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THE CONFESSIONS OF A CONVERT.

APRIL 24, 1900,

THE CATHOLIC

Church of England was the same after
the Reformation as it was before ; that
there was no break in it from the time
of Augustine d>wn to Victoria. He had
been taught that the Church after the
Reformation was the same as before, ex-
cept that she had washed her face.
When he visited the Holy Land, nobody
n'('_ugnimd him as a pricst or a Catholie,
while every single sect had its rights in
this holy place except the church to
which he belonged. The Anglicin
Chureh claimed to be the old Christian
Church, and yel there was not a single
sect of Christendom that recognized it
as any such thing, This struck him
with a very uncomfortable feeling, yet
he still eontinued to resist these
thoughts as temptations against faith
He left the Ioly Land and came back
to England, and it was then that he
began to leave that second position of
appeal to the Primitive Chureh, It
appeared to him that the appeal to the
Primitive Church is impossible for two
or three reasons. First of all, he said,
it was all very well to talk of appeal to
the ’rimitive Church, but howare we to
know what the Primitive Chureh taught
unless there is

ﬁ'l'A'l'EHl‘lNT BY FATHER BENSON OF

THE FACTS AND REASONING THAT LED

HIM FROM ANGLICANISM INTO THE

CATHOLIC CHURCH. EXPRESSIONS OF

GRATITUDE FOR THE GIFT OF THETRUE
FAITH OF CHRIST.

Rev. Robert Hugh Benson, on a re-
cent visit to Ireland, addressed the
Catholic Young Men's Society in the
round room of the Dublic  Mansion
House on wThe Confessions of a Con-
vert.”

Father Benson, who was enthusiasti-
cally received, reports the Frecman's
Journal, said the subject of the lecture
was one of he most difficult on which he
counld choose to speak, even to an aud-
jence which he supposed was the most
gympathetic in the world, that was to
say, an audience in Ireland. He had
pever in his life been received with
such kindness as he had been received
in the last ten days in that country,
In speaking of the confessions of a con-
vyert, he was bound to speak of intellect-
ual things and not of any motions of
God's grace which he icould only speak

of in another place. What he should | . : some living voice to
attempt  to show would be those mtf-rprut it to us. From the time of
positions held by GOt Arius down to the present heresies were

defended by their authors by reference
to the Seriptures ; and unless there was
in the world a Divine Authority which,
as these new questions rose up, could
say whether or not they were conform-
able to the old formulas—unless there
was that divine anthority, these formulas
would, little by little, change their
meaning, until the original teaching of
Jesus Christ had entirely disappeared.
What, then, was the use of an appeal to
the Primitive Chureh on questions
which the Primitive Church had never
considered ? It was quite impossible
that any revelation could be preserved
thronghont the centuries unless there
was some tribunal in the world which
had the right to decide what was to be
accepted. Another reasou why the
appeal to the Primitive Church was im-
possible was, that those who maintained
that position scemed to deny the 1eality
of the Lord's own promise that the
gates of hell should not prevail against
the Church,

lics in England at the present time, and
the reasons that prevailed upon him,
and show that those positions were im-
possible. He knew that Protestantism
in Ireland was different from what it
wae in Bngland. In Ireland it was more
of one thought and color. In England
it was of more variety and interest. In
Fngland there were three positions
which were taken up.

The first position he did not propose
to speak on at any length, because it
was not one that he had ever occupied
himself, and it was quite impossible to
do justice in the smallest degree to a
position which one had never held.
The first position was that the Revela-
tion that Almighty God sent into the
world was incorporated in the Book and
that the only way to arrive at what that
Revelation was, was for every man to
read the book and understand the Rev-
elation. If Christianity were that it
would be an extremely simple thing, and
at the same time, a very complex thing
Avery useful book “Whitaker's Alman-
ac,” stated that there were three hun-
dred seots, and all these sects based
their 1eligion on the Bible. He had
never yet understood that position. For
almost three hundred years after the
coming of our Lord there was no Bible
in our present sense of the word.
There were a number of books claiming
to be sacred, upon some of which there
was placed the seal of the Church, and
upon others the condemnation of the
Church, It was impossible for any
man to say that for three hundred
years after the ascension of our Lord
into Heaven there was a book contain-
ing the Divine Revelation, upon which

