he 
attend not, it is a pure matter of sufferance that 
b s name may be retained, dependent on the will 
of others.” How were they to account for such 
misreprerentstions P They could not except on 
the ground of s most extrrordirary capacity for 
misapprehension. If they locked into the book 
they would find the words “ a condition,” and

tenance
rs used in the mioutss of the of Methodism—that no man could assail ths 

orld snd church ; and Manchester District, was at all inconsistent with i doctrines that fundaments ly bound them to- 
the hidings of the report that Usd just been’gather without a breach of personal faith and 

i presented. personal honour. Moreover, they had declared
» si means of grace and mutual td fisatloo, ardj It was now one o’clock, aud the Conference that a man could not do it with impunity, by 
exercise of spiritual gifts by a spiritual laity. The I adjourned until (cur p. m. inflicting discipline upon Mr. Hughes by taking
Methodist test amouitted to this: Esery msu , Wednesday evening awsy from him his superintendsney, and by tell-
shall be in actual fellowship with his brethren •, Tne debate on the case ol Mr. Hughes was tog him that so long as he held those views he
ht. soul shall be watched oser in mutual care by resumed. could not be entrust.d with administrative
other*, and cne shell be in charge and re«| on si- | Dr. Osborn expressed his regie: that he was power. Further than this, a special report of hie

conduct was to bs mad* the next year. And 
wbat had Mr. Hughs* to say to all that P He 
•aid this : He was prepared to meet cla'ees, he 
was s leader himself, his wife was a leader, and

nt that had

bis for giving him counsel week by week, snd , objged to differ from many of hi. respected 
reporting his fitness for continuing in tb «t fel- j friends on this question, but he could not under- 
lowehip. Now ’hit afforded a test which .utho-1 stand the discrepancy between the findings of 
rn-d the chutcb to say, This man is in fellow- the Committee and their conclusion. To bor- 
ship. They never mede their test eo narrow row a figure used before, the man who was boring 
that they refussd ths Sucranrent to all who were ! hole, in the ship’s bottom was brought before 
r.o. under their own church test, but what did , court,as dosired, but only degraded from h:s 
they do ? They harmonised first their own view j rank, and sent hick as an able-bodied seaman 
of wbat was due to the teaching of Sacred Sirip- ! lnt0 another ship. In his (Dr. Osborn’,) opinion 
ture by having the institution of fellowship, ami'Mr. Hughes had violated the" contract on the 
only 0. unting a» members of their own church- ! basis of which he was admitted, aud hie connee- 
e» tho,e who conformed th-reto ; and on the j tion with them should cs.se, but as that su not 
other htnl their sense of what Wes due to the ’ generally acceptable he thought that the least 
U liversal Ctiurci by admitting under proper re- ; ttat could be dene to mark their sense of the 
strie ion» to the Loid’s 8up;er tbo.e win, wi h- j gravity of the case was that Mr. Hughes’ name 
out coolorming to their own church standard should be dropped from the printed lists, and

“ the condition ” were cors'antly used intsF-1" 
chsngeably. " The condition” was assumed to 
be " a condition.” For instance (psge 68),
“ The class-meeting is not, as a formal in
stitution, comprehensive of all the duties, privil. 
egee, laws, and spiiitual power of Christianity ; 
and nothing legi ima'ely ctn be a condition of 
the Christian Church that is not comprehensive 
of these.” Why, telling the truth ought to be a 
condition of the Christian Church ; not blasphe
ming the name ol God ought to bs a condi
tion of the Christian Church ; not breaking the 
Seventh Commandment ought to be a cerdition 
of the Christian Church ; yet not any one ol these 
things comprehended sll that. But what was 
more, it was positively stated the Lord’s Sup
per could not be a condition. He believed that 
throughout the bock there was not a glimmer ol 
any sense on the part of the writer of the differ
ence between a condition and a test* It was as
sumed throughout lhat a teat was a condition 
and a condition was a test, and that they were 
interchangeable terms. But a condition might 
not be a test. The test was one thing the con
dition was another. The condi'ion lay within 
the thing itself; the test was something from 
without applied to the thing to find whether the 
condition was there. Tre seal of attestation 
went further, and wts the certificate that the test 
having been applied, the conditions were found 
present. All tleae were represented in the 
words—

The title's but the guinea stamp 
The man's the gowd fur a' that.

