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prosecuting attorney at the tame time* 
Under any circumstance this would be an 
iniquity, but when the object is to blacken 
the whole Iiieh people end their parlia­
mentary representative!, it l*»n enormity, 
all the greater because the Ouvert ment 
are sustaining him through all his 
ceeciage. it is no wonder that tbe judges 
have decided, contrary to all formerly- 
conceived notions of what a judicial 
enquiry ie, to admit all the hearsay evl- 
deuce that he thiuks proper to bring for­
ward. When the bill fur the appointment 
of the Commission was before the House, 
It was justly pointed out that it would be 
a tithing Cummtfcfcion In the interests of 
the Times, and eo It has proved to be. In 
our estimation, Mr. Buxton's motion 
ought to have been made the occation to 
extort from the Government a promise 
that the Attorney-General should be with­
drawn from the prosecution, at least in 
the prêtent case.

Moses did not allow divorce for 
cause, as the Jews at that time Inter- 
preyed it The prophet Malachi declared 
God's wtu h against tbe people, even in 
hie day, became ‘ Juda hath transgressed.” 
(H, 11.) and 
on account of wh:ch sentence of condem­
nation la pronounced against Juda is: 
“The wife of thy youth thou hast dee- 
pieed. ” It was, therefore, only in a very 
exceptional esse that It was lawful to 
make out a bill of divorce under tbe law 
of Moses, and it was fur crime. Tbe law 
is thus translated in our version of the 
Holy Scriptures :

“If a man teke a wife, and have her, 
and she find not favor in his eyes for some 
nncleanness : he shall write a bill of 
divorce, and shall give it In her hand, and 
tend her out of his house. And when 
she Is departed, and marrieth another 
husband, and he also bateth her, and 
hath given her a bill of divore, or is dead; 
the former husband cannot take her 
again to wife, because she is defiled and is 
become abominable before the Lord.” 
(Dent. xxlv. 1 )

The uncleanness (ervath) here spoken of 
is interpreted by Tertullian and other 
learned commentators to mean adultery. 
Assuming this to be the case, it is clear 
that the more stringent Christian law 
must be tsksn as prohiblng marriage after 
the separation for this cause. However, as 
other learned authorities extend the law 
su as to allow divorce for other causes, we 
do not insist upon the demonstrative 
force of this argument, eo far as it de­
pends upon the comparative stringency of 
the Mosaic and Cnrietlan laws. But we 
do maintain that in St. Matt, xix, 8, 
Christ absolutely revokes all right of 
divore?, and restores the marriage tie to 
its original institution cud indissolubility; 
for He says : “Moses, by reason of the 
hardness of your heart, permitted you to 
put away your wives, but from tbe be­
ginning it was not so.” His reason for 
this is stated in the fourth, fifth and sixth 
verses :

“He who made man from the beginning 
made them male and female. And he 
►aid : For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife, and they two shall he In one flesh.
. . . Wbat therefore G ;d hath joined 
together let no man put asunder.”

Thus Christ founds His 1 aw upon the 
original design in the creation of man. 
It muet, therefore, apply to every case : 
and he himEelf declares its universal 
application : “He that shall marry her 
that is put away, commitleth adultery.”

Fourthly : The interpretation we have 
given to the text is the doctrine taught 
by St. Paul, who does not permit divorce 
even on account of criminality :

“For the woman that hath an husband, 
whilst her husband llveth is bound to tbe 
law : but if her husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband.” 
Rom. vii, 2.

The same doctrine is repealed in even 
more explicit terms in the succeeding 
verse, (3,) and in 1 Cor. vii, 10, 11. The 
last mentioned passage is :

“But to them that are married, not I, 
but theL)rd ccmmaudttk that tbe wife 
depart not from her husband : And if 
she depart, that she remain unmarried, or 
be reconciled to her husband.”

Fifthly. The concluding reason which 
we shall here give will cot be so readily 
accepted by Protestants : still it is none 
the less conclusive. The early fathers of 
the Church attest what the belief of tbe 
early Christian Church was on this end 
other points, and the belief of the early 
Church was the teaching delivered by 
Christ and Hie Apostles. Now the teach­
ing of the early fathers is that marriage 
ie not to be dissolved for the cause alleged, 
and when they speak of the passage of St. 
Matt, xix, 9, they interpret it as we have 
done. We shall only give a few passages 
showing the teaching of the fathers, not 
to occupy too much space. We shall 
quote Heimae on account of hie proxim­
ity to the Apostles, as he lived certainly 
before St. Iren mue and Is probably the 
Hermas mentioned In (Rom. xvi. 14 :) 
Justin and Athenagorae both for their 
antiquity and their pre eminent scholar­
ship, and St. Augustine as well for his 
eminence and authority, as because Pres­
byterians claim that he is peculiarly one 
of themselves.

