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GIFT GIVING

‘ln some measure insincere, and a | sacrifices we have made ?” Can any

| forth to those who will

in the matter of gift-giving at this |
season almost all sections of society |

have drifted into extravagance. Want
of thought and want of courage to
resist are chiefly responsible for a

| poor, and all whom the stress of life

sacrifice to sentiment more honored |
in its breach than in its observance, |
Perhaps the most satistying of ul!{
forms of giving is that which flows
never be
able to make any return except Ixy;
way of grateful love. The aged, the

has left exhausted, appeal to us for |

| duty-gifts which are not one whiﬂ

state of things that involvee some |

degree of pretense. The tax on
people with a wide range of acquaint-

| from

ances is financially a serious matter, |

and it is often quite evident that a
certain amount of insincerity under-
lies the present gift-giving that was
8o obligatory and widespread.

The lull in gifts that is now being
experienced makes the time suitable
for asking ourselves whether it is
advisable to conform to a fashion in
this reepect. Friendship exults over
an opportunity of showiug generous
warmth All

through life, what joy can be sweeter

in a material way.
than finding out just what some one
who is dear to us desires, and supply
ing it? Happy indeed are they who
from a full heart can express affec

fion in this form.

But even in the most favorable cir

cumstances there are some draw-

backs to costly gifts. They cannot

less beautiful than those that spring |
personal affection. While we |
may well be careful that the out

pourings of family love or of ardent |
friendship do not by excess make |
our presents commonplace or minis- |
ter to selfishnese, and while a fol
lowing of prevailing fashions in giv
ing is one of the most meagre forms
of merit, we must guard against
bringing too nice calculations into
our general acts of charity. Beyond
the family circle and the outer edge
of friendship are the many needy
whose pressing wants demand our |
gifts and in whose service we may |

| revive in these money - tainted days

measure intringically the value of the |

feeling they represent. A far smaller

gift may express the greater love. |

Gifte can only be judged truly by the
quality of the feeling which produces
the

one

them and by their effects on

the
hand, be wholly delightful in their

recipient. They may, on
origin and entirely helpful and stim
ulating to the receiver, or, the
other hand, they may be a grudging

on
concession to custom and, if not wise
ly bestowed, corrupting in their in-
fluence.

GIFTS TO CHILDREN
Take the case of presents to chil
dren. We all love to bestow a pleas
wure on a child ; but if we indulge the
impulse too freely we shall find that

the
chivalry.

[
ancient spirit of sacrificial ;

' REV. M. F. FALLON |
ON ELECTION ISSUE

RSP S—.

R’

London, Ont., Dec. 6.—The follow

g statement was issued to the
prees tonight by His Lordship the
Right Rev. M. F. Fallon, Bishdp of
London :

[ am profoundly convinced that
what every one concedes to be a
crisis in the world's history has
become, by reason of our war-time
election, a national crisis in the his
tory of Canada. Therefore, despite
the misunderstanding or misrepre
sentation to which this expression of
my views is certain to expose me, I
feel it an obligation of conscience and

| & duty of citizenship to make plain

my own personal position and to in-
fluence, so far as my words may in
fluence, those who have any confi

| dence in my deliberate judgment

we are doing more harm than good. |

The child will
and will

begin to expect gifts,
if the
It may even

be disappointed
routine is not kept up.
presently regard the world as offer-
ing it,
with
very

a8 one of its rights, largess
both hands.
few cases,

But, except in a
that
world will not do for long, and it is a
mistake to false
tion. A child who is made to feel
that allits wishes will be granted inev-

what

18

create a expecta-

itably through gifts is being deprived
of the power
really is,

of feeling what a gifs
namely, an unexpected en
dowment that creates pleasure by its
suddenness and gratuitousness

Children should be trained by being

| try

the |

| or suggested against the

left with an active sente of want, ¢o |

far as their pleasures are concerned, |

so that they may be able to relish a
gift as something fulfilling a desire,
an extra, undeserved, and a sign of
welcome love. Showering of gifts
may almost amount to a push towards
selfishness and ingratitude. We may
well be warned against this unkind
kindness. Wise giving should be so
arranged as to result in a reciprocal
sense of love. It should not be a
mere indulgence of feeling on the

part of the giver, or tend to a weaken-

ing of character on the part of the |

receiver, young or old.

