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prosecuting attorney at the rame time
Underany clrcumstances this wonld be an
Ipiquity, but whep the object is to blacken
the whole Liith people end their parlia
mentary repreeentatives, it lsan enormity,
all the greater becauss the Guvertment
are sustalnivg bim throush all his pro-
ceedings. Tt is no wonder that the judges
bave decided, contrary to all formerly.
covcidved moticns of what a jadcisl
enquiry e, to edmit all the beareay evi.
deuce that be thinks proper to bring for-
ward, When the bill for the sppointment
of the Commiceion was before the House,
it wae justly polnted out that it wonld be
a fishivg Commieedon in the interests of
the Timee, and so 1t has proved to be, In
our estimation, Mr. Buxton's motion
ought to have been made the cceacion to
extort from the Governrment a promise
that the Attorney-Gereral should be with.
drawn from the prosecution, at least in
the pretent caee,

DIVORCE,

At a meetlng of the Young Men’s
Liberal Coneervative Ciub held in
Shaftesbury Hall, Toronto, on the 4th
inet,, tke question of establishivg a
divorce court was discuesed. There was
an apimated discuseion, but by a small
majority the question of the propriety of
such a court was negatived. Uadoubt
€dly there were many among the msjor-
ity who would bave voted affilrmatively if
the quertion had been eimply the propriety
of divorce, for there are many who hold
that divorce Is quite proper, but that it is
better to retain the present difficult
mackinery for attaining it, lest it should
become too common, In any hypothesls
We may readily see that firm adherence
to tke divine law on the eubject exlsts
only in the Cathollc Church, Ounce men
are left to the dictates of their individusl
consclences in regard to the precepts of
religion, the greatect diversity of senti-
ment is to be expected.

We may here remark that the passage
in St. Matthew's Gospel, xix, 9, is most
commonly interpreted by Protestants as
allowing divorce proper in the case of
adultery, that is to say, with permission
to the separated parties to marry again.
A few days ago we noticed this inter
pretation given to the paesage in the
columns of one of our most prominent
and respected contemporaries, as if this
were undoubtedly the meaning of the
text, and this in an srticle epecially
directed against liberty of divorcein any
other case, The Presbyterian (West-
minster) Confession of Faith asserts the
aame, Aftler describing the case it says :
“It is lawful for the innocent party to
sue out a divorce, and, after the divorce,
10 marry another, as if the offending
perty were dead,” Ch, xxiv, The fol.
lowing section asserts the same in
another form, and declares that no other
cause “is cause suflicient of dissolving
the bond of marriage.” Luther admitted
many causes for divorce, as frequent
quarrelings, long absence of husband or
wife, and even if ove of the parties
married were poor, and the other rich, if
the relatives or friends of the rich party
aonoyed the poor one, the latter he
judges free to marry ancther.—Books on 1
Cor, v, and Matrimonial Cases.

We hold that theee interpretations are
erroneous ; that a valid marriage in which
the husband ard wife are made “two in
one flesh” is in all cases indissoluble,
This has been the constant teaching of
the Catholic Church, and not all the
power of kings and potentates has been
able to move her from this position,

The text in question is as follows :

“And I say to you that whosoever shall
put away his wife, except it be for forni.
cation, and shall marry another, com.
mitteth adultery: and he that shall
marry her that is put away committeth
adultery.””— Rheims version.

The Protestant versions, King James’
and the revised, both agree with the
above,except in some forms of expression
which do not at all change the sense,
The text means, certainly, that she may
be put away who has been guilty of the
crime here condemned; but does it mean
that she may contract another marriage ?
Surely not. Firet, Christ makes here the
distinction between the permission to put
away one’s wife, and to many her that is
put away : end it s only the permission
to eeperate which is glven in the case of
the wife’s guilt, He adde: *“He that shell
marry her that is put away ccmmitteth
adultery.” Thls applies to every case
where & wife has been put away, even to
the case of which he here speaks as belng
a lawful cause for separation, 1f this
were not the sense of his Words, a woman
would be able to bring about a cause for
divorce at will by committing infidelities,
and an lcducement to vice would be
placed before her if she were desircus of a
eaparation, Secondly : In St, Mark x, 10,
and St, Luke xvi, 18, the true sense of
the words related is glven, and as the
words in these passages condemn marriage
with a divorced wife, the worde glven in
8t. Matthew’s gospel muet be interpreted
08 wo h:ve stated,

Thirdly : His cisciples thovght Chrlst's
words 8o sever= that if suck were to ba
the law for Coaxlstizus ‘it I not expedl.
ent to marry.” Si Matt, xix,10  The
law was therefore more severe than the
law of Moses, Now the law of

.