He continues in tlfe same strain, and in- 
defd any other rule of Christian practice 
Would result lu the moat grievous disas­
ter* to the scclal welfare and the Christian 
morale of the community. Such has been 
tbe lesson taught by the experience of tbe 
past and present.

every least once since his arrival, several of the 
larger parishes bating been visited a 
second time.

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE POOR.
On the followit g Tuesiay evening a 

most successful musical and social etner- 
talument was held in the Murrav S'ieet 
Hall, under the auspices of the Catholic 
ladies’ aid society, of which Mrs. Dr. 
O’Sullivan ie prisldent The proceeds 
amounted to about $100, which will be 
expended judiciously in the providing of 
clo'hiug for the deserving poor of the 
congregation durii g the present wiu’er.
HIS LORDSHIP LECTURES ON BEH4LF OF 

CHARITY AND EDUCATION.
On Sunday evening, the 18th ultimo, 

the Bishop lectured in the cathedral in 
aid of the funds of the society of 8*, 
Vincent de Paul. The Peterboro* Kx 
aminer of the next day refers to the 
lecture and musical vespers as follows :

Last night St. Peter’s Cathedral was 
tilled wth a large audience, which 
braced a large number of Protestants, 
attracted by tbe announcement that His 
Lordship Bishop Dowling would, on 
behalf of the funds of the St. V incent 
de Paul Society, deliver an address on 
tho subject of “The 
tbe Bible.” Within the sanctuary rati 
were seated Itev. Father Kellty, Ennis- 
more; Rav Father Lynch, town, and tbe 
resident clergy. The utual vesper service 
was sung by Rev. Father Dube. At the 
conclusion of tbe service, which was some­
what abbreviated, tbe address followed.

His Lordship spoke from a platform 
directly lu front of the altar. He was 
attired in what is known as the court 
drees of a Roman prelate, viz, caeirck, 
rochet and purple mantelletta, ever which 
he were the pectoral cross and chain.

Bishop Dowling is a most pleadog 
speaker. His vocabulary is apparently 
Inexhaustible, and be la never at a lues 
for a woid. He usee simple, plain 
language, which is, however, so employed 
as to give tbe most forcible effect. His 
arguments are admirably arranged, and 
with a logical sequence which permits the 
most unlettered, to follow him with au 
intelligent appreciation of the points 
sought to be impressed. Hfs voice has 
great carrying power, his lowest tones 
being audible in the remotest parts 
of the church. Ills style Is calm, 
dispassionate and argumentative al­
though at times he warms with his sub 
j et and ardently delivers a few passion 
ately cliquent periods. Hie Lordship’s 
address last night was illustrated with 
numerous anecdotes. He Is a capital 
raconteur, and was personally concerned 
in the most of the anecdotes related. 
Whether regarded from the standpoint of 
either the orator or tbe logician, the 
address was an able one, and even those 
who could not assent to bis conclusions, 
would agree that disproof would bu no 
easy task.

At the conclusion of the lecture, Miss 
Annie Dunn sang, with excellent teste and 
execution, Batson's beautiful Are Maria, 
with a violin obligato, performed by Prof. 
1) .meet, choir director, under whose leader­
ship the choir is steadily Improving. The 
latter rendered during the service,in capital 
style, Lamhilotte’s «rand Magnificat 
Miss Kitty Hurley, in the absence 
organist. Miss Ealand, through illness, 
presided at the organ, and, lor eo )Oucg 
» performer, acquitte J herself wilh great 
credit. With tire Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament the services con 
eluded. The amount added to the funds 
of tbe society was the handsome sum of 
over $200.

On the following Tuesday evening Ills 
Lordship lectured in Cobr.urg, in aid of 
the convent and Separate School building 
fund. The lecture was delivered in the 
parish church. In the sanctuary were sev­
eral priests, including thopnsto.\ Rev. Fr. 
Murray, and Rov. Fathers Larkin, Keilty, 
O'Connell, and McEvay. The church, 
although fully a mile out of town, was 
deu-ely crowded with an attentive and 
appreciative audience, many of whom 
were Protestants. About $120 was real­
ized in aid of the building fund.