THE CHARM OF GIFT-GIVING

The greatest charm in a gift is its

appropriateness. Of course we are

excluding the selfish recipient who |

of the
it cost

thinks first
article—what
might sell for.
deserve a present from anybody.

the
what it
Such people do not
It
is the consciousness that one's tastes
momentary

value of

or

or needs have been
gtudied and met that makes a gift
so delightful.
ality involved is a delicate compli

ment.

The study of person

Jecause we have been really
cared for, this appropriateuess has
attained, and the present
as a affectionate

been 80

comes proof of

thought,

This charming sense that our per

sonality is being specially minis-

tered to must be somewhat impaired |
where the giving of presents lapses

into a kind of seasonal habit,
custom

The
when
hearty feeling flows unimpaired all
round the circle and the expense is
not a tax on straitened means ; but
it may be a constraint, ill-afforded,

is laudable enough

It isgno exaggeration to that
the eyes of the world are fixed on
Canada to-day, and that the ears of
the world are listening for the mes-
sage which will be voiced by the
Canadian people on the 17th of
December next. Nor, when we call
to mind the part that Canada has
played in the Great War, is it sur
prising that the anxious attention of
the world should be directed to that
momentous decision which this coun-
will then be called upon to
make.

say

NO

ACCUSATION

Were I not convinced that the
issue, the dominating issue, is far
and away beyond and above all party |
politics, [ should 'never entertain a
thought of breaking silence during
an electomal campaign. Nothing,
moreover, is farther from my mind
than to associate myself with any
accusation or insinuation of insin-
cerity or dis'oyalty that may be made
venerable
and illustrious Canadian who leads
the Opposition or against that sec
tion of the Liberal Party which
accepts his leadership in this crisis. |
Yet it will not be denied that every
element opposed from the beginning |
‘ to Canada's participation in the War, |
every element desirous that Canada |
| should now withdraw from the War, |
{ as well as all those who hold it as a |
principle that (anada is not con- |
cerned in the War, are united in
their opposition to Union Govern-
ment and in their desire to bring
back to power, for their own un-
worthy purposes, the Great Leader
who disclaims all sympathy with the
| principles they profess.
ISSUE DWARFS ALL

AGAINST LAURIER

OTHERS

In the approaching election the
| issue which dwarfs all others is
Canada’s effective continued partici-
pation in the War. This is the issue
| which compels us to disregard all |
others, however important they |
| might be at another time.
MUST F CONDITIONS

It is charged that, if voluntary
enlistment failed in Quebec from the |
beginning and can no longer be relied |
upon elsewhere, its failure is due to
the mistakes of the government that 1
directed the War activities of Canada.
Be it 8o. 'We cannot solve our diffi
{ culties of tomorrow by the idle dis
cussion of the mistakes of yesterday.
| We must face squarely the conditions
of to-day.

Without special reference to Can
| ada, Sir John Simon, who two years |
withdrew from the British |

Cabinet because of his opposition to
conscription but who now wears the
King's uniform himself, thus ac-,
curately states the issue which con-

| fronts Canada in this election :
CRIME

ACE OF TODAY

| age

OF SLACKENING

"I can imagine only one crime
which is to be compared to the
crime of permitting the War to
go on for an unnecessary hour,
and that is the crime of slacken-
ing in our purpose, after all the
sacrifices we have made.”
Shall we commit *“ the crime of
slackening in our purpose after all the
. R

| allies ?

| commonplace
| warfare means the mobilization of
| all the resources, energies and activi

| lack of

| doesn't ?

| here and

| lines.

Canadian honestlydeny thatthe defeat
of the Conscription Government would
mean a real slackening of our pur
pose ?, Will not the whole world so
interpret such a result of our elec-
tion ? Will it not bring aid and
comfort to our enemies? Can we
pretend to consider it a message of
encouragement to our friends and
What will be its effect on
that one of our allies which is nearest
to us and with whose efforts
difficulties we are most familiar ?
We remember with what a thrill of
exultation we heard that the great
American Republic had joined us in
the struggle for the defence and pres
ervation of democracy and Christian
civilization, It has become a
to say that modern

ties of the entire nation; that every-
one may help or hinder; that every
one must do his bit or be a slacker,
or, worse still, be an enemy within
the gate. The vast population of the
United States is more heterogeneous
even than our own ; the consequent
national cohesion is an em.
barrassment which we ought to be
able to understand. Even in his

latest message to Congrese, President |
| name ;
| olics do not play into their hands,

Wilson is constrained to say :
"I hear the voices of dissent
I hear
the clamor of the noisy, thoughtless
and troublesome. I also &see
there fling themselves in
disloyalty against the
indomitable power of the

who

impudent
calm,
nation.