Here the condition was gold of a certain quel-, 
ity, the test an acid to try it, the seal a au 
which says, This is tried go d fit for the king's 
use. Now he (VIr. Af. ui) held that the S «cra
ment of th? Lird'« Supper was net a test but a 
seal; and the question rai-td by that book as 
between the claai-m-.w’icg and the Lord’s Sup
per was this : Were they torhave the sicramen- 
al seal by Church order publicly and elatedly 
ipplird to men who were not tes ed with any 
church test as to whether they really did or did 
not keep up living fellowship with the body op 
Christ ? That was the question there raised. 
They had (1) the Sacrament of admiesion into 
he ebuseb. (2) The Sacrament of habitual fel

lowship with the church. The Sacrament of ad
mission, that of baptism, was feiih in our Lord 
Jeeua Christ. What wee the|test of that ? A 
profession of that faith. And in the old times 
that wae a test ol great moral power. It should 
be remembered that do man was admitted oo 
the auppoaiticn lhat he" had faith. He could not 
admit himself by virtue of a concealed faith 
.. With the heart be b.-lievtd unto righteous
ness.” O! that the Lord alone could judge, but 
»< ,ith the mouth confession wae made uo’o aal 
ration and until hs confessed Christ before 
men be could not receive admission. Then there 
was the other Sacrament, that ot continuance in 
the church, the public seal of their recognized 
fellowship with the body of Chriet. As to this 
Sacrament, all churches in profession set up 
some tut or other. They all said there ought 
to be something to teat a man. He did not want 
to find fault with their teats, he left them to their 
own Master to stand or fall ; bat «aid he, “ Are 
their testa better than oureP Are they more 
scriptural than ours P The question ia, Snail we 
come down to them, or shall they come up ta ua P 
I a*y deliberately their teals are defective, 
man cornea in and be may go on without ever 
bolding any fellowship with any Christian in the 
world except in public worship, and at the table

wished to be eo admitted, but withiut counting 
i g them ai Mrtboiists and aembare of their 
own churches.

He did not want either to mrrow or to en- 
ia'ge that their ua»ge, end he contended that il 
they gave up their pres-nt poeit on with regard 
t» the ctose-meetii g they would give up what 
w»«, on the whole, the best attempt to apply 
the sctipturiil c editions of mutual fellowship ot 
any Church he know. Fur:her, they would give 
up the best mode of rearing a «p rituel laity j 
aid where were they to get thdir spiti'ual clergy 
from if they hsd no spiritual laiiy, if th-y d:d 
n >t train lads to pray in the tlsiia-meeting, to 
tilk about the life of God in the soul of man 
and s j bring them up step by step a» exhorte ns 
aud local preachers, and so into tih* ministry P 
If they let go their class-meeting, they would let 
go the first nursery for preichers of the Gospel 
that God had given to the Relurmed Churches- 
He believed that there had been ol la'e years in 
many of their circles a deal of Ijo e talk on 
that quea’.ion of a Church test, a deal of loose 
talk that net dad to be confronte! there, at d he 
wav prepared to contend anywhere tha". condi
tion and teat was the means of Hiding out whe
ther the conditions of membership were there, 
and the L trd’a Supper wa» most honoured 
when the test wts mrs worthily and practically 
applied. He looked, therefore, upqn the teach
ing ot Mr. Hughes' book as a fundamental de- 
tiiment to their system. The immediate ques
tion was as to the proper mode of dealirg with 
the brother. In that respect he belie'ed the re
port of the Committee was right. He thought 
that to proceed at once to expulsion would be a 
mistake, and considering that brother's extra
ordinary facility for misapprehension, would even 
be on injustice. He felt bound to say for Mr. 
Hughes that the spirit in which he net the Com
mittee wae very becoming. He thought that 
an opportunity ought to be given him for reflec
tion : at the same time it was for them to take 
a stand and say, This is not a question to be tri
fled with ; it is a question of life and honor—life 
as a Connexion, and honor as men pledged cne 
to another.