Oa tbe following Thursday evening, at 
the request of Vicar General Brown, His 
Lordship repeated his lecture in St. Mary's 
Church, Port Hope. A local paper, the 
Times, referring to the lecture, says .

“Protestants of all stripes as well as 
Catli dice gathered in great force last 
night to hear His Lordship Bishop Dow­
ling, of Peterboro, lecture on the great 
subject 'Toe Church and the Bible.’ Tbe 
popular fallacies of the day which are clr 
culated in regard to the Catholic Chut eh 
In their relationship to the Bible was the 
theme of tbe Bishop's very clever addre-s, 
and all who listened came away well 
pleased, as the expressions on the way 
out would indicate. ‘Clever man, that,’ 
‘Sound logic,’ ‘He knows what he ie talk­
ing about,’ while a lady said ‘Ain’t he 
nice for a priest.’ The audience was 
composed in a great measure of Protes­
tants, and the best people in town were 
there ”
FEAST of THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.

On this fe-tival th ee masses were cale- 
hrated, at which great numbers of the 
faithful received holy communion. At 
the eight o’clock mas* the young ladies of 
the sodality occupied one wing of the 
cathedral, and eaog several hymns in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin, after.whlch, 
forming in procession, wearing their 
badges and medals, they advanced to the 
holy table and received holy Communion.

In toe afternoon the sodality again 
assembled at four o’clock, when His 
Lordship addresfed them on the advan­
tages of being children of Mary and 
pointed oat the special virtues they were 
expected to practice, at home, in society, 
and in the church. Twenty four postu­
lants then presented themselves for admis­
sion, and the bishop received them into 
the society,

Tbe Rev. John Nolan, lately ordained 
at Brigaole College, Genoa, Daly, f ir the 
diocese of Peterboro, a» rived here abiut 
a week ago, and celebr ated hie ftist High 
Mass on Sunday last in the cathedral. He 
has been appointed assistant to Rev. 
Father McGuire for the missions of Brace* 
bridge and Parry Sound.

As the faithful of this diocese have been 
very much excited for the Inst few days 
over the reports currents* to tho bishop’s 
removal to another dl-'c-ve, His Lord 
ship at Vespers, on Sunday evening last, 
stated that so far he had received no 
i Hi ; at information on tho subject, adding 
that be was most happy in /:<s prtseui 
ht me, and had no dehire to change it for 
another unless directed to do eo by the 
Holy See.

Speolal to the Catholic Recoud,
uiuuem; of Hamilton, the community, and given their religious 

names, a* follows.
M'ps Kohoo, of Kincardine, KUter Miry 

CU-iuvuttua ; Miss P,video, ilamtitm, 
S sUr Mary Thee!a ; Miss Konne, Slet.r 
Mary Benign a; Ml's Filey, M >rr1*ton, 
“later M try K icherfa ; Mies Long, liam- 
ilton, Nster Mary Martins.

Tho two novices, Sister Angela, 
formerly Miss Cahill, Brantford, and 
Sister Joseph, Miss Davie, Arthur, who 
hsd completed their term of novitiate, 
then advanced to tho altar, each carrying 
a lighted taper, and in a clear and die. 
tiuct voice pronounced their final vow» of 
poverty, chastity and obodience. They 
had tho cross suspended from their necks 
by the Vicar General, ami were then 
professed ai Sister» for life, 
service was concluded the Sisters marched 
slowly along the aisle, each carrying a 
lighted taper, preceded by 
carrying the crozs, the choir making 
their delightful note» resound with grand 
effect throughout the beautiful little 
chapt 1 Some of the Sister* received 
were highly educated Moses K-'auu and 
Fob y wire educated in thu Catholic 
M del School her»1, under the gifted and 
refined teacher, Sister Edith, who waa 
justly proud of her pupils. Miss Foley, 
h- f>re entering, was the recipient of the 
Governor-General's medal.