STRENGTHEN FORCES OF DISLOYALTY ?

Can we placidly contemplate a
verdict of the Canadian people at the
polls which will strengthen these
forces of disunion and disloyalty in
the United States ? A verdict which
will hamper the efforts and increase
the difficulties of the great President
of that great Republic on which are
now centered the hopes of the Grana
Alliance for the successful
the War ?

issue of

In the mobilization of the resources
of the American nation no influence
has more loyally or more effectively
supported the of the
Power than the Hierarchy of the
Catholic Church. The part taken by
the rank and file is indicated in this
statement of Secretary of War Baker,
made Sept. 22nd, 1917

“The Young

efforts

Men's Christian
Association represants the Pro
testant denominations, which
will roughly contribute 607, of
our new army. The Knights of
Columbus represent the Catholic
denomination which will con-
stitute perhaps of the new
army."”

In the United States Navy and in
the Marine Corps Catholics are esti-
mated to be at least 50

PROPORTIONS IN CANADA

In Ontario, under the
system, the proportion of Catholics
enlisted is nearly 107 higher than
that of the Jargest Protestant denom
ination in the Province. In Nova
Scotia the Catholic voluntary enlist
ment reaches the extraordinary pro
portion of 477 of the whole. I have
seen no analyeis of the official figures
for the other English provinces, but

I am absolutely certain that it would |

show the Catholics have everywhere

| done their full duty.

DANGEROUS (

The purpose of
apparent digression
obvious in a moment,

Under voluntary enlistment Quebec
has fallen far behind the cther prov-
inces. 3ome who speak for Quebec
offer explanations for this state of
things : others neither deny it nor
apologize for it. I am concerned
neither with the one nor the other.
What does concern me is that resent-
ment against the province of Quebec
has led to indiscriminate charges
against the Catholics of Canada ;
and the regrettable racial division

LEAVAGE

the
will

foregoing
beceme

] threatens to cause another and more

dangerous cleavage along religious
This aggravation of an exist-
ing difficulty is wholly unwarranted.
It is mischievous. It is eriminal
I know that it is deplored and repro-
bated by every honest man who loves
Canada and has at heart the great
cause for which we are

patriotism I demand that this repro-
bation be openly expressed, that this
foul thing which is an ally of the
enemy be stamped out.

APPEA

'0 FELLOW-CATHOLICS

And I ask my fellow-Catholics not
to be misied either by mistaken sym-

| pathy with a province whose religion

must not be confounded with its
politics, nor by natural resentment
at any insults based on such con
fusion.
AND TO PROTESTANTS ALSO
In the isolation of Quebec we are
told there is danger to Canada, I
admit - it. But the isolation of
Quebec is of her own choosing. It
will have to cure itself. There is
graver danger in needlessly confus-
ing religion with a question purely
racial, To avert this graver danger
I appeal to my fellow countrymen,
Protestant and Catholic alike.
DISASTROUS MORAL AND
EFFECT

The great issue in the forthcoming

POLITICAL

|
and

the criticiems and |

men |

| Father's

Civil |

|
voluntary |

fighting. |
In the name of justice and right and |

| of the
| Pray for us

ious,

the War. Some openly
Canada bhus done enough ; that she
has done too much. Canada has
done much—too much, it you will,
It is precisely because she has done
80 much that she
now, The military value of the aid
which we are asked to send ie great;
refusal to send it would be a mis-
fortune. But far and away greater
than any purely military considera
tion would be the disastrous moral
and political effect of such refusal,
Better we had done too little, or that
we had done nothing, than now to
commit “the erime of slackening in
our purpose

BAYy

APPEALS FOR SUPPORT
GOVERNMENT

OF

For the reasons here outlined or
indicated I make the definite and
unequivocal appeal to my fellow

countrymen of the Catholic Faith to |
support the Union Government and |

the cause for which that Union was
effected. And I make this appeal
fully conscious of the vile and in

that certain supporters of Union
Government are conducting in
for I am confident, if Cath
that the bigots will in the long run
injure no one but themselves. Let
us meet sectarian malevolence with
Catholic good will. To slanders, the
conduct and numbers of our Cath
olic soldiers offer a definite and con
crete refutation. Be ours the duty
and the privilege of worthily sup

| porting them at the polls.