He passed on to a new position, the
position commonly known as Ritualism.
It was said that the Ritualists cared
only for externals, but it seemed to him
that the Ritualists were the most effect~
ive and the most Christian party in the
Chureh of England. The position of the
Ritualists was a much more sane and
sensible position than the position of
the appeal to the Primitive Church.
They started by saying that the unity
of Christendom had been externally
divided, that Christendom proper con-
sists of those bodies that keep a valid
ministry and administer valid sacra-
ments and maintain the Catholic creed.
The Ritualists maintained as strongly

he could base his Christianity. He had | 28 any Catholies that their priestsare
therefore never yet understood that | Lrue sacrificing priests, that there are
position, which was the Protestant three great divisions of Christianity,—

Moscow, representing the Orthodox
Churech of Russia and Greece; Rome, re-
presenting the Roman Catholic Church;
and Canterbury, the Church of England.
They were not all agreed upon every
point of doctrine, but they were agreed
in a great many; and the third position
was that the points of doctrine upon
which Moscow, Rome and Canterbury
agreed formed the Catholie faith, and
that the matters upon which Moscow,
Rome, and Canterbury did not agree
were matters of pious opinion, which you
might or might not believe. Father
Benson gave up his church and joined a
religious community in the North of
England, whose work consisted  of
preaching missions and hearing confes-
sions. It was a fact, he thought, that as
an Anglican clergyman he heard more
confessions than he had heard as a Cath-
olie priest, and he regarded it with ex-
actly the same reverence and sanctity
that Catholies did. He was happy to
think that he had preserved the friend-
ship of practically all the members of
that religious community. He ugeA the
Rosary when he was living with the
community, and he attributed his con-
version largely to the Rosary. After
about four years he left that Order.
Little by little he saw that the theory
of Moscow, Rome and Canterbury would
not do. Although it seemed all right on
paper, yet when it went into the world
it broke down. He read all the contro-
versy he could lay his hands on, and the
result was that his head went round and
round. He was advised to accept the
view of the great scholars, but he read
the New Testament, and he said our
Blessed Lord came primarily not to the
scholar but to the man in the street, and
if the Church is to save the simple as well
as the wise, she must have some merks
which the simple as well as the wise can
recognize. After he had wearied his
brain he put the controversy to one side
and read the Word of God, and it was
the written Word of God that ultimately
cleared away his doubts. He studied
history, and history and the Scripture
agreed. He found that every single
body and every single sect that had
geparated itself from the proper body
was stagnant in the East or split into
endless fragments in the West.

There was one body, and one body
alone, in Christendom which remained
one and energetic. When he looked at
the Catholic Church he saw that this
Church was the only one that was Cath-
olic in the true sense of the word, and
made her children at home everywhere.
He had these facts forced upon his
mind, but still he was not gatisfied. 1le
saw that the argument for the Catholie
Church on the intellectual side was
irresistible, but as long as he believed
that Moscow, Rome and Canterbury
could possibly be deseribed as the Cath-
olic Church he could not join the Roman
Oatholic Church. Then he read a book
by a man who was certainly not a Cath-
olie, * Doctrine and Doctrinal Disrup-
tion,” The author of this book asked
the Anglican: * Do you believe that
Moscow, Rome and Canterbury form the
Catholie Church ?”  To that the answer
was; “T do.” He then asked, “ Do Mos-
cow, Rome and Canterbury agree that
they = together form the Catholic
Church 2" and the auswer to that was,
« Certainly not.,” He ( Father Benson )
had sinee put that question to Angli-
cans again and again, and had ncver got

position of purely,individual judgment.
It seemed to him to be beyond explana-
tion.

The second position was that in
which he himself was educated, and
was the position of what he would call
the appeal of the Primitive Church.
Those who held that position would say
that our Blessed Lord was indeed the
Son of God, that he brought down
from heaven a revelation, that He com-
mited the teaching of this revelation
to disciples and apostles, who wrote it
down in epistles and gospels and acts,
and that the interpretation of this
teaching was left to the decision of the
Church : that there were certain nec-
cssary councils on disputes, but that on
the whole the decree of the Church
was deelared and made final, but that
after centuries corruptions crept in,
amongst [them |Papal Jinfallibility and
that as time went on these false doc-
trines increased until by the middle
of the sixteenth century, the blessed
Reformation became absolutely neces-
sary. That therefore was the position
of the appeal to the primitive Church.
That was the faith in which he himself
was educated. So far as he had been to
school it had been presented to him in
that form,and at college he supposed it

as the same. He then read for orders
in the Church of England with a man
for whom he always had the greatest
love and respect, the late Dean Vaug-
han and he more or less continued on
the same lines. The lecturer then went
to work in the East End, but his father
died and his own health began to break
down and he gave up the work. It was
while he was abroad in Egypt that the
grace of God began to move him toward
the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. It came about in a very in-
explicable way. He was staying in a
the town of Luxor and when riding
through the streets on a donkey he no-
ticed a building a little different from
the cabins around. He got off thedonkey
and went into the buildiag, amd there
was an exceedinglysmall and an exceed-

ngly ugly little Catholic Church. He
believed it was in that church that the
thought first crossed his mind that the

