3

AND HO

\[/'.? '
"7

S

M R

FOUNDED 1866.

S - — P N\
SUCN' -« -~ / “~

MAGAZIINT

B

VOL. XXI.

LONDON, ONT, AUGUST, 1886.

Whole No. 248.

REGISTERED 1IN ACCORDANGE WITH THE COPYRIGHT ACT OF 1875.
THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE & HOME MAGAZINE Gdiforial. purpose of instilling agrioultural soience into

—_—
WILLIAM WELD, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR,
—_—
THE LEADING AGRIC'ULTURAL JOURNAL PUBLISHED
IN THE DOMINION,

The FARMER’S ADVOCATE is published on or about the 1stof
mhommth. Is impartial -.n‘:lu independent of all cilques or
handso: illustrated with o and
the most profitable, practical and reﬁl: orma-
ﬂontorhnl-:n. dairymen, gardeners or stockmen, of any
publication
Terms of Subscri O —81.00 per year in advance ;
if in arrears; %}e copies, 10c. each, New subscrip-

to until an explicit order
is received for its discontinuance and all payment of
. is made as required by Taw.
Remittances lhouldbemndedlmctwthhom either b;
Letter or Money Order, which wl?f'be at on¥
! When made otherwise we cannot be responsible,
Always give the Name or the Post Office to which your
paper issent. Your nan 5 cannot be found on our books
unf’; this is done.

Dlsconllllunee!-—nemember that the publisher must be
:&dﬂsd bxulemr when a ns't“li:ﬂ ")vinnges his paper
pped. arrearages m paid. our

H:per will not enable us to discontinue it, as we eanynot

your name on our books unless Yyour Post Office
dress is given.

ad
The h'!ul& tlg}t all subscribers to newspa, are held

T until all arrearag d, th

ordered to be discontinued. RESTRRKLs el Shair g
The Date on your Label shows to what time your

subscription is paid.

Advertising Rates—sg; le insertion, 25 ts line.
Contract rates furnishod on aeeriol, % cents per line

Ad
THE FARMER’S ADVOOA!
360 Richmond
LONDON ONT., OaNADA.

Our Monthly Prize Essays.,
CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION.

1.—No award will be made unless one essay at
least comes up to the standard for publication,

2.—It is not necessary for essayists to agree with
our policy, 8o long as they give sound reasons for
differing from us.

38.—The essays will be Jjudged by the ideas, argu-
ments, conciseness and conformity with the subi'ect,
and not by the grammar, punctuation or spel ing,
our object being to encourage farmers who have en-
Joyed few educational advantages.

4.—Should one or more essays, in addition to the
one receiving the first prize, present a different view
of the question, a second prize will be awarded, the
sum being deck‘ied by ourselves in each case, and
1the essay will appear in the same or in & succeed-
ng issue.

Our prize of $5.00 for the h@t original
essay on Agricultural Exhibitions asEdyca-
tional Imstitutions for the Farmer and his
Family, has been awarded to S. A, Laidman,
Binbrook, Ont. The essay appears in this
issue,

A prize of $5.00 will be given for the best
original essay on the following subject: On
what Basis can the Middlesex Agricultural
Council and Our Farmers most Harmoniously
Co-operate for the Best Interests of Agriculture ?
Essays to be handed in not later than August
15th,

A prize of $5.00 will be given for the best
original essay on How to Regulate Fall Work
on the Farm most Profitably. Essays to be
handed in not later than Sept. 15th,

Education for the Farmer and his
Family, .

The significance of this subject at the present
time can no longer be questioned. It is there-
fore very essential that a firm foundation be
established ; otherwise look out for booms,
Agriculture is now in a transition stage, and
farmers must move with the times or suffer the
consequences. Before dwelling upon this ques-
tion, the existing systems O agricultural edu.
cation should be glanced at, and if the princi-
Ples are sound, there can be little left to be
desired.

The agricultural exhibition, supposed to be
the chief source of education for adult farmers,
is a miserable failure, as we have often pointed
out. It costs our farmers heaps of money and
does more harm than good. Two or three
years ago, the Government commenced to offer
annual prizes to students who passed certain
examinations in various agricultural branches,
which has stimulated a few to read and study
agricultural works, but the advantages by no
means compensate for the outlay. The Agricul-
tural and Arts Association gives annual prizes
for essays on agricultural topics, but the infor-
mation 80 obtained is far inferior to that con-
tained in the agricultural press, and does not
reach the masses. The people’s money 8o in-
vested does not produce adequate returns,
The public money squandered in fat-stock
shows would produce far better results if it
were dumped into the middle of the Atlantic,

The Ontario Agricultural College- has proved.

beneficial in teaching the principles of agricul-
ture, but the number of Canadian farmers bene-
fited is small compared with the expense in-
volved ; and the good accomplished by the
College has been offset by the mismanagement
of the Model Farm, where the managers- are
utterly incapable of applying the first princi-
ples of agriculture to their farm operations,
The money squandered in prize farms is unpro-
ductive of desirable results, as well as false in
principle, and the Government grant should be
abolished. As a rule, the public moneys spent
in 8o-called agricultural education have really
gone to furnish an asylum for semi-literary
hacks and others who were not born to earn
their bread by personal exertions.

The only free and indeperident source of
agricultural education is the agricultural press.
By its own exertions, it has to compete with
Government squanderings on every side. From
many quarters there are clamorings for agricul-
tural professors to stump the country for the

the farmers’ minds. The press dare not go ex-
tensively into the science of agriculture owing
%o the prejudice against “book-farming,” a ma-
jority of farmers believing that all which they
cannot comprehend is nothing but theory ; a
statement must be simple and practical, its
truthfulness being a matter of secondary ocon-
sideration. ‘In roality, the more scientific, the
more truthful, and usually also the more tech-
nical. The press will furnish science enough
when its readers are prepared to accept it as
their guide. The politicians are laboring to
make the agricultural press subservient tools,
and if the public expenditures for s0-oalled
agricultural purposes ocontinue in a much
greater ratio, they may sucoeed, but never,
never 80 far as the ADVOOATE is concerned. It
will suffer collapse before it submits,

The question to be solved is, How can agri-
cultural expenditures be reduced and the prin-
ciples of agriculture be more successfully and
widely disseminated amongst our farmers and
their families? Our agricultural exhibitions
would be one of the most practical educational
mediums for farmers if they had not beer re-
duced to fat-stock shows and gambling dens on
the most improved American style, and if the
prizes were awarded for the encouragement of
deairable objects, instead of for rings of ‘specu-
lators. The principle has been that the highest
prizes be given for objects that will draw the
greatest crowds for the benefit of show specu-
lators. 8o long as farmers entertain no loftier
ideas than these concerning agricultural educa.
tion, there will be no scope for improvement,

With all these facts before our eyes, we have
faint hopes for the adult gemeration. We
would educate the budding farmers to a loftier
comprehension of the principles of agriculture,
In order to accomplish this object; making the
truth reach the masses instead of the classes,
the science and technicalities of the subject
should be introduced into our public schools,
This plan would involve no additional expense,
Our coming farmers would then be readers and
thinkers in matters pertaining to their profes-
sion ; they could readily unite on a basis of
sound principles, and the politician would be
compelled to appeal to their judgment instead
of inflaming their passions.

Our prize essayist has made a very good ex-
position of the subject. He may, ‘however,
have laid too much stress on winning the re.
spect.of our city cousins, Farmers’ sons and
daughters, as a rule, have more manners than
their city cousins, although they may have less
etiquette, Farmers should be more prone to
adopt a code of etiquette suitable to their
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