M. F. FALLON,
Bishop of London,
SO —

\A\\i)

-

THE POPE PEACE
The subjoined
article in the cuarrent
azon y Fe reflects

nopsis of an
number of the
sSpain s

ldeas

about the Pope’'s neutrality and gives |

excellent
work, 1
Pope bad been crowned he
his first letter " Ubi primum,’ dated
September 8, 1014, to the Catholic
world. It was a cry of horror at the
spectacle of the awful
which the War had
an exhortation to
earnestly that God might lay aside
His scourge, and an entreaty to the
heads of the belligerents to enter

jotintions r  peace. His
first worc in which he emphasizes
his paternal solicitude for all his
children, are a plea for peace. Two
months later, on November 1, he re
peated his earnest supplieations for

an summary of the Holy
the

addressed

) days after

misery into
plunged nations,

Catholice to pray

must not falter |

‘uluvtmn is neither racial nor relig ‘,\lnrll)ra for the gifts of Christian
It is the vital question of the | fortitude and resignation and for the
‘ hour and of the age, the question of | cessation of the agony of the War.
that |

Some months later, on June 26, he
appointed July 30, 1916 as a general
Communion day for the children of
all the world, whose intention was
to be the restoration of peace. On
September 8 he protested against
the insinuations which had been

| made against his impartiality, and
| proclaimed that he was guided, not |

by self-interest but by loving con

cern for the common good, and that
it was his duty to labor for the |
cause, not of any set of men, but for
humanity iteelf. On December 4 he
again expressed his desire that eivil

| saciety might be restored to order,
| with respect for right and justice, |

and that peace the day star of all
good, might shine forth with re

| newed brilliance on the nations.

ts |

the end of the War, in his encyclical |

Ad Beatissimi.” Christmas eve, in
his allocution to the Cardinals, he
alluded to his fruitless efforts to
obtain a cessation of hostilities for
Christmas day, but ¢ his
hope of obtaining an of
prisoners.

I'he following
scarcely bagun, w
January 10, published his decree, in
viting and urging clergy and laity
alike to practise penance as & means
of God's anger, and ap

xpressed
exchange

year, 1915,
1en the Pope on

appeasing

pointing February 7 for Europe and |

March 21 for the rest of the world as
a day for public and united prayer
for peace by all the many millions

of Catholics in all parts of the earth. |

On January 22, in an allocution ad-
Holy Father reproved the violations

of justice that had taken place, and

| insisted on his strict duty of pre
serving a strict impartiality toward |
| all the warring nations.

On May 25
he bade the Catholic world turn in
ite distress to the sorrowing and
immaculate Heart of Mary, and to

implore her to use her powerful in- |
tercession in behalf of her children |

and to obtain for them the cessation

of war and the restoration of peace |
Two months later |

and tranquillity.
onthefirstanniversary of the outbreak
of hostilities he again expressed his
anguish of heart and his desire that
the nations at war might again be-

come brothers and settle their diffi- |

culties, not by the might of the
On September 6
he again exhorted all Catholics to

work for the

had

| dressed to the Sacred Consistory, the |

| sword, but by calm considerations of |
| equity and justice.

re-establishment of a |

peace baged on justice and in accord |

with the dignity of all the nations ;
and with this end in view he author-
ized the Bishops to sanction the use
invocation *
" in their respective dio
ceses during the War. He could not
let the year without
pleading for Recalling
position as the successor to
Prince of Peace,
well known

close
peace. his
the
efforts to alleviate the
use every endeavor to prevent such
horrors in future. For this purpose
he declared that a way to peace,
just, durable and stable, consisted in
a clear formulation by the respect
ive parties of their aims and pur
poses, to be followed by a conference
in which, injustice being set aside,
mutual concessions and compensa-
tions should be made in the spirit of
equity.