The Ex-President e»id ihnt he felt acme d ffi- 
culty in voting for the confirmation of the Mi
nutes of the Manchester and Bolton District 
Committee loathing thut cise, because it would 
be inconsistent with the additional clause that in 
the event of Mr. Hughes continuing in the seme 
mind he would eventually disqualify himself lor 
further ministered connection with the Confer
ence. He he’d that Mr. Hughes, in common 
with all his brethren, was placed under the most 
solemn obligation of a truit to maintain c!a«»- 
meetings. He was committed to that as to a 
sacred covenant, and what ssid the Scripture f 
"If it be but a man's covenant, if it be cot fi m 
ed, no man disannulled! or addetb thereto." Hi 
held lhat Mr. Hughes, in publishing his hook to 
the world, bed broken hi» covenant, and that 
whilst he held to the views expressed in that 
book they could net, as Methodist preechers, 
appoint to him a circuit.

Mr. B. Gregory called the attention of the 
Conference to the fact that in the additional 
clause of the minutes referred to the word “ even
tually ” bad been introduced, and that the ape 
cial Committee natural y interpreted, a» an 

timation that a certain degree of forbearance 
d long-suffering waa intended to be shown to- 

ards Mr. Hughes. Now, the members of that 
Committee had quite as intense feelings as the 
Ex-Preaident himself as to the bock, but they 
looked at the matter in this light : Mr. Hughes 
belonged lo a clasi of persons t ahpily'very rare 
amongst them. They lo ked at the extreme na
tural peculiarities of the man. Now, there were 
certain diseases to which even healthy bodies 
were liable, which, though very irritating and 
unsightly, were net very dal gerous, except by 
their mode of treatment. He believed that 'he 
case before them was that of such a disease 
was a mere excrescence, which would wither 
away and die out ; but if they took it off by harsh 
and injud ciona means it might become a gar. 
grene and be vety serious.

Mr. Vasey slid he could lo*. agree with the 
last speaker that that book was opt a dangerous 
book. There could be no doubt that it did re 
present a state of feeling that ex's'ed in their 
societies, that hud spread of late years to a con 
siderable extent, and that was lying like a train 
to which a spatk nvght «et fire atd produce an 
explotion. He agreed with the report of the 
Committee. That report con mended iteelf to 
him, in the first phee, by affi ming the résolu 
tiens ot the Manchefter District, which guarded 
their discipline effectually in the end, acd pro 
vided and pronounced that any person holding 
these views would be found eventually unfit t 
hold a place amongst them. He accepted that 
very gratefully. He was also satisfied with the 
report because it condemned the book. Having 
dote these two things, be did think the Confer 
erce had the power, and it was quite strong 
enough as a body, to afford Vmporary indu! 
gence to Mr. Hoghei, to give him an opportuni
ty of dunging hie view». He confessed V " L 
.had not much hope of his doing ao, owing to 
the peculiar constitution of bis mind ; but he 
thought they ought to give him tha' opportunity, 
throwing upon him the responsibility of the uae 
he made of that interval.

that be should cease from preaching for a year, 
a special report to be presented next year at re
commended in the report. U» moved an amend
ment to that effect. Over and over again he 
bad taken the opportunity of declaring that Mr. 
Hughes with his views cauld not be Mandated 
with them in the Christian minis ry.