Moses did vot allow divorce for every
cause, as the Jews at that time {nter.
preted it The prophet Malachi declared
God’s wru'h egainst the people, even in
his day, becau:e “Juda hath transgressed,”
(1, 11.) and e of the tranegresclone
ou accouut of which sentence of condem.
nation fs promounced agsinet Juds fs:
“The wife of thy youth thou hest des.
pited.” It was, therefore, only in & very
exceptional ceee that it was lawful to
make out a bill of divorce under the law
of Moses, and it was for crime, The law
fs thus tranelated in cur version of the
Holy Seriptures :

“If a man teke a wife, and bave her,
and ehe find not favor in his eyes for some
uncleannees : he shail write a bill of
divorce, and ehall give it in her hand, and
tend her out of bis house. And when
she 13 departed, and marrieth another
busband, and he also bateth her, and
hath given her a bill of divore, or iz dead;
the former hushand cannot take her
agaln to wife, becaure she is defiled and s
become abominable before the Lord.”
(Deut, xxiv. 1)

The uncleanress (ervath) bere spoken of
Is interpreted by Tertulllan and other
learned commentators to mean adultery,
Assumiog this to be the case, it s clear
that the more stringent Christian law
must be tak sn as prohiblng marriage after
the separation for this cause. However, as
other learned aunthorities extend the law
30 a8 to allow divoice for other causes, we
do mot ineist upon the demoustrative
force of this argument, eo far asit de.
perds upon the comparative stringency of
the Mosalc aud Christlan laws, But we
do maintain that in St. Matt. xix, 8,
Chriet absolutely revokes all right of
divorce, ard restores the mariage tie to
its orlginal institutiop 2nd indissolubility;
for He says : “Moses, by reason of the
hardness of your heart, permitted vou to
put away your wives, but from the be-
ginning it was not so.”  His reason for
this is stated in the fourth, fifth and sixth
verses :

‘‘He who made man from the beginning
made them mele and femele, Ard he
#aid : For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave to his
wife, and they two shall be in cne flesh,
5 . What therefore Gud Lath juined
together let no man put asunder.”

Thus Christ founds Hislew upon the
original deeign in the creation of mar,
It muet, therefore, aprly to every case:
and he himcelf declares its universal
application : “He that shall marry her
that is put away, committeth adultery.”

Fourthly : The interpretation we have
glven to the text is the dccirlne taught
by St. Paul, who does not permit divorce
even on account of criminality :

“For the woman that hath an hueband,
whalst her hueband liveth is bound to the
law: but if her hueband be dead, she is

loosed from the law of her husband.”
Rom. vii, 2

The ssme doctrine Is repeaied in even
more expliclt terms in the succeeding
verse, (3,) and in 1 Cor. vil, 10, 11, The
last mentioned passage ls:

“Bat to them that are marrled, not I,
but the Lord commaundeth that the wife
depart not from bher husband: Aud if
ghe depart, that ehe remain unmarried, or
be reconciled to her husband,”

Fifthly. The concluding reason which
we eball here give will ot be so readily
accepted by Protestants: still it is none
the less conclusive. The early fathers of
the Church attest what the bellef of the
early Chrietian Church was on this end
other points, and the belief of the esrly
Churck was the teaching delivered by
Christ and His Apostles, Now the teack-
Ing of the early fathers is that marriage
s not to be dissolved for the cause alleged,
and when they speak of the paesage of St,
Matt, xix, 9, they interpret it as we have
done. We chall only give a few passages
showing the teaching of the fathers, mot
to occupy too much space. We ehall
quote Hermas on account of his proxim-
ity to the Apostles, ae he lived certainly
before St. Irermus and is probably the
Hermas mentivned in (Rom. xvi. 14 :)
Justin and Athenagoras both for thelr
aotiquity and thelr pre-eminent echolar-
ship, and St. Augustine as well for his
eminence and authority, as becauce Pres-
byterians claim that he is pecullarly one
of themeelves.