In the year 1916 the Holy Father,
in a letter dated March 4, urged all
the families of the belligerents to
practise penance during Lent, and
to pray earnestly to the Queen of

" Queen of Peace, |

2 N . | tion,
defensible anti-Catholic propaganda

| on

Early in the following year, on
January 10, he once more voiced his
hope that the world might learn the
way to pe And on May 5 he
again bade his children turn to the
Blessed Virgin as a powerful advo
cate, and ordered that the invoca
" Queen of Peace, Pray for Us
hitherto permitted in individual
dioceses, should be added to
Lady's Litany, throughout the world,
and after June 1. The culmina
tion of his efforts in behalf of peace

we

| was his note to the heads of tha bel

ligerent Powers, dated Avgust 1,
which in spite of its critics is a
monument at once to the universal
affection and to the strict impartial«
ity of the Vicar of the of

Peace.—America.

Prince

SR—

ABBOT OF CALDEY

VISITING U. S

P
SAYS GREAT PROBLEM OF
CHURCH TODAY o
SUPPLY NEEDED
CLERGY

Pre

IS

Cathe

Dom Aelred
Abbot of Caldey,
this country
connected

88 Association

the

come

Carlyle,
who
frcm England on
with a great campaign to
foster vocations to the deplete« I
the priesthood in Great Britain
has announced to a representative of
the Catholic

he also

nas

work

1r
[0}
Press Association that
to establish a h
of the famous Caldey Community in
this country.
I'here are sever
ing their
present,’

them

nopes

1 Americans test
vocatio at
said the Abbot.
from New York. [ have
that they will be joined by
others, and that in due time 1 shall
be able to send these American Bene
dictines back to their own country to
form a community of contemplative
1 living under the restored

itive rule of St. Benedict

I'he special association of Bene-
dictines with artistic and intellectual
and musical interests in the Church,
the continued, “"has stirred
much favorable comment. There is
a growing attention being paid to
such the United States.
The new churches built
recently ; the deepening interest in
correct and beautiful liturgical
matters, are all favorable signs of the
times favorable, and
exceedingly remarkable, is the wide
spread attraction in nerica to
mysticism, both within and without
the Church.

"There are many sad and morbid

tations of this spirit without
the Church, I am sorry to remark.
All sorts of strange cults and stranger
freaks of the spiritual life are very |
plentiful among you. But even
these aberrations are signs of the |
growing hunger and thirst of the
human soul for real religion, and
only within the Catholic Church may
these cravings be safely satisfied.
The contemplative orders of the
Church exist for that very purpose,
and, here as well as in Europe, will
their work be newly appreciated.
So I hope that the time will speedily
arrive when Caldey may cooperate !
with the Church in America in this
great work,

"“But the aspect of my visit to this
country which is of more pressing
consequence just now is the work
that Caldey hopes to do in fostering
and training war vocations to the
priesthood.

“The main problem of the Church
in Great Britain in the imme
diate future will be how to fill the
vacant places in the ranks of the

Caldey
I'wo of

at
at

are

hopes

prin

\bbot

matters in

beautiful

Even more

| priesthood, secular and regular, when

again |

he alluded to his |

| horrors of War and his purpose to |

the roll call is made at the end of the
war, and provincials are
looking with anxiety to the.future as
to how they may carry on their
religious work.

"At the same time, the War has
been a universal mission, and thou

Bishops

sands are looking at the Church and |

| than favorable eyes.

re-examining her claims with more
She has come
out of the test of death and the |
battlefield as only the Church of God |
can. People have been brought face |
to face with the real thing.

“Is this great opportunity to be
lost for want of priests ? Is the white
harvest to be left to rot ungarnered
for the want of laborers ? If nqt, it
means the fostering and rescud of
every vocation to the priesthood and
the religious life.

