Ralrirading w'th Christ.

(Coprright, 1goe, by :l:rinu Tract Sodiely.)
CHAFTER VIIL

REBUILDING A KEPUTATION.

OE BEXTON found it a very slow and
difficult matter, after his - discluaeg
from the railroad, to work hack into
“w |uc~iliun of even moderate tespect-

ability and profit. The times were hard, amd
some men's hearts seented hard, ton,  Able-
bodied men stood in groups illing on the street
corners, ot worked for pittances which even a
boy would despise in ordinary times, Al Yises of
business seemed to be at a standstill, exeept the
liquor trade, Yet, even in these hard times, the
saloons did a rushing business, and, hy some
strange and sad folly of procedure, the beer pail
was replenished even while the dinner pail went
empty,

But Joe Benton knew hetter than to spend |
what little money hie could earn with difficnlty
for drink. His church  and  Sabbath-school
teaching had all been in the direction of tempes-
ance.  Joe's pastor. Mr. Welton, well knew how
Joe stood on these questions, and he had the
highest regard for the manty fellow,  He had
steadily refused to believe tuat Joe had heen
guilty of carelessness at Walnut Siding, as was
charged, and had tried to find him employment
it varions directions, yet with only partial sue.
vess,  Many prople continued to be cruelly sus.
picions of Joe.  More than one prominent busi-
ness man refused point-blank to provide him with
any employment—so difficult is it in this world
for those who are once down to regain the confi-
dence and esteem of those who are “‘up.**

Yet Joe Benton, all  undiscouraged, went
quietly and persistently about the work of re.
building his reputation.  He had a humble con-
fidence in h'mself and his own sincerity of pur-
pose, and believed that in the providence of God
some day a chance would offer for the retrieving
of that *'good name'” which is better than riches,
In those dark days Joe's favorite s myg was,

“*Ask the Saviour to 1e'p vou,
Comfort, strengthen and keep you;
He is willing to aid you,
He will carry you through!"

Joe Benton had one very good trait of char.
acter, and that was his readiness to turn his
hand to any work that offered.  He had ne false
pride, but was willing to earn a little money by
sweeping out a store, sawing wood for a neigh-
bor, running a milk wagon, or even by going on
crrands “like a boy."  Of course, all this was
not as comfortable and agreeable as receiving
regular weekly wages, but Joe tried to make the
best of things, and to possess himself with
patience, even when he most seemed to be the
slave of vircumstances.

It happened, now, one Sunday, that Mr,
Welton gave out as his text, at morning service,
the verse, “'Do all things without murmurings
and disputings.””  He had a way of every now
and then preaching from somewhat out-of-the-
way verses in the Bible—* picking the flowers by
the wayside in the Bible country,’”” he called it,
Joe almost smiled when Mr. Welton gave cut this
particular text, which cautioned the Romans
about *‘murmurings,’’ since his own good mother,

thinking to cure Joe, when yet a small boy, of a |

spirit of sulkiness which threatened to become
habitual, had printed that verse on a card, and
hung it up in her boy's room, so that he could
see it every morning upon arising. And ever
since then Joe had retained those words in recol-
lection, and, in obedience to thcir counsl, had
tried on many an occasion to do this or that hard
thing withont murmuring and disputing.

So the days and weeks went by, while Joe and
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L his mother struggled on, trying deaperately to
javoid sacr fi jog the honse, and orly poaviding
(them elves ma e with the hare necessaries of
I lite,  Com, elled, hwe or, finally to part with
Vthe dittle hone which so eouly lid sheltered
thew for years, My Beaaton and e son sally
peetied up their furmtore an ' reanived into
| nanower quarters in a dreary lodging house not
R off. 18 was a sorrowful and most depressing
L expericnce, and seqniced all the Christian faith
" that exther possessed 1o emable them to bear it
subaissively and bravely,
Bt cven in their deep trouble the mother and
son found thne and heart to think of others as
badly off as themsehves
Word came one day that Joe's Unele Silas, who
1% v a sinall farm some distane: from Orange
Junctive, was fecling very pootly, and  wonid
wmuch like to see Joe—if only he conhd manage to
come up there and make a little visit,

1
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)
|
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Three Kinds Of Christians,
It geems to me we have got about three classes
| of Christians: the fiest class, v the thid ehapter
I of John, were those who got life.  They believed
1 on the Son and were saved and there they  rested
Vsatisfied.  They did not scek any thing higher,
| Then in the fourth chapter of Jolin we come 10 a
| better class of Christians,  There it was a well,
hiving water binbbling up,  There are a few of
shese but thev are not a lundredth paet of the
first class.  But the best clas is in the seventh
chapter of Jonn: “Out of his helly shall flow
rivers of living water.”  ‘That is the kind of
Christian we ought to be,

When I was a boy [used to have to pump
water for the cattle.  Al, how many times [ have
{ pumped with that old right hand until it ached,
and many times 1 used to pump when T could not
get any water, and 1 was taught that when the
pump was dry T must pour a pail of water down
. the pump and then I could get the water wp.
i And that is what Christians want—a well of liv.
ing water.  We will have plenty of grace ta spare

{ «-all we need onrselves and  plenty  for others.
"We have got imo the way now  of digging
"artesian wells better,  “They don’t pump now 1o

get the water, but when they dig the well they
cut down tirough the gravel and through the
clay perhaps 1,000 or 2,000 feet, not stopping
+ when they can pump the water up, but they cuat
; & lowver strata and the water flows up abnndantly
ot itself.  And so we ought every one of us to be
like artesian wells, God bas got grace enough
for every one of us, and if we were only full of

Religious News.