Catholic Church was the true church.
It was said that when Protestants went
abroad they demanded a cold bath and
a chapel. In this town there was
an Anglican chapel and about this
chapel there was something of the
atmosphere of the cold bath.

t was plainly their to  suit
the convenience of the FKnglish and

Americans ; but when he went into the

other little church he saw that neither
the English nor the Americans had

anything to do with it. It was there
amongst the people of the country for
the people of the eountry, and he who

had been taught to regard himself as a

member of a National Church wondered

whether this small mean church was
nearer to the mind of Christ than the

Anglican chapel, for the reason that

our Blessed Lord came to all nations,

the uneducated, the simple, and the
civilized, These thoughts seemed to
him to be something like a temptation,
and he put them from him. He went to
the Moly Land, and there once more
these thoughts began to recur to him.

He had been taught to believe that al-

though there had been certain changes

at the Reformation, still there was con-
tinuity of life of the Church of England.

which he was received into the Chureh,
Father Benson said :

Giod more and more that I am a Catho
lie.”
Catholie laity
toward the conversion of their Prot-
testant fellow countrymen.
fectly well known amongst Protestants
that the priest will stick at nothing,
that he will tell any lie and listen at
any keyhole, and the Protestant laity
would not come near a Catholic priest.
But they would listen to Jaymen ; and it
was extremely important that the Cath-
olie laity should know something about
the Anglican theory, and should rub
home the arguments when they got a
chance ; but they must be charitable
always from beginning to end.

WHAT MANNER OF CREED CAN

cently delivered in Buffalo by Bishop
Keane.
take the following synopsis of this beau-
tiful discourse :

ate human reason and place it above all
else,
religion.
formulate a
stronger light than reason ; someone to
lift us from the sands below to the pin-
nacle, and show us the light.
lated some experience in Yellowstone
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blessed on Palm Sunday. So intense
was the hostility to the ancient religion
that the liturgy of the Church was muti-
lated and an attempt was even made
to expunge from the lexicon the words
Martinmas, Michaclmas, Candlemas and
Christmas, so that every trace of Cath-
Jlic worship and usages might be oblit-
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SOT - Let us earnestly pray that the time
wo‘,k . | will come when they will not only bear
o, | this emblem in their hands, but will

| carry our faith itsell in their hearts;
when they will pray in the temples, in
whichtheirforefathersworshipped; #hen
they will kneel at the altars at which
they knelt; when they will receive the
sacraments which we receive, and will
partake with us of the banquet of divine
love; when they will venerate the saints
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The Catholic Chureh, with that wisg-
dom which is the fruit of age and ex-
perience, as well as of the guidance of

llaving referred to the manner in

« Every single day of my life I thank

In conclusion he said that the
could do a great deal

It was per-

“

SATISFY MAN'S NATURE.

Such was the subject of a lecture re-

From the Union and Times we

It is the fashion nowadays to exagger-

Reason weuld formulate man's
There is no man who can
religion. We need a

He re-
on
Park and from an incident of a wounded
eagle, brought down to earth and
unable to seek its aerie, he drew a par-
allel of the fallen human race from the
days of Adam, and how it needed
strength as well as desire for the
heights for which it was destined. In
his description of heathen Rome he told
of Roman aristocrats feeding the beasts
that furnished meat for their table with
human beings. Continuing he said :
« From the ruins of a broken republic
there stood out the vision of a new em-
pire, a new kingdom ; and high above
the temple of this great city, stood in | of
the light of heaven, the cross of the
Nazarene.
thought, it was the force of a truth, it
was an eternal fact revealed to man by
God. He might have essayed other
methods. There was a day when He
looked down upon the surging mul-
titude who entered the temple in order
to worship, and He was bidden to throw
Himself down, for it is written, satan
said. ‘The angels have charge of
Thee. He might have risen in the
-

pathway and
Ten hundred thousand times as many
swords would have
their scabbards.
ated perhaps a province, but enslaved
another,
truth is more powerful.

it is stained for the liberation of the
slave, but with all my soul and with
yours I ery out. Oh,
Deliverer who shed no blood but thine
own, and still freed the slave !

