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There is food for grave reflection
in the history of the export apple
trade of the past winter. Instead of
our reputation for high grade fruit
being enhanced by the season’s busi-
ness, it has been retarded. The re-
ports of fraudulently packed fruit
that has come across the water the
past six months, have been more nu-
merous than for any season since the
Fruit Marks Act came into force
Not only have cases of fraudulently
packed fruit been frequently reported,
but there has been deception in other
ways not at all creditable to the Can-
adian exporter. Only the other day
the Canadian Trade Cgmmissioner at
Birmingham reported the case of a
dealer in that ecity who contracted
for 1,000 barrels of russets, 76 per
cent. to be No. 1 grade, and the bal-
ance No. 2. He cabled a credit to
Montreal, and cash was paid on pre-
sentation of the invoices and bills or
lading. On the arrival of the first
shipment of 160 barrels, only 20 bar-
rels were acording to invoice. Out ot
another lot of 195 barrels. invoiced as

. | cessful
R been the means of annually increas-

russets, only 24 barrels were of that
variety.

l

| sel!
(ommenlmg on this transaction the mondmonl

of the case.

A rotation, good in it-
, is by no means applicable to all
It must be moulded to fit

at Bir
| “Although Canadian apples
higher quality than those of any ulher
country, the market is being injurea |
by the shipment of fruit, which, for

and | the credit of the country, should have

been thrown into the St. Lawrence.
This sort of thing is unfair to other |
shippers whose brands are as good as
gold. If shippers would pay more at-
‘tennon to quality and less to quantity,
| they would make more money."

This is sound advice and apple |

% |packers and shippers should profit |}

by it. All said and done the fraudu-

lent packing and shipping of fruit is
confined to comparatively few of those |
|in the rade. But these few keep at
. |it and by their deccoive practices are
| bringing lasting discredit on our fruit
[lrad(‘ The minister of agriculture’s

| .
| request to make the fruit marks act

M | more drastic cannot be granted any

%% | too soon. Urgent measures are need-
ed Nothing short of i

| now,

WILL WHEY BUTTER PAY?

There is one thing those who con-
template making whey butter should
bear in mind. Butter prices are high
but may not continue so.
Should values get back to normal or
below normal as they are likely to do
at any time, in what condition would
the market for whey butter be. There
would practically be no profitable
market for it and factorymen who
have gone to the expense of puumg
n for its
would find their investment a lo!al
loss. No one would buy whey butter
if he could get the genuine article
at a moderate price. This is one
reason why factorymen should go
“slow’” on the whey butter question.

There is another reason. To safe-
guard our butter trade it may become
nc(essarv for the government to en-
act lling the brand-

ilur the second or third offence will
bring some of these offenders to time.
Canada’s fruit trade is a growing
and important one. It must not be
allowed to be jeoparlized by the per-

* | sistent breaking of the law by a few
- | unscrupulous individuals.

CROP ROTATION
Many farmers have mapped out for

any
themselves the system of crop rota-

tion they purpose introducing this
coming seed time. Many others al-
ready have in working order, a suc-
plan of rotation, which has

ing the returns from their farms.
There are still others, however, who
practice no rotation at all.

Crop rotation is the very foundation
of future success in agriculture. But,
someone asks, ‘““What has it done
in the past? It is results we are look-
ing for.”” Results are in evidence on
every side. In a large number of
localities are to be found farms that
a few years ago were the poorest in |
the neighborhood. To-day, they are
among the best. This did not happen
by chance. It was due to the ability
of some enterprising farmer, who hap-
pening along, recognized his oppor-
tunity, bought the farm and then,
by an intelligent system of crop rota- |
tion, together with live stock, brought
the farm to its present high state of
productiveness.

Crop rotation aids directly in the
production of crops. It requires
thought to lay out and direct a ro-
tation. It invariably happens that at
the same time, more brains are thrown
into other branches of farm work.
System is introduced thereby into all |
’hnn practice and the whole is put
|upon a business basis.