Hermas in Book 1i, 4, tells us that the
angel who instructed him gave him the
law on this very subject :

“And I sald unto him : What therefore
is to be done, If the woman coutinues on
in her sin? He answered : Let her hus
band put her away, and let him continue
by himeelf, But If he shall put away bis
wife and marry another, he also doth
commit adultery.”

Presbyterians and others are wont to
assert that Catholic doctrines are modern
innovations, From this extract it may
be judged whether the charge would not
be more suitably made agalnst their own
teachings.

St. Justin and Athenagoras in their
Apologies to the Emperor Antoninus,
both declare it to he a Chris
tlan doctrine that marriage con-
tracted with a wife who has been put
ansy Is an adultery, Tertulllan teaches
the .¢me, and St, Augustine makes the
following remarkably explict atatement.

¢4 woman cannot ha {the wife) of a
secznd husband, uuless she cears to be
{:he wife) of the former : but she ceneesin
be the wife of the former if her husband
be dead, not on account of adultery, 8o
that for this cause a wife may be lawfully
put ung. but the bond of the former
(husbard) remains.”

He continuesin the same strain, and in.
decd any other rulo of Christian practice
would result in the most grievous disas-
ters to the scclal welfare and the Christian
morale of the community, Sach bas been
the lesson tanght by the experlence of the
past and present.
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DIOCYSE OF PETERBORO.

On Saturday, the 10th of November,
His Lordship the Bishop ot Peterhorough,
accompanied by Chancellor McEvny, vis-
ited the parish called Victoria Road, of
which Rev. Father McClockey is pastor,
It was late in the evesing when the
bishop arrlved. He was met at the
depot, however, by the pastor and a
large number of the parisbioners, who
eccorted His Lordship to the pastoral
residence. The house (which was recently
built by the present zealous pastor, who
was the first resident priest here) is a
substactial brick edifice, commodious and
conveniont to the neat parochia! church
which was erected a few years ago chiefly
by the exertions of Father Conuolly of
Downeyville. On Sunday morning three
masses  Were celebrated, Immediately
after the High Mass, a commitiee of the
congregation advanced to the altar ralilog,
and the followlng sddress was read 10
their behalf by Me. Willlam Conuolly :

ADDREES,
Tothe Rt Rev Thomas Joseph Dow'ing, D. D.,
Bishop of Peterboro:

May 11 PLEASE YOUR LoRDSHIP,—It is
with feellpgs of bearifelt joy and pro-
found respect that we the, membera of the
Church of Our Lady of Help, Victoria
Road, approach Your Lordship to extend
to you a cordial welcome, on this your
first vleit Lo this portion of your dlocese,
In doing so we desire to express our
fillal love and cbedience and to assure
you of our dutiful Jove and
attachment to youreelf, ard wven.
eration for your sacred office,
On an euepiclous occacion like the
present, when we ctand in the presence
of our Biehop, a prince of the holy Catho-
'ic Church, cur hearts are too full to find
expression in the meegre lavguage at our
commsand, but {f we are pcor in words,
My Lord, we are rich in the true feith of
our fathers, rich in filial piety and cbedi
euce, rich in the virtues that adorn the
eons and daughters of St. Patiick, making
them renowned throughout the world for
their fealty to priest aud bisbop. Auxious,
therefore, to glve some expression to
the sentiment of oar hearts, allow us to
extend to you athousand weleones to cur
parish, my Lord, Your appointment to
the poeition Jof bishop caueed univereal
joy and estisfection wherever you were
kuown, Your untirlng zeal in the inter
ect of religion slnce your advent to this
diocese makes your people feel honored
with the posseesion of 80 holy, so good, and
so elcquent a prelate, 1t will be a source
of plessure to your Lordship to know that
we are doing our utmost to promote the
hovor and glory of God, that aur parish
although poor and scattered is in a flour-
ithing condition, We have a commeodi-
ous church with all things requisite to
carry out the ceremonies of our holy
religion; a beautiful priest’s recidence
lately erected by our energetic pastor
and a consecrated burying ground of
which any parieh can be proud, and
fur'her, the parish is nearly free from
debt,