At the close of my sermon
on Sunday morning, March

Moxcroy, Firsy

N. B.

haptizing eight more recent
| converts,  Others are now awaiting the ordin-
ance.
. great blessing he has poured out upon us.
a ‘e now holding sp ¢l Iserviees at Lewisville, and
already several have signified their intention to
follow Clirist in the ordinance which h: himself
appointed and conformed to.
eight, since the new year, have been baptized.
We have tried as a church to honor God by the
preaching of the gospel, and he has honored us,
D, AUrcHiNsoN,

Our special meetings were
well attended and the inter-
est good.  Backsliders re-
turned to the Father and some were converted.
Not all was accomplishad which we hoped for,
but the church was strengthened so that we are
e couraged to expect still g.eater victories for
Christ in the future,
We are now organizing along Bible study aud
missionary lines so as to be in better shape as a
church for our next campaign,

Hamryox, N, B

. 8. Suaw,

the Holy Gliost waat joxe we w.unld have !'—

16th, I had the pleasure of
We are truly thankful to God for the '

We

Thus far fifty- .

We expect baptism soon, |

We have no increase of
JACKSONVILLE,  members to report, Yet we
Carreron Co, believe that our people are
N. B, ey strengthened i the
i divine life and bnilt upinthe
; faith of Cod's elet,  Our congregations are
i;,-m-l and to the preached Word are .mumw
i [ am now on my second vear on this fickd, “The
Tines are fallen to aw in pleasant places.” 1 live
i and labor amonyg a kindand good people. During
the winter T have received donations as follows:
Jacksonville, 836 Jacksontown 334, and from a
hrother at Avendale § bushels of good wheat,
when taken to onr roller mill gives flour equal to
Cthe hest imported,  May the Lord reward these
. people with spiritu: nhnl.crgum-n( We have had
fawvisit from Brother Adams i the interests of
. the 20th century fund, We all enjoved him very
wmach and his coming 1o ws will produce lasting
good,  As this is pre-eminently the seed sowing
dispensation it is ours 10 scatter the good seed
i bestde all waters,

Joseen A, Canur,

I have heen on this field for
TRMPERANCE VALK, the past four months, the
hardest part of the year in
this scetion,  The work has
been enjoved and 1 trast owned and  blessed by
the Masterof the vinevard, 1 have found a
people here whese hearts and iomes are open to
us, and many of them have sought to make us
fret at home among them, At my coming the
churel prese nted the parsonage with a nice new
¢ range, costing about $30, and also blinds costing
$4 90, These additions add much to make the
little new parsonage at Temperance Vale home-
like and pleasant,  The various parts of the
field have raised in that time about 885, besides
raising money topay old debts,  Also money is
heing raised to paint the parsonage, which has
not yet heen painted outside.  Inaddition to this
a barn is on the way, Mr, Geo. Burden of
 Hawkshaw has donated 1000 feet of lumber and
Mr. Edwin Wiggins of Staples Settlement soco
shingles,  The frame is also either entirely
offered or partly.  So although the field is poor
and numbers small nevertheless there is a sign of
life among us.  All this has been done without
i socials or bean suppers.  There has heen
and ready mind on the part of the
people and those whoe have given have done it
cheerfully as to the Lord, so far as T know,
May the hearts of our people everywhere be
opened and enlarged, so the tithes may come into
Giod's store house and then we shall be ready
and we shall receive the blessing of the Lord,
May the great Head of the dumh revive us
again from our bondage is our daily prayer.,
Yours in his service,
W. ArTEMAS ALLEN,

N. B

Our services are well attend-
CuirMAN STATION, ed. The Young People have

opened a reading room which
promises to be an attraction to the railroad men
+ and many strangers now visiting here.. A good
spritual interest is discernible in all onr social
services.,

A note from Bro, C W. Townsend informs us
that he has decided to return to New Brunswick.
He thus writes:

*‘Mrs. Townsend and 1 have both made upour
minds to return to Canada,  We have several
reasons for adopting such a course.  First, I am,
as I think I before said, out of touch with the
loose practices of Baptists on this side. I could
hardly take an onen communion church, as both
my wife and 1 believe in an uncompromising
Baptist atiitude. I could not be happy in any
such a pastorate now. - Secondly, we prefer the
| Canadian climate. ‘I have had cold upon cold
| since I have been in London, and some of the

children have not been at all well.  Besides too
Canadn is their native land and they want to go
{ | back.
‘ ‘Things seem to have deteriorated in England,
religiously and in other ways. The drinking
customs are dreadful in London. The churches

do not seem to have their former grip upon the
people, and too often resort to all kinds of world-
| 1y expedients to attract the masses.

Personally I have most enjoyed here the ser-
vices of the strict Baptist churches. There is a