Dr. Rigg wat very thankful that they Were not 
a1 ked to go at once to the extreme course of ex
pulsion in that case. He hoped they would re* 
member that «xpulsion was a s-nteoce which 
that Conference waa very reluctant to itflict 
even ia the cate of gross scandal and immora
lity ; and, therefore, in this case, which had 
come btfure them aomewhat suddenly, they* 
ought to be very c ireful how they went in lhat 
direction. He wished there wire no greater 
danger in respect of the point before them than 
that which bad arisen from the publication of 
that book. One of the points tbit he should 
plead in extenuation of Mr. Hughea’ cate was 
that year by year many men amongst them and 
around Item had been saying what looked more 
or less iu that directioa ; and now when one 
man had published it, it seemed as if all at once 
they were abcut to deal with the case with a 
ateraness acd severity which he feared might de
feat their obj-cte. He apprehended that he 
might be held pure on that subject If there 
was a man in the Conference who for twenty 
ears past had pointed out the dangers that now 

threatened them, warned them of them, written 
against them, and e; oken against them, be wae 
the man. He was no half-hearted supporter of 
claae-meetinge, and he refused to be a party lo a 
•udden change. Mr. Ves-y had told item of a 
train that had b-en laid which a spark might 
ignite. He (Dr. Rigg) slid that they might, 
without meaning it, strike that «park, into it by 
an injudicious act that day which would make 
book mischievous that otherwise would not be 
mischievous. Il< wondered that anyone could 
supp'se that that bock alone could have done 
any great harm to Methodism. But in proper 
tion aa they magnifi-d the book they made it 
powerful for mischief. He thought there waa 
a special reason why they ibould bercareful ho 
they hurried things. He ifiehed to remind the 
Conferencsthat three years ago Mr. Hughes gave 
notice of motion in that Conference on the «ob
ject of his book) and if such speeches as had 
been made that day had been made three years 
ago, it would haVe been a great advantage. In 
ttat rase, the probability was, that book would 
not have been written. That was another plea 
for consideration in the present case. He would 
put in a third plea. Mr. Hughes was not the 
first Methodist preacher who hsd publish»d his 
views upon tha". matter. Such things were writ
ten and printed twenty years ego, in a pemphlet 
signed " Presbyter.” That pamphlet recom
mended that cla*s-meeting should be optional, 
and that the Lord’s Supper eh. uld be considered 
as the great lest of communion amongst them. 
But although the writer of that pamphlet w»s 
challenged in open Conference as the known 
author of it, no irqriry wise made, no demur was 
put in. He (Dr. Rigg) was quite as anxious to 
put down a mark on that «ulject as anyone 
could be, but at the same time while he would 
let it be well known where they were on lhat 
subject, while he would not allow such a book 
as that of Mr. Hughes’ to pass without its proper 
condemnation, he did think ihey ought to accept 
the report of such a Committee, at d which had 
been tome to so carefully, lie wiihed to add 
that Mr. Hughes had premised that he would 
most respectfully consider ail that m’ght be said 
to him, either by so superior a Committee or the 
Conference in that matter. He would, there
fore, construe hie conduct under the il fluence ol 
charity ; he would deal with him on the princi
ples of equity ; he would weigh the present with 
the past ; and he would not suddenly mike a 
case of that kind so serious ss they did make it 
when they put it upon the level ef a gieat moral 
offence. He trusted that the report of the Com- 
mittee would be accepted.

Mr. E E Jeukios ia d : He was on the Com
mittee that eat last night, and he was serry to 
differ from the amendment which Dr. Osborn 
bad proposed and the Ex I’reeident bad second
ed. He differed from the amendment because 
he thought that the ends of discipline would be 
answered by the support of the resolutions ol 
the Committees. lie had listened to Dr. Os
born’» speech with profound attention, bat ex
cept in the last fire minutes he had heard nothing 
whatever which every member of tbit Commit
tee weuld not thoroughly endorse and support. 
He bad been led to a>k. Wherefore this earn
est fear ? Wherefore carry us away from the 
point tefore us ? Why should the substance of 
that speech bejupon a subj-ct upon which there 
was no question whatsoever ? The subject be 
fore them was the treatment of Mr. Hughes. 
Now he believed Mr. Hughes to be an honest 
man. When he eto d before the committee he 
not only did ao with courtesv, but he gave the 
most respectful attention to all that was said to 
him. He acknowledged that some of the sen
timents and the language of bis book were too 
strong, and «aid that he waa prepared to recon
sider them. In the resolutions of the committee 
the discipline of the Conference wsa fully main
tained. They cotdemed the book and th* mao ; 
they reasserted the principle—which bad been

