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want to know what this "coming Ush- r e honesty in n false light. If 
faith ” Is to be. by a reading of th» theie be anyone who Is ready to throw 
book Mr. Usher telle us how he rame a nolsesome bri-1 \a* at hie originality 
to And relief to his soul while exam- of thought, a* the Pharisees once did 

It has never been easy to get the in|ngt during the forty years of Ills to tie Master's sanctity of behaviour, 
world to pause for a moment amid novitiate, the riddle f existence. the writer would advise
the bustle of Its uee-and-wont excite- •• In the forty years that l ave pass- JJjJLMr' book"
ments. to think of the deeper Import, ed/' he says. " I have coi.tantlv *mMj**i 
of Its very existence. Hut the moment îî!™ as being'the great enigma. ‘have Christ back to a rational 
has surely come when society will have gougbt the truth without any désir» well as the doctrine of lhe_T*‘,"'ty 

- to c.11 n halt In lia " decllno.an,l-fnll " raoept to got at roallty. To do thla. t «"d “rom"^^ proLnV
tendencies, aa lately set forth Ly I-ord .tuellI rny own consciousness and n , th, phennmena „f the unlvor-
Rosebery In hl. famous speech. If there », mind ,h„. dealing
be any saving grace In Its phllan- believing that. If I could clearly reach topics as Immortality, the 
throplcs and ethical energies. The the true *£>*»£ =f the*^ key- Hum.nl * Force,
great main argument In favor of bv wh|rh f „ a, the Origin of Life, etc. The whole
Church Union Is knocking at the Uuor ,u^ou“ded and ,,nrl of whlch I was. hook Is certainly s message to the 
of our civilisation to Save It from re- ... Z ioam^ wlth doc »tommty to
trogresslon In any of its phases or •• j observed and studied man us h» think of humanity and Its needs In 
elements. What we have of civilisa- has been and now Is. seeking In his- the matter of the Christian 
tlon Is an evolution of what we have tory and literature the reflected light message comes from the village or
had and there must be no going hack whlch ml«ht Illumine the dark places Grafton, away up on the ahady elopes

' . . .. In my own consciousness. Everything overlooking the town of Worcester,
to what was, through the discarding became stimulating, suggestive and ami within an hour's ride or so from
of any ethical force that has been Interesting. Having willed to know, I Boston. The world Is certainly awalt-
maklng our civilisation what It Is. It found that I had certain feelings and lng golm. such a message as thla. even

„ mprt. truism to sav that the civil- experiences rising from the things i ,f lt only be n further preparing of
Is a mere truism sn> tnai tne c vii ConaolouaIy did. About these I though the wav for (he coming faith and
Isatlon which has no religion for a seeking the explanation of the mys- saving grace o( a Christian civilization
mainstay Is more or less a makeshift terlous fact that I could thus will. that would eliminate from It all traces
of despair: and It Is a matter of his- feel, think, and consciously act. I nf an enervn'lng paganism.

. , , , /__, . came to accept the conception of an
tory that whenever society has los |mmanont God. • and then working 
faith in Its rellgl"ii. from Its having a|ongi step by step, relying always on
become tuberculosed by self-seeking experience and observation, I h
profuMlonallem. that Ita tendency ha» reached a aolutlon which
always been towards ethical détériora- ,,hc constant pres-
tlon even to the point of degradation ence of God as an indwelling force or
The world Is not worse to-day than It Influence. I am clearly conscious of
ha. been: but I-ord Rosebery Calm. “EpT”,? ïpftV' it
that It Is In danger of Incoming as not mean to HUKgvat or Imply nnv
bad as It has been; while Mr. Usher. trace of what Is commonly called mys-
In this new book of his, tries to con- ticlsm. for I do not move towards th»
vlnce us that the danger comes from disparagement, but towards the ex-

. , _ altatlon of the human Intellect and tho
the lack of faith in the stability of our ^ n >e,f

THE COMING FAITH.*
By Dr. J. M. Harper, Quebec.
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at least THE REV. JOHN McNEILL.
The Rev. John McNeill has relin

quished the pastorate of Christ Church, 
Westminster, after a year's trial. The 
congregation earnestly desired him to 
remain, hut Mr. McNeill has declined 
to do so, alleging difficulties partly 
specillcd, and partly unspevllled. We 
regret Ills decision very much, for his 
own sake and for the sake especially 
of the Free Churches. Mr. McNeill Is 
at the height of Ills powers, and these 
powers are very uncommon. He has 
great physical strength, a true gift 
of oratory, an Immense Intellectual 
fertility, and an unmlstakuhle zeal for 
the Gospel. But these fine gifts have

I do not discover nnv 
ny incommunicable 
whelming and self- 

conceptions of God. Mv

religious affections. Çfo civilization has ecstatic states, an
any overattained to the glory of the Chris

tian civilization; and yet this sam» 
Christian civilization Is In the way of 
discerning the worm-eating that I» 
going on In Its wood-work; and unless 
It be convinced that the great founda
tion stone which has given It its nam» 
Is as stable as ever, there Is the threat
ening decay of an Augustine period 
staring us In the face, as a fate recur- 