We cannot counclude this address
without referring to our esteemed pastor,
Rev, Father McCloekey, A little over
three years spo when he was sent
smorgst us be had to undertake the
Ieborious task of building & house, and
although, comparatively speaking, a
poor parieh, he has met with won.
derful success in bis labors. And we deem
it our bounden duty whean Your Lordshlp
is making your visitation to our parish to
place ou record our esteem and love for
our psctor and our full approval of his
labors in our midst since he waa sent here
by your worthy predecessor,

Sigued on behalf of the parieh,—Wm,
McCrae, P. O'Nelll, Wm. Connolly, P,
Bascett, Wm, McNarney, M. Healy, T,
McElroy, Jas, Comerford, Win. Reid, M,
‘I'sugney, John Walsh, T, Merry, D.
Duggan and A, McIntyre,

The address was engrossed on parch-
ment, beautifully adorned with Episcopal
emblems, and richbly decorated border,
executed by the ladles of L.retto Convent,
Lindeay., Asen exquisite work of art, it {s
highly creditable to that well-known in.
stitutfon of learning, Hls Lordehip in
reply heartly thanked the parlshoners for
thelr expreesions of loyalty to the Church,
and devotion to the chief pastor of
the diccese, He disclaimed avy per-
gonal merit or tslent on his own
part, attributing any succees o far attained
to the blessing of God, and the cordlal co-
operation of his devoted clergy and
pecple. He was glad to witness the
fauits of the sacrifices and zeal of priest
and people in this comparatively new
parish. Although poor in earthly goods,
be was glad to hear that they were rich
in faith and virtue, and their zeal and
generorlty and piety were manifest in
the sacrifices they bad made for the glory
of God in erecting so beautiful a church,
20 commodious & residence, and so sultable
aresting place for the bodles of their de-
psrted friends awaiting & happy resurrec-
tlon. The Bishop then read the Epistle
and Gospel, and after preaching an in-
structive sermon on the Gospel of the day,
invited the candidates for confirmation to
come forward, Forty-seven presented
themeelves, each of whom wrs examined
separately by His Lordship on the Chris-
tian doctrine. All answered satisfactorily,
proving the care and attention bestowed
on them by the pestor who prepared
them., Immediately after Coufirmation
the candidates, at the request of the
bishop, renewed their baptismal vows, the
boys takipg the total abstinence pledge
until thelr twenty-first year, The parisn-
foners were then fnvited to conmtribute
towards the liqu!dation of the diocesan
debt. The chaucellor recorded the names
of subscribere, the contributions amounting
to $160 00,

1n the sfternocn Rev, Fathers O'Brien
of Fenelon F:lls, and McMahon of
Brechin, drove over to this parih
1o pay thelr respecta to the benop.
This visit t¢ Visteore load completes the
list of parochial visitations, Hia Lordship
baving now visited every parich and
missfon In his extensive diocese, at

least once since hin arrival, several of the
larger parishes baving been visited a
second tme

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE POOR,

On the followivg Tuesiay evening a
moet euccessful muosical and soclal enver.
tafument was held in the Murrav Street
Hall, under the anspices of the Catholic
ladles’ sid soclety, of which Mrs, De
O'Sullivan s president. The proceeda
amounted to about 8100, which will be
expended judicionely 1n ths providing of
clothiog for the descrving poor of the
congregation darfi g the present winter,
HIS LORDSHIP LECTURES ON BEHALF OF

CHARITY AND EDUCATION,

On Sunday evening, the 18th ultimo,
the Bishop lectured in the cathedral in
aid of the funds of the society of St,
Vincent de Paul. The Peterbore’ Kx
aminer of the next day relers to the
lecture end musical veepers as follows :

Lust night St. Peter’s Cathedral was
filled wth a large audieuce, which em.
braced a large number of Protestants,
attracted by the aunouncement that His
Lordship Bishop Dowling would, on
bebalf of the funds of the St. Vineent
de Paul Socicty, deliver sn address on
tho subject ot *The Church and
the Bible.” Within the esspctusry rail
were reated Rev, Father Kellty, Eonls-
more; Rav Father Lynch, town, avd the
resident clergy. The usual vesper service
was sung by Rev, Father Dube, At the
conclusion of the service, which was some-
what abbreviated, the address followed.