hie children met in class He told them upon 
the word of his honour (»nd he wae folly be
lieved) that neither in society, nor it the pulpit, 
nor in any way whatever beyond the publishing 
of hie book, hid be agitated the question of the 
clast-meeting. H* had published a book aiœp y 
and be (Mr. Hughes) did not think that be was 
doing wtoag in that. He (Mr. Jenkins) pitied 
the obscurity of vision with which, as it eeetnei 
to him, the euthor wrote hie book. He wae ture 
that the man who could write that book deserved 
their comuii-erslioo, and he thought that Iks 
fact alote ought to induce the Conference to 
pause before supporting an amendment lhat put 
a man in di«grace and silenced him fur a year 
lie did hope that the better judgment as well 
ae the better feelings of the Conlerenee would 
eppear in voting tor the origioal resolution.

Mr. John Wteley Thomas said he could with 
cotfi Jence and satisfaction support the resolution 
moved by Dr. Waddy. lie wished to save the 
Conference from inconsistency and partiality, by 
referrirg id several analogous cases, and the 
manner in which they bad been dealt with.— 
Many years ago Daniel Isaac published a book 
which aientd against some of their moat che
rished traditions. The Conference condemned 
the book, but spared the man. A few years 
after, another minister, not so great,^issued a 
pamplet, in which he denied the foreknowledge 
of God. It was considered that the justice of 
the case was amply satisfied by a trenchant re
view In the Magssicc, from the pen of Richard 
Watson, which annihilated the offending eaeay. 
Dr. Adam Clarke, in hi» able and widely-circu
lated Commentary, had propagated several 
errors. To pass over minor ones, he denied the 
ptescienoe of the Deity, and the Eternal Sonship 
of Chriet, Was Dr. Clarke put into irons ? 
They showed their senna of the gravity ot the 
case by originating a new question to be asked 
ot ell candidates for the ministry. But how did 
they deal with the author of theae doctrinal 
errors V Instead of punishing, they elected hit 
their president. He (Mr. Thomas) did not 
blame this lenity. No harm came of it t and 
he wee not aware that they had ever suffered 
by too much forbearance in such cases. If be 
knew any m»n who bored hoist in the bottom 
of the ship, he himsdf would arreat and bring 
bim before the judgment seat/ But if this was 
not true of Dr. Clerke, much lea» was it true of 
Mr. Hughes ; and if he dealt to gently with the 
fermer, beceuse be was great and popular, bow 
could they be severe towards a weaker offender, 
and for a less ofLnce t There waa one trait in 
the character of the ancient Romans which, next 
to their valour and their legislative genius, be 
grsatly admired. Ooe of their own poets aeid 
that they waned against the mighty and the 
proud, but spared the vanquished and the weak. 
And of God himself it was said, “ He hath put 
dowu the mighty from their aeats, and exalted 
them of low degree.” jMr. Hughes’ error wae 
not like those to which' he had referred, a doc- 
trintl one, but a speculation concerning church 
discipline. Their discipline existed lot the 
ot their doctrines. It wae the ark, but their 
doctrines were the more precious deposit—the 
tabes of the testimony. Mr. Hughes, withe sin
gular obtuaensea of apprehension, and a curious 
infelicity of expression, made the Church end 
Society conterminous and identical, but this did 
not affect hie practice. The report of the com 
utilise took the hippy medium between unfaith
fulness to our discipline end that undue severity 
which haa often defraud its own end, and oooa 
"toned worse evils than those which it sought to 
cure. Tory ell wished to see Mr. Hughes oor- 
recthie error end set himself tight with -hie 
brethren ; but they were more likely to succeed 
to restoring him if they sought to do it in the 
spirit of meekness then if they attempted it by 
harshness end severity. He did not ibink that 
Mr. Hughes wsa like the gnarled end unwedge- 
eble oak, which only the thunderbolt could oleave 
but that he wa» accessible to reason ; and he 
hoped that the report now proposed to bs adopt
ed would be received by him with the bast re
sult. There was no better or surer way to make 
'heir authority respected than by tempering 
justice w tb mercy.

