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the One to whom the heart is opened and poured 
out; “ 1 acknowledged my sin unto Thee. 1 said, 
I will confess my transgression unto the Lord.” 
There is no “ creature that is not manifest 
in His sight : but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do ’* 
(HeK iv„ 13), It is a solemn thought that we have 
to do with God ; and when once this truth gets fast 
hold on the conscience, the effort at concealment 
from Him produces the exquisite misery described 
in the two preceding verses. Confession gives re­
lief, because it at once puts us in the actual place 
of having to do with God. It practically acknow­
ledges that all things are naked and opened unto 
His eyes, that He is the rightful and truthful fudge, 
that what His word says of the evil of our hearts 
is true. Then is God justified by confession. This 
is true if God were regarded only in the character 
of a Judge. But how much more is God justified, 
when confession is made, under the sense of His 
love as known in the Gospel of His grace. There 
is it deepest, and fullest, and most truthful ; then 
the forgiveness of the iniquity of transgression, 
leads the same heart and lips which have confessed 
unto sin, to make confession unto salvation. And 
in this we find the deepest elements of the charac­
ter of the saint. He had before but one subject of 
thought and study ; that was himself : he has 
another, the Christ of God. Has he to speak of 
the first, it is the language of confession, ever 
deepening as he advances in the knowledge of the
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