RRCPPTION AND VR< FF>8lON OF NUNS— 
URAND AND INTERKrtUNO CEREMONY

The pretty little chauel of St. Joseph's 
Convent w-is densely crowded on Thurs­
day morning, on the occasion of une of 
ihe most interesting ceremonies uf the 
Catholic Church—the reception and 
profession i f nun®. Mass was celebrated 
by Very Rev. Vicar-General JLenau. 
In the sanctuary wire Rev. Fathers 
Plant, S J . Guelph ; Lemon, Brantford ; 
O’Leary, Fr«-elton ; McIntosh, Dundee ; 
Craven, St. Patrick’s ; Madd'gau, Carre 
and Brady, St. Mary’s,

Tbe picture presented at lloly Com­
munion was one woithy of the pencil of 
a Rembrand—the beautiful altars, re­
splendent with their numerous wax 
lights, the priest with his rich and magni­
ficent vestments, in the front the two 
novices, and the five postulants attired in 
ilch ami costly wedding garments, with 
long 11 iwiug veils, wearing floral wreaths, 
all of the purest white, kneeling at the 
sanctuary rails, supported by three beau­
tiful little girls In white, wearing 11 irai 
wreaths, also carrying beautiful bouquets, 
acting a* bridesmaids, surrounded by the 
Sisters in their sombre garbs, with a 
mixed congregation, and a larg^ number of 
Sisters of the choir in the background. 
After the celebration of Mass Rev. 
Father Plant, 8. J., delivered a most Ini 
presaive sermon, taking for kie tixt 
Genesis, xxli., 1-13 :

“After those things, God tempted Abra­
ham, and said to him : Abraham, Ahra- 

And he answered. Here I 
Ilo said to him : Take thy only begotten 
son Daac, whom thou Invest, and go into 
tho land of vision : and there thou sbalt 
offer him for nn holocaust upon one of 
the mountains which I will shew thee. 
So Abraham rising up in the night, 
saddled his ass and took with him two 
young men, ard Isaac his son : and when 
he hail cut wood for tbe holocaust, ho 
went his way to the place which God had 
commanded him. And on the third day, 
lifting up his eyes, he saw the place afar 
t ff. And he said to his young men . Stay 
you here with the ass : 1 and the boy will 
go with speed as far as yonder, and after 
we have worshiped, will return to you. 
And he took tbe wood for the holocaust, 
and laid it upon Isaac his son : and he 
himself carried in his hands tire ami a 
sword. And as they two went on to­
gether, Isaac said to his father : My fa‘her. 
And he answered : What wilt thou, son ? 
Behold, saith he, fire and wood : where is 
the victim for the holocaust I And 
Abraham said : God will provide himself 
a victim for a holocaust, my son. Bo 
they Went on together : And they came 
to the place which God had showed him. 
where he built an altar, and laid the wood 
iu order upon it : and when be bad bound 
Isaac his sun, he Lid him uu the altar 
upon the pile of wood. And ha put 
forth his hand and took the sword, to 
sacrifice his sou. And behold an Angel 
of the Lmd from heaven called to him, 
saying : Ahnbam, Abraham. And he 
answered ; Here 1 am. And he said to 
him : Lay not thy hand upon the boy, 
neither do thou anything tu him : now 1 
k: uw that thou fearest God, and hast not 
spared thy only begotten eon fur my sake. 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, aid saw 
behind his buck a ram amongst the htlirs 
slicking fast by the horns which ho took 
au-1 < ff -red for a holocaust instead of Ida 
son.”

The reverend father said : Can we 
understand tho anguish which Abraham 
ft It on havirg to sacrifice hts only begot- 
tan son, whom he loved tenderly. But 
he was a just man, and understood tho 
dominion which God had over him. lie 
who bad given him this son had the right 
to take him away; therefore he willingly 
and with prompt obedience prepared the 
wood and lire for the sacrifice. But the 
angel of the Lord stayed his baud, Mid 
provided a substitute for the sacrifice. 
God saw that Abraham was willing to sac­
rifice his only begotten son, as commanded. 
He said, “I will bless thee and multiply 
thy seed as the stare of heaven, and uf the 
sand that Is by the sea shore; thy seed 
shall possess the gates of thy enemies." 
The rev. father contrasted the tacrifice 
which the young ladles before the altar 
were about to make with that of Abraham, 
who, as Isaac, came of their own accord 
to sacrifice their pure young lives In the 
service of their Creator. He fervently 
prayed that God’s blessings would fall 
upon them and on their parents and rela­
tives who willingly resigned them to God. 
They were called as Abraham was called,and 
their answer is, “L >rd, here am I; do with 
me as thou will.” These young ladles 
carry their own fire with them—ihe fire 
of divine love. They are the victims to 
be Immolated and death alone can free 
them from this sacrifice. This sacrifice 
appears sad. But by it day by day they 
prepare themselves for the reward which 
God has in store for them. This sacrifice, 
although not the death of the body, is 
death to their parents, to their friend*, 
and the world. Such is what Is required 
of them to-day. “If thou wilt be perfect,” 
said the Lord, “Sell all thou bast and fol­
low me.” This is what these young ladles 
are doing to day. He then dwelt on tho 
birth of our Saviour and llis life of 
poverty, not having a spot of earth 
whereon to lay Ills head. He carried Ills 
cross, not only for a short time, but to 
Calvary, where He ended Hie life on it. 
Tho preacher exhorted tho young ladies 
to make up their minds to follow Christ, 
giving up parents, relatives and friends, 
to serve God in their holy calling, for- 
Baking the world and carrying their cross 
to the end of thtlr lives, which they are 
bound to do by their holy vocation. The 
angel that stayed the hand of Abraham 
will make it easy for them to go through 
the ordeal, lie ex rted them to devote 
their lives, thought.-» . i d actions to God, 
exclaiming : “Receive, O Lord, my heart, 
mind, understand ng, and everything 1 
possees. Give me Tbw grace to aid mu iu 
hrfi'.u g my vocat ”