His Lordship epoke from a platform
directly in front of the altar. He was
attired in what {s known as the court
drees of a Roman prelate, viz, casscck,
rochet and purple mantelletts, cver which
he wore the pectoral cross and chain,

Bishop Dowling is a most pleadog
spesker. His vocabulary is apparently
inexhaustible, and he s never st a loes
for a word, He uses slmple, plain
langusge, which s, kowever, 80 employed
a3 to glve the most forcible effect. His
arguments are admirably arravged, and
with a logical sequence which permits the
moet unlettered, to follow him with an
{utelligent appreciation of the points
sought to be impressed,  His voice has
great carrying power, his lowest tones
belng audible in the remotest parts
of the charch, His style 1s calm,
dispassionate and argumentetive al.
though at times he warms with bis sub
ject and ardently delivers a fow pastion
ately elcquent periods, His Lordship’s
addrees lsst night was illustrated with
numerous anecdotes. He is a capital
raconteur, end was personally concerned
n the most of the anecdotes related.
Whether regarded from the standpoint of
cither the crator or the loglelan, the
address was an able one, and even those
who could not assent to his conelusions,
would sgree that disproof would bs no
easy task,

At the conclusion of the lecture, Mies
Annie Dupn sang, with excellent teste and
execution, "\ atson's beautiful Ave Maria,
with & viclin obligato, perform«d by Prof.
Doucet, choir direcior, under whose leader-
ship the choir {s steadily improving. The
latter rendered durlng the service,in capital
style, Lambilotwe’'s grand Magnificat
Miss Kitty Hurley, in the absence ot the
organist, Miss Ealand, through illness,
presided at the organ, and, for #0 young
8 performer, ecquitted herself with great
credit, With the Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrsment the eervices con
cluded, Theawmountsadded to the funds
of the rociety was the handsome sum of
over $200.

Oun the following Tuesday evening His
Lordship lectured in Cobourg, in eid of
the convent and Separate School buildlug
favd, The lecture was delivered in the
parish church, Iu the sanctuary were aev.
eral priests, including the psstor, Rev, Fe,
Murray, and Rev. Fathers Larkin, Keiity,
O'Conpell, aud McEvay, The church,
althongh fully a mile out of town, was
dencely crowded with an attentive and
appreciative audience, many of whom
were Protestants. About $120 was real-
ized In aid of the bullding fund.

Oa the following Thureday evening, at
the request of Vicar General Brown, His
Lordship repeated his lecture in St. Mary's
Church, Port Hope. A local paper, the
Times, referring to the lecture, eays .

“Protestants of all etripes as well as
Catholles gathered in great force last
night to hear His Lordship Bishop Dow-
ling, of Peterboro, lecture on the great
subject ‘The Church and the Bibie.” The
popular fallaces of the day which are cir-
culated in regard to the Catholic Church
In their relationehip to the Bible was the
theme of the Bishop's very clever addre:s,
and all who listened came away well
pleased, as the expressions on the way
out would indicate, ‘Clever man, that,’
‘Sound logfc,’ ‘He knows what he is talk-
ing about,’ while a lady sald ‘Ain’t he
nice for & priest.” The audlence was
composed in a great measure of Protes
tants, and the best people in town were
there ”

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION,

On this festival thiee masses were cole.
brated, at which great numbers of the
faithful recelved holy communion. At
the eight o’clock masathe youngladies of
the sodallty cccupled one wing of the
cathedral, aud sang reveral hymns in
honor of tho Blessed Virgin, after which,
forming in processlon, wenring their
badges and medals, they advanced to the
holy table and received holy Communion.

In the afternoon the eodality agsin
assembled at four o'ciock, when His
Lordsbip addres:ed them on the advan-
tages of belng children of Mary aod
peinted out the special virtues they were
expected to practice, at home, in rociety,
aud in the church, Twenty four postu-
lants then presented themselves for admis-
slon, and the bishop received them into
the soclety,

Tne Rev, John Nolan, lataly ordained
at Brigaole College, Genos, ltaly, for the
diocese of Peterboro, mirived hare sbout
a week ago, and celebrated his ficst High
Mass on Sucday last ia the cathedral. He
has been appointed assistant to Rew.
Father McGaire for the missions of Brace-
bridgs aud Parry Sound,