Mr. Prret epeke in favour of the amendment. 
He said they had been called upon to show 
mercy, but mercy had two eidre. He thought 
that the arguments that had been placed before 
them by Dr. Osborne were round end uoene 
werable, aud that in all those matters they were 
l ed up by their solemn profession» to a corses 
pondence between their teaching and their stand 
ards. They bad found great fault with clergy 
men who were eating the breed of the Protest- 
ant Church while they were teaching Popish 
doctrine. He hoped they were not going 
allow a similar inconsistency in their own bo
dy. If it wre allowed, it would not be with
out a protest. Mr. Hughes would not bave 
pecuniary penalty. Toey talked about tb* right 
of private judgment, thank God they had it io 
this country—he bad no objection to a man 
talking about hia right» if he would talk with 
equal eloquence about bis duties, end right im 
plied duties He did think they were bound 
by reason of tbeir solemn obligations to their 
own people not lo send Mr. Hughes, or anybody 
else, to spread these notions in any ^iiwuit. It 
might bs said, he would not teach them ; but 
that waa not enough. Methodist preachers were 
bound to " hold and enforce tbeir discipline,” 
as well as to “ believe end teach ” tbeir doc
trines. Hs knew that there was great kindness 
in that Conference, but be most seriously de
murred to that kindness being abused. They 
could afford to do right, and if men «aid they 
were severe, they eouldn t help it If there wee 
the need of severe measures, whose fault waa 
U P Waa it the fault of the judge, or th* lew ? 
Ia his estimation justice and right required that

they should vote for the amende 
been proposed that tight.

The President : In my judgment the mover 
of the orginetomolion ought now to reply. 1 
■hell then ask Mr. Hughes if he wishes to be 
beard before the matter goes to the vote.