Au hi?conclusion, Very Rev.Vicar-Gen- 
irai lleenan again seconded to a chair 
before the altar. The young ladles to be 
received approached, each holding a 
lighted tapir in her hand, and on auswer- 
ii.'g the usual questions and ‘he Superior 
expressing L»r willlngnet* to receive 
them, they diront»d to assume the
habit of Si. J itt ph T.i ay ret.fr» d f 
bîderablti time, when truy i-. appeared 
clothed In tho habits of tro eLtertood, 
when they were received as membra of

of tbe tranrgres&lonsu. •
pro*
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On Saturday, the 10th of November, 
Hia Lordship the Bishop of Peterborough, 
accompanied by Chancellor M E"&y, vis­
ited the parish called Victoria Road, of 
which Rev. Father McCloskey is pastor. 
It was late in the evening when the 
bishop arrived. He was met at the 
depot, however, by tbe pastor and a 
large number of the pailsblonets, who 
escorted Ills Lordship to the pastoral 
residence. The house (which was recently 
built by tbe present zealous pastor, who 
was the first resident priest here) is a 
substantial brick edifice, commodious and 
convenient to the neat parochfa' church 
which was elected a few years ago chiefly 
by the exertions of Father Connolly of 
Dowreyville. On Sunday morning three 
masses were celebrated. Immediately 
after tbe High Maes, a committee of the 
congregation advanced to the ahar railing, 
and the following eddress was read in 
their behalf by Mr. William Connolly :

ADDRB68.
TotheKt Eev Thomas Joseph Downing, D D , 

Bishop of Peterboro :
May it Please Your Lordship,—It is 

with feelings of heartfelt joy and pro­
found respect that we tbe, members of tbe 
Ctiurch of Our Lady of Help, Victoria 
Ruad, approach Your Lordship to txtend 
to you a cordial welcome, on this your 
first visit to this portion of your aloceee. 
In doing so we desire to express 
filial love and obedience and to 
you of our dutiful love
attachment to yourself, and
oration for your sacred office. 
On an auspicious occasion like the 
present, when we etand In tbe presence 
of our Bishop, a prince of the holy Catho- 
Me Church, our hearts are too full to find 
expression in tbe mergre language at our 
command, but If we are poor In words. 
My Lord, we are rich in the true faith of 
out fathers, rich in filial piety and obedi 
ence, rich in the virtues that adorn 
eons and daughters of St Patiick,making 
them renowned throughout the world for 
their fealty to priest and bishop. Anxious, 
therefore, to glvs some expression to 
the sentiment of our hearts, allow ue to 
extend to you a thousand welcomes to our 
parish, my Lord. Your appointment to 
the position (of bishop caused universal 
joy and satlefiiction wherever you were 
Known. Your untiring zeal in the later 
est of religion since your advent to this 
diocese makes your people feel honored 
with tbe possee-ion of so holy, so good, and 
so eloquent a prelate. It will be a source 
of pleasure to your Lordship to know that 
we are doing our utmost to promote the 
honor and glory of God, that our parish 
although poor and scattered is in a flour- 
ikhing condition. We have a commodi­
ous church with all things requisite to 
carry out the ceremonies of our holy 
religion; a beautiful priest’s residence 
lately erected by our energetic pastor 
and a consecrated burying ground of 
which any parish can be proud, and 
fur her, the parish is nearly free fr 
debt.