“God always provides, and the War
has also brought our young men face

| succession

Our |

| to

| among

to face with the realities of
the grim reality of death.
never was a time when there were go
many who longed to leave the fishing
nets of the world to follow their
Divine Master in His fishing for the
souls of men.

life by

MSGR. BIDWELL APPOINTED
ASSISTANT TO CARDINAL
BOURNE

London, (Eng.)—The appointment
of Msgr. Manuel Bidwell, rector of
St. Mary’s, Cadogan street, London,
to be Auxiliary Archbishop to Car
dinal Bourne an
for such a post as that
prelate often carries

is
of the new
with it the
to the See. Msgr. Bid
well comes of mixed Engliesh and
Spanish blood and was born in 1872
in Majorca. His family well
known here, though not all
Catholics, and his father in the
diplomatic service. Educated at
Paris and the Academy for Noble
Ecclesiastics, Rome, the new Arch
time on the
nd then occupied a
Papal Secretariate
for a time.

18 &
one

is

bishop spent some
London mission
post in the

State in Rome He came

to England with Cardinal Vannutelli

a8 notary to the latter

aristic Congress of

at the
London in
returning the following year to take
up duties at Archbishop's House as
diocesan archivist. He at present
holds the post of procurator riscal to
the diocese. The church of which
he was the rector until his elevation
to the e i8 a very well
known one in the midst of

yndon. Megr
iu Spain and it
his con-
in London

Euch

1908,

\I‘H,VJ’
standing
a wealthy district of I
Bidwell is at present
known

Wil

whether
take place

18 not yet
secration
in

or Rome,

FRENCH PAY
SOLDIE

HOMAGE
GRAVE

AT
RS
London, November 8
the Dead

served in C

I'bhe Day

solemnly ol

of
always so
wtholic counirier, was kept

arkable fervor Frar

In Par

mbers

with ren

ar

n
the President

the (

this ve
and me
with
army

overnment

representative nerals of the
and admirals of the navy, visit
ed the cemeteries of Ivi

Bagneux

and

In Paris alone nearly half a n
visitors were counted at
tery during the day ¢ no
mourner departed without
pay to the
In the provinces the n
authorities and
the heroes’ graves
and offer the hom:
dresses.

In Notre Dame
presided before an
blage preached a moving
course after the Requiem Mass,
invoked the dead who speak by
voice of their blood and sacrifice
who cried for our prayers.

one ce
relative
going to
homage soldiers’ tombs.
nicipalities
visited

wreaths

soldiers
to laj
of patriotic ad

old

Cardinal
immense

Amette
assem
dis

He
the
and

1
and

celebra-
took place at
arne, where tho
assisted were surrounded by a
of dead heroes. Ir
Cathedral of Chalons where the
quiem Mass took place, the celebrant
was Cardinal Lucon and the Bis

of Chalons and Gap, the latter a mili
tary chaplain, were present in the
sanctuary.

Bat perhaps the greatest

All Souls' Day
Chalons sur-M

tion of

y who

concourse

BRITISH SURGEON PRAISES THE
NURSING WORK OF FRENCH
NUNS

Mrs. Bellamy Storer, writing to the

Cincinnati Enquirer, calls attention |
in |
by Arthur Anderson Martin |
a surgeon in the British army and a |

a book entitled “A

Khaki,"

Surgeon

Protestant.

Dr, Martin was killed at the battle |

of Somme in 1916, Speaking of the
French nursing orders, he says:
“When the War broke out France

was ag ill-prepared in her military |

medical branch as we were, and she
was suddenly confronted with the
problem of handling and treating
many thousands of wounded. It was
at this critical phase that the Fran
ciscan Sisters, and the Sisters
other religious orderg, quietly took
their places beside the wounded
French soldiers. Just as quietly they
opened up their convents, churches

and buildings, warehouses, chateaux, |
| cottages,

waiting rooms, and turned
them into hospitals for the wounded
and sick men. Working tirelessly at
night and day, knowing no fatigue
and shrinking from no task or danger

| and glorifying in their mission, they
| performed

marvels. The younger
Sisters were put to subordinate nurs
ing duties, and so rigorously trained
by the elder ones in the principles of
nursing.