The ready ac-

personallty Is not extinguished, but 1»
expanded and developed. I do not been largely neutralised by an Indis- 
glve up reason, but use It more and position to bear the yoke of hard work, 
more, get more and more out of It as continued year In and year out, through 
a spiritual force that links me with shine and rain,
God and makes me all that I am worse,, through 
While I doubtless realize the same es- Twice Mr. McNeill has put Ills hand 
sentlul experiences us the veriest mys- to the plough In London and twice he 
tic, I give them a different Interpre- has looked back. First he undertook 
tatlon—see them as a result for which the pastorate of Kegent-squa 
my lige hps long been a preparation; terlan Church, and after he 
aa In part an Intuition, In the true some two years there he threw It up, 
mystic sense, but os In a greater de- leaving behind him no very definite 

e the product of conscious mental mark. Then came a long period of 
Is Indeed Immediately pres- miscellaneous evangelising, apparent

ent through Intuition, but this very ly less and less effective as the ye
Is essentially Intellectual went on. Then came the Invitation 

y. It Involves Insight, us» to Christ Church and the year's work 
faculties, and comes as now ended. Hud the mutter concern- 

rlences ed Mr. McNeill himself merely, we 
al In- should have said nothing, but for the 

sake of the Free Churches, and for the 
sake of Free Church ministers, we 
register an earnest protest against the 

pres- abandonment of great tasks because 
before they are difficult. It has been well ob- 

ved that a difficulty Is a thl 
Professor 1

through better and 
success and failure.

are Preshy- 
had been

ring In Its own case, 
ceptance of the Christian religion by 
the pagan world looks to us os having «re< 
something of a miracle about It. The e" 
miracle, however, was In the turning 
of human despair away from the dis
sipations of the animal life—the 
of physical exaltation and amphl- 
theatrlcal excitements—which had been 
sought ns a retreat from the exposed 
humbug of religious forms and cere- 

•• Give us an honest religion,” 
mammon - worshlp- 

In a word, th»
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Intuition 
that Is to sa 
of developed 
the elimination of ma 
and reflections. All 
sight Is spiritual, and It leads one to 
see more and more that which 1» 
divine In the ordinary life functions, 
to discover Chid and the divine 
ence In much of the life that 
had been deemed commonplace, 
not secure any positively new life, t •%
I awoke to the divine significance tài 
had always been In my life while I h. 
been blind to Its presence. I awoke to 
u realizing sense of what had always 
been surrounding me without recog
nition from me. I saw how f had 
been using divine forces and had been 
under divine Influences without know
ing It. I merely woke up to the truth 
which had Indeed been Implicit In all 
my dally life during all the years. In a ties, l 
word, all has become alive and real, found 
so that everything that has any value 
or Interest Is spiritual. Religion seems.
Indeed, to be the secret of the highest 

of happy -and contented living, 
troubled by no doubts or fears, 

but I am Intensely Interested In trying 
pprehend more deary and feel 
deeply the spiritual forces that 

these se' .• to be the
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my expe 
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monies.
exclaimed these 
liers, or give us none, 
national reason would, then ns now. 
have the truth and nothing but th» 
truth In the methods of their approach 
to the truth. The superstitions of tem
ple professionalism and pagan sym
bolism were not of the God of Truth- 
and, therefore, could 'have no place In 
search for truth or the salvation of 
society. And the pleading was but th» 
ploughing of the field that was t» 
bear Its harvest In behalf of a Chris
tian religion and a Christian civiliza
tion.

ilack-
dM

be overcome. One of 
le's favourite mottoes was, "All noble 
things are difficult." Those who have 
the true, herloc, and chivalrous spirit 
of Christianity will not be repelled but 
drawn by difficulties, 
look out for what 1s vulg 
presslvely called a "soft Job." Indeed, 
there are remorkahl> few of such In

church*

will not

eat London 
hie difflcul- 

God men have been

storate. Our 
es present form 

thank
to meet and confront them year 
year without fainting, 
has had successors I

gre
Ida

but

Mr. Mo
ri Regent- 

he

after 
Nelli
square who have done the work 
andoned. He will have successors In 
Christ Church who will do the same 
thing. Dr. Campbell Morgan, 
had at his command the pulpits or tne 
richest churches In England and 
America, deliberately chose Westmins
ter Chapel without guarantee of any 
kind, and his example has heightened 
and brightened the Ideals alike of mini
sters and of laymen.—British Weekly.

And no other Is it with the demand» 
and expectations of the universal mind 
In man that would guide our present- 
day civilization aright. Mr. Usher 
calls his new book an " Interpretation 
of the Coming Faith ."and there ar» 
thousands, with no avenging theologi
cal brickbat In their hand, who wll»

when he

environ me, for ... 
only realities of Ilf»An Interpre-• The Greek Gospel, 

tatlon of the Coming Faith, by Ed
ward P. Usher, A.M., LL.B., Grafton. Now, In face of all this, the first Im

pulse of some will be to place Mr.