We cannot conclude this address 
without referring to our esteemed pastor, 
Rev. Father McCloskey. A little over 
three years ago when he was sent 
amongst us be had to undertake the 
laborious task of building a house, and 
although, comparatively speaking, a 
poor parish, he 
dtrful success In bis labors. And we deem 
it our bounden duty when Your Lordship 
is making your visitation to our parish to 
place on record our esteem and love for 
onr pastor and our full approval of his 
labors In our midst since he was sent here 
by >our worthy predecessor.

Signed on behalf of the parish,—Wm. 
McCrae, P. O'Neill, Wm. Connolly, P, 
Bas-ett, Wm. McNarney, M. Healy, T. 
McElroy, Jas. Comerfoid, Wm. Reid, M. 
Taugney, John Walsh, T. Merry, D. 
Duggan and A. McIntyre,

The address was engrossed on parch­
ment, beautifully adorned with Episcopal 
emblems, and richly decorated border, 
executed by the ladles of L retto Convent, 
Lindsay. As an exquisite work of art, it Is 
highly creditable to that well-known in- 
stitutlon of learning. His Lordehip in 
reply heartly thanked the parlshoners for 
their expressions ot loyalty to the Church, 
and devotion to the chief pastor of 
the diocese. He disclaimed any per 
sonal merit or talent on hie own 
part, attributing any success so far attained 
to the blessing of God, and the cordial co­
operation of his devoted clergy ard 
people. He was glad to witness the 
faults of tbe sacrifices and zeal of priest 
and people In this comparatively now 
parish. Although poor in earthly goods, 
be was glad to hear that they were rich 
in faith and virtue, and their zeal and 
generosity and piety were manifest in 
the sacrifices they bad made for the glory 
of God in erecting so beautiful a church, 
so commodious a residence, and so suitable 
a resting place fen* tbe bodies of their de­
parted friends awaiting a happy resurrec­
tion. The Bishop then read ihe Epistle 
and Gospel, and after preaching an in­
structive sermon on the Gospel of the day, 
invited tbe candidates for confirmation to 
come forward. Forty-seven presented 
themselves, each of whom was examined 
separately by His Lordship on the Chris­
tian doctrine. All answered satisfactorily, 
proving the care and attention bestowed 
on them by the pestor who prepared 
them. Immediately after Confirmation 
the candidates, at the request of the 
bishop, renewed their baptismal vows, the 
boys taking the total abstinence pledge 
until their twenty-firstyear. The patisu- 
loners were then Invited to contribute 
towards the liquidation of the dlocesau 
debt. The chancellor recorded the names 
of subscribers, the contributions amounting 
to $160 00.

In the afternoon Rev. Fathers O’Brien 
of Ftnelon Fills, and McMahon of 
Brechin, drove over to this parl-h 
to pay their respects to the bvtiop. 
Thin visit U? Vi-.v m Road complétés the 
list of parochial visitations, Hta Lordship 
having now visited every parish and 
mission In his extensive diocese, at

When the

one of them

Church andD1VOROE.

At a meeting of the Young Men’s 
Liberal Conservative Club held In 
Shaftesbury Hall, Toronto, on tbe 4th 
inst., the qurstion of «stablkhing a 
divorce court was discussed. There was 
an animated discussion, but by a mall 
majority the question of the propriety of 
such a court was negatived. Uodoubt 
*dly there were many among the major­
ity who would have voted affilrmatively if 
the question had been simply the propriety 
of divorce, for there are many who hold 
that divorce is quite proper, but that it ie 
better to retain the present difficult 
machinery for attaining It, lest it should 
become too common. In any hypotheels 
we may readily see that firm adherence 
to the divine law on the subject exists 
only in the Catholic Church. Once men 
are left to the dictates of their individual 
consciences in regard to the precepts of 
religion, the greatest diversity of senti­
ment is to be expected.