Dr. Waddy said he perfectly concurred in the 
last sentiment ol Mr. Preet'a speech, that they 
could afford to do right. He held it to be the 
the most marked evidence of cowardice whin 
they wer* driven to do eo unjust thing frem an 
unjust feat of him against whom ths unjust thing 
waa done. It waa a hold and nobis feeling thet 
knew were to «top, an! that could afford to he 
rather a little within than a little bejond the 
punishment which it bed the power to inflict.— 
He thought it wee a great pity that the Man
chester and Bolton District did not define wbat 
they meant by the word “ eventually." Ol that, 
however he bad nothing more to say. Bator* 
venturing upon eny remark at to tb* apeechsi 
that has been mad#, he wished to etete that if 
it was suapretsd thet he thought let* of tb# im
portance of class meetings, that he was more dis
posed than any other to qualify them, to make 
them subordinate sad op tonal in Used of bsirg 
necessarily and uniformly obligatory, be would 
refer them to his practice, snd the practice of 
his family, and to his public and priss e teach
ing. He did not think that there was aoy Me
thodist prête her thet preached more frequently 
on the neossaity of Christian communion, and 
especially that form of Christian communion 
called the class meeting, than he did. Aa in
justice would be done to bim if in the course 
of eny remarks he might make it should bs sup
posed that he was at ell inclined to trifle with 
the solemnity of tbit question, or that be was 
diepowd lo palliate whet he thought to be » ve
ry serious sod grtvo eff.-uos oo the pert of Mr. 
Hughes—ao exceedingly unwarrantable tad in
judicious attach upon that most valuable insti
tution of theirs. Nevertheless he could not tab* 
the notion of* pledge in the strong, severe, end 
inflexible sense In which that aotioa bed been 
set before them. Hsd they not a committee 
regularly appoint»d to take into consideration 
suggestions, memorials, nod proposals I rum dis
trict meetings, end quarterly meetings, and in
dividuals ? Did they not understand that to a 
certain extent and within certain limiu they 
were prepared to talk shoot there metiers and 
make arrangements in reference to them.?— 
Were they to understand that Methodism, just 
as it is, not merely io it* greet eewotial prin
ciples end practices, but in nil its details end 
modes of expression, was to be a thing stereo
typed, unaltered, and unalterable from this lime 
forth and forevermore 1 He eould not lubieribe 
to that view. He thought they exaggerated 
Mr. Hughes' offence in three ways: (1) Ae to 
hie intention, (2) aa to the execution, (3) as to 
the ««ret. As to the men'» intention. He 
did not believe that Mr. Hughes intended to 
hum Methodism. He wee prepared to say 
that Mr. Hughes did not fully understand the 
English language j he did Dot think he felt the 
force of the expressions he used, or sew what 
train of thought they would be likely to prodeee 
in the minds of those that reed them. He be
lieved thet Mr. Hughes bed mistaken bis voca
tion. Hs (Mr. Hug hot) thought he wsa called 
to be a Methodist reformer, and he was goiag 
to do wondrous things, and he wre simply mis
taken. He did not think that be intended to 
do any harm at alL As to the execution of the 
book, it had already been described. And re 
to the effect of it, it would have very little im
portance beyond that with which they them
selves might oboose to invest it. Entertaining 
there views, he thought they must be ol opinion 
thet Mr. Hughes did not know that he was do
ing all ths harm which he had boon represent
ed a* doing. It had been said that “ be was 
boring holes in tbs bottom of tbs ship,” he 
(Mr. Hugh») thought he was opening the ports ! 
He bed no ides that he wee sinking the vessel ; 
he thought be was giving a little more ventila
tion and daylight lo the poswngere I Now it 
was rather too bad to take a mistaken passenger 
and put bim in irons re though he were » sci
entific, well-informed, end perfectly inlelligeet 
plotter sgeinet the lives of the passenger» sod 
and crew. The question fare been put. Wsa 
ths ship safe f Tne ship ore safe. Reference 
bad bteo made to outsiders. There were of 
two c Usees. Tnere were outsiders who claim
ed their sympathy and respect, and for whom 
they entertained solicitude, anxiety aud care. 
and there were outsiders with whom it wre not 
worth tbeir while to trouble tbemeelve. As to 
the former class a man might be miataheo in 
bis view as to the beet mole of getting them in
to nearer communication with themselves, and 
yet a mistaken view might be held with perfect 
loyalty to Methodism, and with perfect safety 
of the ship ia which they were embarked.— 
Beering this in mind, let them lock »t the 
amendment thet bed been proposed. The men 
to he kept io silence for twelve months I— 
W ould they be likely to help him by that means '/ 
Of ali clames of miode he should think that Mr. 
Hughes wsa the most unfortunate to be left in 
last position. If be (Mr. Hughes) had so opin
ion that be had not been kindly and courteously 
dealt with by that Conference, he would take 
•way from him any occasion which would justi
fy this felling, and punish him as little as their 
dignity and position would require them to do, 
end then ere whet Ood in hit providence would 
do for them the first year.

Mr. Hughes ssid that be was glad that Dr. 
Jobson was in the chair, for be knew hie pa
tience and largeness of heart. He would elate 
candidlft and he hoped christianly, bis feelings 
and views. He hoped be should not say a word 
which would not fairly repress o l the high aid lof
ty conception be had of that th# grandest assem
bly of itSykind in the world. It wae admitted that 
there wae no accusation against him as to eny 
moral offence. Nor was it said that he had no 
gilts. He did not know exactly whether or not 
some people believed him to have aoy grace. 
He supposed, further, that nobody eould say 
that be bad not done the work. There wee no 
charge against him in that direction. Nor 
could any one ray thet be had divided '.heir so
cieties ; he never osde a party io his life j and be 
had no inclination to make any party thence
forth except it were the party of truth. Well, 
then, what was the ease f His offsocs wsa sim
ply that he had written a book. That book waa 
not unchristian in itself, and as his nsme was at
tached to It, there was nothing clandestine in ita

■