As the faithful of thls diocese have been
very much excited for thy last few days
over the reports current as to the blshop’s
removal to another dlocwe, His Lord
ship at Vespers, on Sanday evening last,
steted that so far he had roceived mo
(fi: al information on the rubject, addivg
that be wasg mots happy 1o Ris pieeent
hume, and had no destre to changs it for
snother unless dirested to do so by the

Holy See,

|
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RECEPTION AND PROFESSION OF NUN§— |

GRAND AND INTERESTING CEREMONY |

The pretty Mitle chavel of 8t, Joseph's |
Couvent was densely erowded on Thurs
day morning, on the occaddon of cve of
the most interesting ceremonies of l‘v.-i
Catholie Chureh—the  reeeption asnd
profession of nune, Mass was cclebrated
by Very Rev. Vicar-Geperal Heenan,
In the savctuary were Rev. Fathers
Plant, 8 J., Guelph ; Lennon, Brantford ;
O'Leary, Freelton ; Melntosh, Dundas ;
Craven, St Patrick’s ; Maddigan, Carre
acd Brady, St Mary’s,

The pleture presented at Holy Cowm-
munion was one worthy of the pencil of
& Rembrand—the beautiful altars, re-
eplendent with thelr numerous wax
lights, the priest with his rich and magni.
ficent vestments, in the front the two
novicer, and the five postulants attired in
rich and costly wedding garments, with
lovg flowing veils, weartng floral wreathe,
all of the purest white, kneceling at the
eanctuary rails, supported by three hkan
tiful lttle girls in white, weartng flral
wreaths, nlso carrylug beautifal bouquets,
acting av bridesmaide, surrounded by the
Sleters in their sombre garbs, with a
wixed congregation, and alarge numberof
Siaters of the choir in the beckground,
After tha celebration of Mass Rev,
Father Plant, 8. J., delivered a most im
pressive sermon, taking for bis text
Genesls, xx11,, 113 :

“After these things, God tempted Abra-
ham, and eaid to him : Abrabam, Abra.
ham, And he answered, Here [ am,
Hs #nid to bim : Take thy only begotten
son l«aze, whom thon lovest, and go Into
the land of vislon : and there thon ehalt
offer him for an holoeaust npon one of
the mountains which I will shew thee,
So  Abrabsm rlsing up in the night,
saddled his ass snd took with him two
young men, ard Isanc bia son: and when
be had cot wood for the holocaust, he
went his way to the place which God hed
commanded him, Aund on the third day,
lifdog up his eyes, he saw the place afar
off.  Avd be snld to his young men . Stay
you here with the asa: 1 aud the boy will
go with speed as far as yonder, end after
we have worsbiped, will retarn to you.
Aud he teok the wood for the holocaust,
aud lafd it upon Isanc his son : and he
bimself carried in his hands fire and a
eword, And ae they two went ou to-
gether, Isasc anid to his father : My father,
And be auswered : What wilt thou, son ?
Behold, saith he, fire and wood : where Is
the wictim for the holocaust?  Awd
Abraham said : God will provide himeelf
a victtm for a holecaust, my son, Bo
they weut on together :  And they came
to the place which God had showed him,
where he buiit an altsr, and laid the wood
in order upon it : and when be bad bound
Isaac hissun, he laid bim ¢n the sltar
upon the plle of wood. And he put
forth his hand and took the sword, to
sacrifice hls sou, And behold an Angel
of the Lord from heaven called to him,
saylog : Abrabam, Abrebham. Auvd he
answered : Here I am, And he eaid to
biwm : Lay not thy hand upon the boy,
nelther do thou anything to him : now 1
know that thou fearest God, and hast not
spared thy ouly begotten son for my eake.
Abrebam lifted up his eyes, acd raw
behind hls buck a ram amonget the briarg
sticking faet by the horns which he touk
aud cffored for a holocanst instead of his
son.”’

