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Political Representatlon

It is an axiom of politial economy that all true
political representation must be, and can only be
based on definite economie interests.—Marx

Prof. Charles

\

Second installment of chapter 3,
A. Beards ‘*Economie Basis of Politics

The next issue will contain the first installment
cf chapter 2 of the same work. Chapter 2 has for
its title ‘‘ Economie Groups and the Structure of the
State’’ and deals with the character of the grouping
of the several eeconomie interests of the national eom
munities and the structure and working of
sentative political system in the Middl
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as a tendency on the

groups. Tht
- tendency is to the formation of Labor Parties of the
wage working interest, of Farmer Parties of the ag-
ricultural interest and the gradual merging of the
Democratic and Republican Parties in the U. 8. and
the Liberals and Tories in Canada into a single bour-
geois Party in each eountry by force of defeetion of
farmers and wage-workers. Whether this tendency
will develop and mature into a change of the pres-
cnt représentative system with whose theory and
philosophy, as Beard shows in this and the preeeding
installment Roussean had so much-to do is a matter
for time to tell. But calling attention to my quota-
tion from Marx, I say murder will out, important
economic group interest will express itself. no mat-
ter how a politieal representation system departs
In such case, however, there is lag,
leak and friction. Better if the appropriate machin-
ery is there to facilitate the translation of eeonomic
interest into social faet, as ‘‘R’’ might sgy. 2 g

from reality.

DOCTRINE OF POLITICAL EQUALITY
(Continued from last issue)

unreal, so ill-adapted to the world of industry,
commerce and agriculture, that its

nding. We ean hardly
agine how it co become the philosophy of any
people. An examinjtion into the course of cvents
however, makes lhe xplanation clear.

Natarally enough Rousseau’s philosophy did not
appeal to the French elergy and nobility, who were
aware of their interests and of their numerical in-
feriority. To them the social contract was poison-
ous and impious anarchy. ;

To the bourgeois, on the other hand, it presented
u different aspect. They had grown powerful in
numbers and wealth, and they felt keenly the op-
pressive privileges enjoyed by the clergy and no-
bility. They were determined to sweep away the
discrimination against them, and to eontrel the gov-
crnment.in their own interests. If they did not con-
template the destruction of the clergy and the no-
bility as classes, they did contemplate levelling them
down in their political and eeonomic privileges. The
clergy and the nobility had a monopoly of the phil-
csophy of divine right—the moral support of their
power. The bourgeois had to look elsewhere for a
philosophy to justify such levelling as they contem-
plated. They found it in Rousseau’s Seeial Con-
tract. Searching for an ethjcal support for their at-
fack upon two powerful groups, they exalfed ““the
people’’ a8 ~gainst all special privileges. They were
playing with fire and they knew it, but there seem-
ed no other philosophy at hand to serve as a foil for
their enterprise. Unwittingly they started a con-
flict, the consequence of which will last until the end
“of time. ~

In the shock of the Freneh Revolution the bour-
geois overthrew the nobility and the clergy. They
abolished the feudal rights-of, the former and seized
the y of the latter.. In their fear ofthe priv-
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But it may be asked how did this levelling doe-
trine of universal political equality find a foothold
iu the United States where there were no offieigl
clergy and nebility to be overthrown by the third
Well, some writers have laboured hard to
show that it is a French creation utterly at varianee
with Anglo-Saxon tradition—whatever that may
mean. In the imterest of truth, however, it should
be said that the f{ree-and-equal doetrine is not
French, but English in origin. Its beginnings among
English-speaking pedples may bhe traeed to the flood
of speculation that broke loose in England -during
the seventeenth eentury when the merchants and
gentry were engaged in a revolt against the erown
and aristoeracy., the clergy having broken a,een-
tury earlier by the blaff king. Henry VIII. who con-
fiscated mueh of their property. It was from Eng-
lish defenders of revolution, like John Locke, rath-
er than from French authors, that Jefferson derived
the gospel of the Deelaration of Independence.
Moreover the economie circumstanees in the United
States were on the whole favorable to the propa-
ganda of that word There was né established
clergy here. There was no titled aristoeracy. There
sueh proletariat as formed the “mob’’ of
Land was the ehief form of property and its
wide distributions among the whites (leaving the
slaves out of the aceount) hrouzh't about in fact a
considerable eeconomie equality to eorrespond to the
tkeory of political equality.