We may hr-re remark that the passage 
in St. Matthew’s Gospel, xix, 9, is most 
commonly interpreted by Protestants as 
allowing divorce proper in tbe case of 
adultery, that is to say, with permission 
to the separated patties to marry again. 
A few days ago we noticed this inter 
predation given to the passage in the 
columns of one of our most prominent 
and respected contemporaries, as if this 
were undoubtedly the meaning ot the 
text, and this in an article specially 
directed against liberty of divorce in any 
other case. The Presbyterian (West­
minster) Confession of Faith asserts the 
-aame. After describing the caae it Bays : 
“It is lawful for the innocent party to 
sue out a divorce, and, after the divorce, 
to marry another, as if the offending 
party were dead.” Ch. xxiv. The fol­
lowing section asserts the same in 
another form, and declares that no other 
cause “is cause sufficient of dissolving 
the bond of marriage.” Luther admitted 
many causes for divorce, as frequent 
quarrelings, long absence of husband or 
wife, and even if one of the parties 
married were poor, and the other rich, if 
the relatives or fiiecds of the rich party 
annoyed the poor one, the latter he 
judges free to marry another.—Books on 1 
Gor. vit., and Matrimonial Cases.

We hold that these interpretations are 
erroneous ; that a valid marriage in which 
the husband and wife are made “two in 
one flesh” is in all cases indissoluble. 
This has been the constant teaching of 
the Catholic Church, and not all the 
power of kings and potentates has been 
able to move her from this position.

The text in question is as follows :
“And I say to you that whosoever shall 

put away his wife, except it be for forni­
cation, and shall marry another, com- 
mitteth adultery : and he that shall 
marry her that is put away committeth 
adultery.”—Rheims version.

The Protestant vereions, King James’ 
and the revised, both agree with the 
above,except in some forms of expression 
which do not at all change the sense. 
The text means, certainly, that she may 
be put away who has been guilty of the 
crime here condemned; but does it mean 
that she may contract another marriage Î 
Surely not. First. Christ makes here the 
distinction between the permission to put 
away one’s wife, end to many her that is 
put away ; and It Is only the permission 
to separate which ie given in the case of 
the wife’s guilt. He adds : “He that shell 
marry her that ie put away ccmmitteth 
adultery.” This applies to every case 
where a wife has been put away, even to 
the case of which he here speaks as being 
a lawful cause for separation, 
were not the sense of his words, a woman 
would be able to bring about a cause for 
divorce at will by committing infidelities, 
and an Inducement to vice would be 
placed before her if she were desirous of a 
separation. Secondly : In St. Mark x, 10, 
and St. Luke xvi, 18, the true sense of 
the words related 1s given, and as the 
words In these passages condemn marriage 
with a divorced wile, the words given in 
St. Matthew’s gospel muet be interpreted 
as wo h ',ve stated.

Thirdly: His disciples thought Christ’s 
words so sever* that if such were to ba 
the law for CnrJstiana “it Is not cxpedl- 
ent to marry.” St. Mitt, xix, 10 
law waa therefore more severe than the 
law of Muses.

A large number of the relatives and 
friend* uf the newly-enrolled Sisters re 
in ai tied to partake of tho hospitality of 
the Rjv. M ither and Sister* of the con­
vent.
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There is scarcely If any similar relig­
ious Institution In Canada that has uiaiie 
greater progress, considering its limited 
moans, tbnn St. Josephs’eli-tt-rhuod since 
they were established by the late Vicar- 
General Gordon, about thirty-six years 
ago. 8"inn hundreds of young ladle* 
have entered its sacred walls, devoting 
their pure and exemplary lives to tbe 
noble work of chanty, tending and 
caiing f ir old and helpless men and 
women, waiting on them with filial 
obedience ai d love, an l providing for and 
roaring and educating destitute orphan». 
The number provided for during 
that period now extends Into thou­
sands. There are now over one hundred 
Sifters activity engaged. They hxve estab­
lished blanched m Dundan. (where they 
ha vu brought the House of Providence to 
tho famous position it now occupies, &» 
ono of the Lading charitab’e institutions 
of the Dominion) Brantford, Guelph, 
Arthur, Oakville, Owen Sound, and Paris, 
having charge of the svpiraLe schools at 
these placv-a,
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LORBTTO CONVI- NT, Il 4 MILTON.