The reverend father eaid : Oan we
undergtand the apguish which Abraham
felt on bavirg to sacrifice bis only begot
teu son, whom he loved tenderly. Bt
he was a just man, and understood the
dominjon which God bad over him. He
who had given him this son had the rlght
to take him away; thereforo he willingly
and with prompt obedlence prepared the
wood and fira for the sacrifice. DBut the
angel of the Lord stayed his hand, aud
provided a sabstitute for the eacrifice.
Glod eaw that Abraham was willing to sac.
ritice his only begotten son, as commanded,
He eaid, “I will bless thee and multiply
thy seed as the stars of heaven, and of the
sand that is by the ses shore; thy seed
shall possess the gates of thy enemdies.”
The rev. father contrasted the racrifice
which the young ladies before the aitar
were about to make with that of Abraham,
who, as lssac, came of thelr own accord
to secrifice their pure young lives in the
service of their Creator, He fervently
prayed that God's blessings would fall
upon them and on their parents and rela-
tives who willingly reeigned them to God.
They were called as Abrahnm was catled,and
their answer s, ““Lord, here am I;do with
me a8 thou will.” These young ladies
carry thelr own fire with them —the fire
of divine love, They are the victims to
ba immolated and death alone can free
them from this eacrifice, This sacrifice
appears sad, But by it day by dmy they
prepare themselves for the reward which
Giod has in store for them. This sactifice,
although not the death of the body, ls
death to their parents, to thelr friends,
and the worid, Such is what s required
of them to-day. “If thou wilt be perfect,”
said the Lord, “Sell all thou bast and fol-
low me,” This is what these young Iadles
are dofng to.day., He then dwelt on the
birth of our Saviour and His life of
poverty, not having & epot of ecarth
whereon to lay Iis head, He carried His
cross, not only for a short time, but to
Calvary, where He ended His life on it,
The preacher exhorted the young ladies
to make up their minds to follow Christ,
glving up parents, relatives and friends,
to serve God in their holy eaillng, for.
saking the world and carrying their cross
to the end of thelr lives, which they are
bound to do by their holy vocation. The
angel that stayed the hand of Abraham
will make it easy for them to go through
the ordeal, Hs ex . rted them to devote
their lives, thoughts «nd sctions to God,
exclaiming : “Receive, O Lord, wy heart,
wind, understand ug, and everything I
poseass.  (ive e The grece to atl we in
folfivteg my vocat .o 7

s heconclustor, Very Rev, Viear-Gen.
eral Heenan agaln s:cended to a chair
before the sltar. 'The young ladles to be
recelved approached, each holding a
ifgbted taper in her hand, and on answer-
| ing the urual questions and the Saperlor
expressing Liv willingners to receive
them, they o dirested to mrsume the
habivof SeJaseph Tasy retiend foracon
widerable tims, when they 1o appeared
clothed In the hahits of the slatertond,

the commuuvity, and glven thelr religlous
namee, as follows

Mies Kohoo, of Kincardine, Slster Mary

Clementing ; Miss  Padden, Hamiltom,
Sister Mary Thecla; Miss Kenane, Slster
Mary Benlgna; Mis Foley, Mo riston,

[ Slster Mary Eacherla ; Miss Long, Ham.

ilton, Siater Mary Martina,

The twn novices, Slter A ngela,
formerly Mise Cabill, Brantford, and
Sister Joseph, Miss Davls, Arthur, who

had completed their term of novitiate,
then advanced to the altar, each carrying
a lighted taper, and in & elear and dis.
tinet voice pronounced their final vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience. They
had the cross suspended from thelr necks
by the Viear General, and were then
professcd as Sisters for life, When tha
service was concluded the Sisters marched
slowly along the afsle, cach carrylug a
lighted taper, preceded by one of them
carrylog the cross, the cholr making
their delightful notes resound with grand
effect  throughout the beautiful little
chapel  Some of the Sisters received
were highly eduneated.  Mieses K eane and
Foley were educated in the Catholie
Model Scbool hers, under the gifted and
refined teacher, Sister Edith, who was
Justly proud of her pupils. Miss Foley,
hefore entering, was the recipient of the
Governor-General's medal,

A large numbar of the relatlves and
friends of the newly.enrolled Sistera re
mained to partake of the hospitality of
the Rsv, Mother sod Sisters of the con.
vent,