“These juniors are now very com
petent nurses, for they learn quickly
the ample material that
war provides, The wounded French
soldier loves and idolizes the nursing
Sister. He demands her presence
and makes her his confidante, The
nun is supremely happy to be back

in her old place and pets and humors |
his |

the wounded soldier, soothes
ardent soul, and by her gkill heals his
wounds,"”

There |

lmportant one, | city

| present

of |

hence he w: not
| 10

| cation and
| erable

| should rise in supplication
| Heaven, for Bernadette is insepar-

| late Virgin.

| Twenty-nine

| who speak French
of |

| services and organizing

| fronts and
| career

CATHOLIC NOTES
RV
The hierarchy of Ireland have de-
cided to establish in Thurles the
national college for the education of

| priests for the missions in China.

No fewer than ten thousand French,

English and Belgian women carpen-
|

ters are now engaged in the work of
building huts for the soldiers on the
western front,

Buenos Aires, the capital of Argen-
tine Republic, is a beautiful city of
about 1,200,000 inhabitants. Ite
Cathedral is a Grecian edifice fronted
by 12 Corinthian columnes, The
Archdiocese dates from 1620, The
has 22 canonical parishes and
50 other churches.

All the sacred treasures that were
formerly in the Constantine Basiliea
of St. Peter, Rome, before it was de-

to make room for the
Archbasilica of St, Peter,
the time of Michael
Angelo, several centuries ago, are
in the new Vatican Museum
building recently dedicated. Among
them Michael Angelo's plan for
the present dome of St. Peter's.
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Lieutenant Eugene Kaiser, a non-
Catholic and a member of the Masonic
order, has sent a letter to Mrs, J. A,
Gallagher, of Denver, warmly prais-
ing the work bheing done by the
Knights of Columbus at Fort Riley,
Kansas, in their recreation centers.
He pays a lofty tribute to the equip-
ment and sociabilit centers,
and maintains that the moral atmos-
phere surrounding the men is even
better than it would be in their home
towns
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The Right Rev. J
Lincoln, Neb., installed as the
third Bishop of Denver, on Wednes-

November 28. Archbishop J. B.
Pitaval of Santa Fe, metropolitan of
both Denver and El Paso, attended
the Cathedral dedication in El Paso,
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late ae tant atthe P
I'hrone ; Pius X. used his

freely as Canon of St. Mary Major's,
consultor of many congregations and
the clergy
Benedict XV, appointed him a mem
ber of the College Referendarii of
the Segnatura while reorganizing
that tribunal three years ago.
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Under the direction of a commig-
tee composed of the most prominent
ent on foot to
Franciscau Missions
Antonio, Tex., which with the
exception of the bhistoric Alamo,
have been permitted to fall into ruin.
It is thought that the work will be
completed in time for the celebra
tion of the bicentennial of the advent
f he Franciscan missionaries to
Texas, which is scheduled for 1918.

gan wions
in the work, although
confined to Cath

Fesidents a mover is

Testore the old

'n san

Various Catholic or are
taking imterest

no means
olic activity.

The Bishop of Nevers in a pastoral
letter has announced the opening of
the Apostolic Process of the Beatifi
Canonization of the Ven-
Bernadette Soubirous, the
favored child of Our Lady of Lourdes.
The Bishop says: "'The whole world

toward

able from the name of the Immacu-
Bernadette has repeated
to the great world the Dogma of the
Immaculate Conception, of which
she received from the lips of the
Virgin Most Pure on the 24th of
March, 1858.'
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| awaiting eargerly the first visit of
| the flying squadron of priests, the

chaplains who are equipping motor-
cyles through money furnished by
the Knights of Columbus, according
to Associated Press dispatches.
priests will form the
Twenty-two are English,
and seven are
Americans. More are expected from
the United States. The priests will
ride from village to village, holding
recreations

squadron,

among the men.

the well known
army chaplain been appointed
Chaplain-in-Chief of the British
all fronts and Bishop of
Castrenis, with the titular of
Miletopolis. He is a very popular
prelate, who has seen service on all
has had a distinguished
army chaplain. His ap-
pointment removes one of the griev-
ances of the Irish clergy that they
passed under the jurisdiction of an
English prelate on joining the troops.
Being on the spot end having no
cther anxieties or distractions Msgr.
Keatinge will be able to give his
whole energy to his work, and to

Megr. Keatinge,
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The new auxiliary
Birmingham, Mgr,
G. of the arch-
diocere, Msgr. O'Hanlon _having re-
signed on account of advancing age ;
he is in his seventv-ninth year.