Moreover. at the time that America was eom-
mitted to the theory of politieal equality, the people
were engaged In a revolt against the government im-
posed upop them wunder the authority of Great
Britain. Like the third estate in France they need-
c¢d some effective and eompelling justification for
their extraordinary conduet. Of course the leaders
of the Ameriean Revolution could have said eoldlv:
‘“We are fighting for the plaration owners of the
Southy the merchants and landed gentry of the
North, and the froc farmers in both seetions. in or-
der that thev mav govern themselves.’’

Obviouslv. <uch a chilly deelaration of faet would
not have thrilled the masses. especiallv the mech-
anies of the towns who enioved no politieal rights
under either svstem. the old or themew. Tt was
have sometling that would rine
thronghout the eountrv. Hence the grand words of
the Deelaration of Tndependence : ““ All men are ere-
ated eanal”’ and ‘‘governments derive -their iust
powers from the consent of the soverned” There
were erities readv to point out that these high prin-
einles did not <ousre with slaverv. indentured ser-
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vitude. and politieal disfranchisement. bat thev did -

of their doetrine shrank from appiying it Nevez-
theless the grand words stood for all time, and ad-
vocates of manhood suffrage and woman suffrage -
afterward appealed to them with great effeet in at-
tzcking property and sex qualifications on the right
to vote
When onee the free-and-equal doetrine had been
i loose in the New World and the Old, it was im-
pessible to check its eourse. Steadily it made head-
ay against governments founded upon a class basis.
Steadily it supplanted the old philosophy of polities
which gave to property and to estates a place in the
process of government. Within seventy years after
Deeclaration of Independence the battle for white
inhood suffrage was virtually won in the United
Some old system of elass
privilege in politics remained, but they were regard-
cd as anachronisms. Time was to dispose of them.
merica was committed to the great doetrine that in
polities all heads are equal and all are enmtitled to

~tates

remnants of the

the same share of power in the government.

In Eunrope also political equalitarianism has done
icadly work in the cld order. In England it has not
heen earried to the same degree as in the United
States, but the Lords” Veto Aet, levelling down the
power of the ancient and honourable Chamber of
full of significance for the
In Sweden, in 1866, the four-class system
suffrage.
\ustria abandoned group representation in 1907.
The third French Republie abolished the Chamber
of Peers and substituted 1 Senate, now chosen by in-
direet election. At this moment China is in the
throes of a Revolution due to the struggle between
those who would establish a stable government on
the foundations of effective economic and miltary in-
terests, and those fired with a passion for ‘‘the rights
«f man."’

The logical application of Rousscau’s doetrine
of complete and abstraet human equality is elear
It means that the number of members in any legis-
lzture shall be apportioned among geagraphieal dis-
tricts apgroximately aceording to the number of in-
babitants without refereneg to their wealth, oecu-
pations, or interests. It means that all high publie
officers shall be elected by inajorities or pluralities.
Man is to be regarded as a ‘‘political”’ animal. No
account is to be taken of those sentiments and views
which, as Madison says, arise from the possession of
different degrees and kinds of property. All heads
are equal and, from the point of view of pulitics,
alike. The statesman is a mathematicidn eoncerned
with counting heads. The rule of numbers is en-
throned. The hemage once paid to kings is to be
paid to the statistics of election returns. Surely,
in a'l the history of thought, there is nothing more
wonderful than this 2

While this political revolution has been going -
¢n, have the economic groups onee recegnized w‘
statcsmen and political philosephers disappeared?.
The -answer is emphatie. It is to-be found in the
census retafns, which, as certainly as the doomsday
book of William the Congueror, record the perdur<”
ance of group and class interests despite the rhetoric

»* politieal equality. It is to be found in practisal
pohtlcs day by day. Dces any one think that s
thousand farmers or laborers, geing on. about their =
tasks, have thememﬁumeemtbfu-aﬂnda‘
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