England has done which will be happily : of praise and adoration to our God and
forgotten, but there is one thing writ-
ten upon the pages of her history which
w;ill be spoken to her praise, and in this | with all the simple faith, the glowing
she
etary cost more than a century ago she
purchased the liberation of all the ' the first Palm Sunday.
slaves of her dominion. But legislation ' may be tlattered and intoxicated by the
r-ar; (;nly fmak(olz s man free : money cane' yvain pomp, the military parades and
not buy freedom,

—_— themselves on the morrow.
civilization, which frees man from one
thraldom
with a hundred others.
have parted from the Christian ideal
He might have so liberated, but no, God
that He was, He took the instrument of
infinite power.
man's ecapabilities.
yesterday he becomes the freeman of
to-morrow, walking in the liberty of
the new light.
we look for it.

“ Friends, look to the east, the signs
are brightening.

tain conditions and they will enslave jects. But our Spiritual King will be
Progress, content with nothing short of the hom-

light of the world, the liberater of man-
kind, Jesus Christ the God.”

CABDINAL GIBBONS ON RELIGIOUS

REJOICES THAT OUR SEPARATED BRE THREN

“Cardinal Gibbons preached last Sun-
day morning in the Cathedral, Balti-
more.
“The Use of Religious Ceremonies.” His
text was from the twenty-first chapter

Ieutmncg
It was the power of o dinalsaid:

buting palms and other green branches
on this Sunday is consecrated by the
memorable tradition of many centuries,
and indeed dates back to an early period
of the Church.

world without interruption until about
the middle of the sixteenth century.
In the reign of Edward VI, of England

the Holy Spirit, has an intimate knowl-
edge of human nature. She knows that
an abstract religion is not only inade-
(uate to our wants, put is intrinsically
jmpossible, It must be embodied in
some forms and must have some out-
\v;xrtllc-xpr«-ssinn ; for we are men, not
angels. She knows that we have a body
as well as a soul ; therefore, she appeals
to the whole man. She speaks not only
to our intelleet, but also to our imagin-
ation and senses, to our feelings and
emotional nature. She bids all the
faculties of our soul and all the powers
of our body to unite in one grand chorus

raised a flag of revolt.

been lifted from
He would have liber-

He would draw no sword, a

I reverence the sword even when

infinitely wise

And there are many things that
Saviour. * * ¥

My dear brethren, greet your King
is quite singular,

At a great mon- ' Jove and pious enthusiasm with which

He was welcomed by His disciples on
Earthly rulers

Liberate men in cer- ' gassling demonstrations of their sub-

age of our own hearts. The true adorer
must adore the Lord in spirit and in
truth. The kingdom of Christ is not of
this world. He despised all earthiy
pomp.

Unite to-day with the millions of
your fellow-Christians throughout the
world, and say with them ; * Thou hast
redeemed us, O Lord, to our God, out of
every tribe and nation, and people and
tongue, and hast made us to our God a
kingdom, and we shall reign.” With
thy grace we shall reign over our pas-
sions here and shall reign with Thee in
eternal glory hereafter.
And as you assist in commemorating
the triumphal entry of your Lord into
the earthly Jerusalem, so may you have
the happiness of uniting one day with
God's elect in following the Lamb in
the heavenly Jerusalem, and in singing
with them: * Salvation to our God
Who sitteth on the throne, and to the
Lamb, benediction and glory, and wis-
dom, and thanksgiving, honor and
power and strength to our God, forever
and ever. Amen.” 178

immediately enslaves him
Insofar as we

He knew man, He knew
From the slave of

We need a revelation,

The dawn is coming

the morrow, He shall appear, the

CEREMONIES.

ARE RETURNING TO OUTWARD FORMS
OF PRAYER. e ape.

The subject of his sermon was

The Catholic Ideal.