There 18 acarcely If any similar relig-
ious fnstitution fn Canada that bas mace
proater progress. considerivg its limited
meaus, than St, Josephs’ ststerhood since
they were cotablished by the late Viear-
General Gordon, about thirty.-six years
ago.  Soma bhundreds of young ladies
have evtercd i sacred walls, devoting
their pure snd excmplary ltves to the
noble work of charity, tendiog and
caring for old aud helpless men and
woinen, waiting on them with filial
obedience avd love, euld providing for and
rearlog and educating destitute orphaue,
The number provided for darlng
that perfod now extends iuto thou-
eande, There are now over one hundred
Sistersacstivity cugaged. They have estab-
lished bianchea in Dundas, (where they
have brought the House of Providence to
the famous position it now occupies, as
one of the leading charitsh'e fustitutions
of the Dominfon) Brantford, Guelph,
Acthur, Oakville, Oweu Sound, and Parls,
having charge of the separate schools at
theso plllc '8,
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LORETTG CONVENY, HaMILTON,

VISIT OF LORD AND LADY BTANLEY.
On Monday Lord and L dy Stanley
paid a visit to the above named Inetitn.
tion, From the Spectatcr we lnarn that it
wes the moet ewborate and beautiful
welcome tendered them in that city, It
was a welcome in every way worthy of
the oceasion, Over tha entrance to the
grourds an evergreen arch wes erected,
with the word “Welcome” on it, More
decorations surrounded the maln doorway
of the convent, and carpet was spread
from the driveway into the hall, for the
visttors to walk over. In the reception
ball the arrapgements were elaborate and
A dais had heen erected at one
end of the room, aud on it were placed
two large, red pluch arm chalra for thelr
excellenclos,  Over and around the dais a
sort of canopy had been batlt of many-
eolored bouting flags and pretty de-
vices ; In frout ot it wes the word
“Salve.” At the oppesite end of the
hall, embowered in a wealth of color,
wore the words “Welcome to Loretto,”
The party were cordially received at the
main eatrance by the mother superior,
with the good sisters grouped round her,
The followlvg clergy werg also present :
Rev, L. I. Heeuan, V. G, Chavcellor
Keough, Fathers Maddigan and Mclutoso,
As Lord and Lady Stanley took their
places on the deis the young ladies of the
iustitution, who were gathered opposite
them, rang & welcoming chorus and the
vational snthem, accompanied on the
harp by Miss Neillgan and on the pisno
by Miss Slater, Littie Misses Grace Kav-
anagh and Amy Martin advanced grace-
fally and precented Lord and Lady Stan-
ley each with a beautiful bouquet of
flowers, Then Miss Herald, a pretty
young lady, dellvered in a clear, musical
voice the following address :

May 11 Prease YoUR EXORLLENCY,—
We thank you most cordially for the
amiable courteey which has conferred
upon us the grest honor and the esteemed
privilege of recelving within our convent
halis such noble and distinguished visitora
Memorable shall this day be in the annals
of our cherished Alma Mater, and not less
memorable shall it ever remain in the
bappy hearts which have participated in
its joyous events,

Sincerely do we hope that our most
graclous lord and noble lady will have no
reason to lament their sojourn in our
western clime, but that health snd happi.
ness may be thelr bright attendants in
every passivg hour,

Lord Stavley replied brlefly and in a
highly complimentary straln, Then the
visitora were shown all through the ia.
stitution—as bright snd cle'n and pure,
evorywhere, as the hearts of the good
ladics who manage &, It would be hard
to sny who were the most delighted with
tho visit—Lord and Lady Sianley, the
mother superior and the black.robed,
sweet faced slsters, or the young ladies
who are taught there. Everybody was
pleased, The Governor Geperal, in part
ing, eald that when he and Lady Stauley
agsin visited Hamilton, they would be
delighted to visls the Loretto convent
again, If it were convenient for the ladles
of the lustitution to recetve them,

artistie,
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Thanksgiving,

O Thou, tha Great Father of nations! Thou,

The mighty One of love and mercoy : Tnou,

Who didst contrive the universe, and bulld

The stars, and fashlon the round worlds to
tpin

Through apace obedlent and unerring—

Aud yet. from whose all-seelng, e’'en the
sparrow’s life

'Heapes not unnotliced—now, we heseach
thes,

L.ean thine ear, for lo, tha Nation knesls !

There, a1 thy feal, L e 1118 « swelllng prayver

O grotitude to thea, Anolher year 18 gone,

and kil ber e throvs with the blood of
healin g

Ror hentt i3 ful] of peacs, and In her velns

when they were received as memb:rs of

Poosorrty nnd thrilt.,
—Joseph Whitton in November " Table Talk)