It has been said of farmers that
I"lhcy put no business into their busi-
.ness This, unfortunately, is true
| with many. It behooves us, there- |
Hnre, if we are to make a success
|of our calling, to make more of a|
| business of it than we have here-
tofore. Nowhere can a better start
be made than by working out a sys-
tem of crop rotation that will best
adapt itself to the special conditions

ing of this product as whey butter.
If this were done the price would
drop immediaely. The consumer
would not buy it in place of the gen-
uine article. Its sale would depend
largely upon the demand for it for
cooking or confectionery purposes
and here it would have to compete
with the cheap grades of dairy but-
ter, of which there is usually a large
supply on the market. Brought down
to this level the manufacture of whey
butter could not be made profitable
at least for the average cheese fac-
tory

There there is the question of its
effect upon our regular butter trade.
This trade is as yet in its infancy
It is capable of wide expansion if
handled in the proper way. But any
movement that would injure the repu-
tation of Canadian butter, both at
home and abroad, as those in the
trade claim the manufacture of whey
butter would, should be guarded
against by our dairymen. At best the
making of whey butter, even if large-
ly practiced, would be only an insig-
nificant side line, as compared with
our cheese and butter trade. If it
would in any way hamper the devel-
opment of our regular lines of dairy
products for which Canada has ob-
tained dn enviable reputation, its
manufacture would be a loss rather
than a gain to our dairymen. They
should look into the whey butter ques-
tion carefully before taking action
and ask themselves: “Is the game
worth the candle.”

DO NOT NEGLECT THE SOIL

Proper soil cullivation is of the
greatest importance in securing good
crops. It is poor business to sow
good seed on badly prepared land.
All land should be in the best condi-
tion of tilth possible before sowing.
This helps in retaining the moisture
in the soil; it aids the plant in ob-
taining nourishment, and in many
ways ensures better crops.

Many farmers in & hurry to com-
plete seeding operations give the land
scant cultivating. This is a mistake.

It will pay to delay sowing several
days, rather than have the seed put
in, in unprepared land. A ecouple of
days extra spent now in preparing the
sced bed will be well worth while.
The future crop depends largely upon
the start it gets in the spring time.
Beed sown on well tilled land will
germinate quicker, all things consid-
ered, and grow better, than the same
quality of seed sown on land not thor-
oughly cultivated.

Do not, therefore, sow the seed un-
til the land is ready for it. Do not
begin cultivating the land before con-
ditiohs are favorable for its cultiva-
tion. Boil cultivated when too wet
will be lumpy. Wait until it dries
off. Tt will work better and can be
put into the fine tilth desired quicker

DON'T USE FROZEN OATS FOR

SEED

A great many oats from the Cana-
dian Northwest are coming into On
tario for feeding purposes. A large
percentage of these are frozen, and
are quoted on the market as rejected.

While just as valuable for feeding

purposes as the good stuff they are of
no use for seced. Some of them will
not germinate more than 1o per cent.

Farmers should not attempt to use
these oats for seed. If they were
suitable for this purpose the Domin-
ion government would not have to
loan $3,000,000 to the West to pur-
chase seed oats and other grains this
spring. Only seed of strong vitality
should be sown. And to make sure
that it is good make a germinating
test.

Our editorial on “The associations
and milk inspection,, has brought a
reply from the president and secre-
tary of The Dairymen’s Association of
Western Ontario. This is published
elsewhere in this issue. In the edi
mrhl oomplulned of, the Dairymen’s

were ded for
having appointed officials to detect
and prosecute patrons who water their
milk. When we referred to the state-
ment that there is no money in the
milk inspection business, there was
no intention to imply that the
Dairymen’s Associations were trying
to make a profit out of the work. Our
thought was simply to point out that
the revenve derived through fines,
makes this work practically self-
sustaining. The letter of the presi-
dent of the Western Ontario Dairy-
men’s Association, published else-
where in this issue, proves this to
be the case. We have no desire to
discourage this line of work, as long
as it is necessary. The convietions
that were secured last year show tha
it is necessary. There would be less
need for it, however, were more of
our factories to pay for their milk by
the test

The appointment of Mr. Justice
Maybee to succeed the late Chief Jus-
tice Killam, as chairman of the Raijl-
way Commission seems to meet with
general approval. The increased pow-
ers recently given to the commission
increased its responsibility to the pub-
lic and to that extent the new head
lies a more onerous task than his
predecessor, though the adding of two
new members as the Government pro-
pose doing, will doubtless relieve the
situation somewhat,
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