VISIT OK LORD AND LADY STANLEY.
Un Monday Lord ard L dy Stanley 

paid a visit, to tho above named Institu­
tion. From the Spectator we learn that it 
was the mont eiohorato and beautiful 
welcome tendered them In thaï city. It 
was a welcome In every way worthy of 
the occasion. Over the entrance to the 
ground» an evergreen inch was erected, 
•v 1th the word “Welcome” on It. More 
decorations surrounded the main doorway 
of the convent, and carpet was spread 
from the driveway into the hall, for tho 
visitors to walk over. In tho reception 
ball tho arrangements were elaborate and 
artistic. A dais had been erected at one 
end of the room, and on It were placed 
two large, red plush arm chairs for their 
excellencies. Over and around the dais s 
sort of canopy had been built of many- 
colored hunting tligs and pn-tty de­
vices ; In front ot it was the ward 
“Salve.” At the upp. site end of the 
ball, embowered in a wealth of color, 
wore the words “Welcome to Loretto.” 
The parly were cordially received at the 
main entrance by the mother superior, 
with the good sisters grouped round her. 
The following clergy were also present : 
Rev, E. L Heenau, V. U., Chancellor 
Keougb, Fathers Maddigan and McIntosh. 
A< Lord and Lady Stanley took thur 
places on tbe dais the young ladles of the 
institution, whu were gathered opposite 
them, rang a welcoming chorus and the 
national Anthem, accompanied on the 
ham by Miss Neillgau and on the piano 
by Miss Slater. Llttie Misses Grace Kav­
anagh and Amy Martin advanced grace­
fully and pretented L >rd and Lady Stan­
ley each with a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers. Then Miss Herald, a pretty 
young lady, delivered In a clear, mutical 
voice the following address :

May it Please Your Excellency.— 
We thank you most cordially for the 
amiable courtesy which has conferred 
upon us the great honor and the esteemed 
privilege of receiving within our convent 
halls such noble and distinguished visitors. 
Memorable shall this day ba iu tbe annals 
of our cherished Alma Mater, and not less 
memorable shall It ever remain in the 
happy hearts which have participated iu 
its joyous events.

Sincerely do we hope that our most 
gracloui lord and noble lady will have no 
reason to liment their sojourn In our 
western clime, but that health Hud happi­
ness may bo their bright attendants in 
every passing hour.

Lord Stanley replied briefly and in a 
highly complimentary strain. Thou the 
visitors were shown all through tho In­
stitution—an bright and cle-n and pure, 
everywhere, ah the hi arts of the good 
ladii.s who manage It. It would be hard 
to say who were the moat delighted with 
tho visit—Lord end Lady Stanley, the 
mother superior and tho black-robed, 
sweet faced sisters, or the young ladies 
who are taught, there. Everybody was 
pleased. Tho Governor General, In part 
lug, said that w hen he and Lady Stanley 
again visited Hamilton, they would bo 
delighted to visit the Loretto convent 
again, if it Were convenient for tho ladles 
of the Institution to receive them.
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Herraas in Book H, 4, tells us that the 
angel who instructed him gave him tbe 
law on this very subject :

“And I said unto him : What therefore 
is to be done, If the woman continues on 
in her sin ? He answered : Let her hue 
band put her away, and let him continue 
by himself. But If he shall put away his 
wife and marry another, he also doth 
commit adultery.”

Presbyterians and others are wont to 
assert that Catholic doctrines are modern
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If this Innovations. From this extract it may 
be judged whether the charge would not 
be more suitably made against their o wn 
teachings.

St. Justin and Athenagoras In their 
Apologies to the Emperor Antoninus, 
both declare It to be a Chris­
tian doctrine that marriage con­
tracted with a wife who has been put 
aw c.y la an adultery. Tertullian teaches 
the <me, and St. Augustine makes the 
following remarkably explict statement.

4 \ woman cannot he (the wife) of a 
second husband, unless fctie cease to be 
('.he wife) of the former : but she ceases to 
be tbe wife of the former if her husband 
be dead, net on account of adultery, si 
that for this cause a wife may be lawfully 
put away, but the bond of the former 
(husband) remains.”

1 iLttiksgiving.

Thou, thn real Father of nat ion* : Thou, 
The mighty Oue of love and mercy : Thou, 
Who didst contrive the uni verse, «nil build 
The stars, and fashion the round
Through space obedient and unerring—
And yet f-om whose all-seeing, e'en the 

sparrow's life
•Scapes not unnoticed—now, we beseech
I,ean thluo enr, for lo, the Nation kneel* ! 
There, at, thy feet,, si.e lilt* * swelling prayer 
CM grut'tude to 1 'ie«. Another year is gone, 
AiidsiiiMier Hie Lhroos with the blood of

tVful rf p«qce, and in her vein* 
lit..

—Josrjih WhUtontn November Tible Talk.*
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