The love of Mary has dene much to
make the modern world beautiful. Be-
fore her motherhood was a great care
and burden, but little honor. Before
Christ the great honor of maternity was
but badly understood. Left to itself,
the human mind wandered into very
shallow waters and muddy pools. But
when Mary became Mother of God all

St. Matthew which tells of Christ’s
inno Jerusalem. The Car-

The ceremony of blessing and distri-

Liver
Trouble,
whom we revere, and have with us one I
years and grew

the Father of all. by “Fruit-a-tives”

proved in every way.
also cured the
which was so distressing in my case,”

&)

it was forbidden to use blessed candles
on Candlemas Day, to use ashes blessed
on Ash Wednesday, or to carry palms |

T0L0 BROTHER

One Suffered for Fifteen Years, the

Other for Thirteen.

erated. The « estimo«
: i 1 refer to the suppression ol eeremon- nial were neve more cle
2 | al worship occurring three and a half ’.“f“v“““_'-“‘ ca l‘»" Hug
' \ centuries ago not in a captious and com- \ ’!’;"‘ : " g .
e plaining spirit, still lessin a controver- Tahe Costigan being
]{ml temper. 1 allude to it rather to ywing the (br would
| give praise to (tod that 1« more healthy | ¢ medicine which had
| sentiment animates a large portion of | « ] [emuel Brown tried
| our separated brethren to-day. I'hey | ru cure l v‘nm‘ of
5 | bave begun to recognize not only the | Y l‘l‘n ‘i % .’.xf\ll‘."‘ltx‘-.\:xr;:
¥ ]:.l'.lit;.. but also the necessity of out- . 2 VRy  BE

|

“Three doctors told me

Hartland, N.B, Oct. 28th, 1907.
that 1 had
Disease and serious Sto

My stomach was very weak.
their medicines for thirtees
worse My brothes
Indigestion
after suffering for

took

(who was cured of terrible

15 years), recommer ded me to try these
wonderful
dozen boxes and have just finished the
sixth.

tablats. 1 bought hal &
1 eat all kinds of hearty foode
distress and am greatly im-
Fruit-a-
Oonstipation

without
hronic

(Signed) HUGH BROWN.
B0c 2 box, 6 for $2.60; a trial box,
25c. At dealers or from Frult-a-tives,
Limited, Ottawa.

spected. Never forget your duties as
Christian mothers. Never forget that
the child of a Christian mother is to be-
come, by baptism and by the training
and religious prineiples it receives,
a prince of Jesus. If each Christian
mother does her duty, then the world
will continually grow better. It isout
of the ranks of the poor that the great
men of the world come. They are the
men who bring the true nobility of the
earth.—True Voice.

What is a Friend ?
Dear Editor,—Ina recent issue of the
Recorp you asked for definitions of »
friend. Allow me to propose vue.
A friend is one that would not wrong
you in thought, word or deed, who re-
joices at your good fortune and is first
to offer sympathy and assistance in mis-
fortune, who overlooks your faults and
by a good Christian life and unselfish
spirit teaches you to love God and your
fellow man.

P. 8. Lynci,
Portage, P. E. L,

——

* VIOLIN FREE

This 18 a fine, handsoroe
A, fullelzed violine

us w Lite Vegetanl
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L all Weak
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tions of t
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motherhood became elevated into queen-
hood. Then the rights and powers of
motherhood began to be understood and
the sanctity of the home began to be re-

It continued in the English-speaking

We're

Kellogg’s Toasted Corn Flakes for Children—before going to School=—

with Milk or Cream,

Kellogg’s is in itself an entire, satisfying, delicious breakfast.

No Cooking=—no preparing=—no fussing with Cooking Utensils.

Kellogg’s is already cooked=—it's purified=—just add milk and serve.

invigorates and strengthens for the day's work.

10c.
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All
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TOASTED

He had been taught to believe that the | a satisfactory answer. ge===s
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Eat Kellogg’s tomorrow morning.

Made at
London, Canada.
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A Handsome Set of Cruets are Gifts 10
be appreciated,

THE MASS

an never have too beautiful a setting

We carry a large and varied Stock of
Altar Vessels and Plate.

OUR RANGE OF CHALICES AND
CIBORIA WILL SUIT ALL TASTES

W. E. Blake & Son

123 Church Street, Toronto, Can.

Valuable Fafm
Property For Saie

I'hree Hundred and Twenty Acres situated 14 miles
from Beatty Station, Sask. and eight miles west ol
Milfort. South half section Twenty-One, Township
Forty-Five, Range Twenty. West of second Meridian
black loam with clay sub soil, Terms, Three Dollars
per acre down, balance at six per cent, For further
particulars apply to B, H,, Catholic Record, London,
Ontario [ Y




