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THE STEWARD,

How best to use the money that has
been made is becoming a problem worth
considering. For many years the pro-
blem has been how to make money, now
some men have to think what they are to
do with it. To this problem there are
many solutions,  All, however, are capa-
ble of the broad double classification of
the Selfish and Unselfish.  Perhaps few
are wholly the one or entirely the other.
Selfishness and \fishness are blended
in varying proportions in the purpose of
most lives, especially where the spending
of means is concerned.  Unfortunately
we must conclude that the element of sel-
fish is the basal element, the other
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At present the secular papers are busy
villifying public men. The man who can
use the vilest ink, and put it to the vilest
use, is the popular man on the journal.
Much of what is written is unfit to be
read in the homes of the people. The
papers offer special inducements to take
the journal until after the election, but too
often the beginning of that appeal should
be the signal for some of the rabid party
papers to be shut out of decent homes.
One hates to say this, but it needs to be
said.

The fate of Miss Stone still hangs in
the balance.  Meantime thie powers that
be are making ready to divide up the Sick
man. One has already received a portion
and the others are looking on with hun-
gry eyes. The great kingdom to the
north waits with knife in hand, watching
for the first favorable opportunity to use
it. The other powers keep too close watch
1o allow any sly work. Meantime the vic-
tim calinly smokes on awaiting what fate has
decreed for him, and sumbitting to it.
That he will ever do anything more than
wait seems hopeless.

The urgency of this foreign work has been
accentuated by the large inflow from Aus-
tria and Russia. It is computed that there
are 50,000 Slavs in the West. Not 15 per
cent ot these people can read. There are
said to be 17 or 18 thousand children of
school age, and few of them attending

school. Our own Church appointed a
med cal ionary to these people; he has
his headquarters at Sifton, Five schools

have been commenced among them ; and,
had funds been at the disposal of the Com-
mittee, the number would have been larger.
In these schools the language of instruction
and of the text books is English ; the Bible
is read and studied like any other text book.
At first parents were doubtful, but now their
prejudices have been disarmed and they
welcome the service of the Church.

enters as a secondary combination.

It is selfish to invest all the money that
has been accumulated by years of labor in a
luxuri.nt home, leaving nothing beyond what
is necessary to furnish and to maintain it.
The man did not live for this alone, if he did
he has lived unworthily. Other men have a
claim upon him and he was given life and
the capacity to make the most of life quite
as much for the sake of the other man as for
his own. If after death, or in the declining
years before death, we have nothing more to
show for our life than a beautiful home, we
have lived to little purpose.

Still more selfish is the man who has not
even a comfortable home, but who has a
comfortable bank account to his credit; in
the home he may make himselt and others
comfortable, but his bonds and stock are
lifeless things. and merely furnish the mater-
ial for the separation of his family after he is
gone. Hze is only a shade less selfish than
those who spend upon their own enjoymen
all that has been accumulated by years of
labor. Our Lord, with a few bold strokes,
sketched the lite, and the close of the life of
such a one as this in his parable of the Fool-
ish Husbandman. Yet there are many of
his class in the world to-day.

Mr. Carnegie seems to have stumbled up-
on a correct solution of the use of wealth,
but he did not discover it in time. Had he
acted upon the principle that the possession
of wealth made him one of God's trusted
stewards, to whom great riches had been en-
trusted his life would have been more bene-
ficent than it has been. His frantic efforts
to ke the responsibilities of his stew-
ardship before he dies makes him, at times,
the laughing stock of the world, but that is
better than to make no effort to meet this
great responsibility.  From his mistake oth-
ers may learn that it is useless to hope to
crowd into the last few years of life here the
work that God means to be carried on dur-
ing an entire life.

We know men through whose hands there
passes yearly an immense sum of money, and
if they were minded, they might legitimately
retain an amount that would make them
millionaires within a reasonable time. They
are not concerned to become millionaires,
they recognize that God has other work for
them to do. As the head of an immense
business, the life of one of these men is full
of the care that is inevitably connected with
large enterprises, yet he finds time to care-
tully consider what God would have him do
with the portion of his wealth that is regular-

ly set aside to do his Lord's work. That
man is a steward who is about his Master’s
business every day, who lives for what he can
accomplish in life, not for what he can get
out of life.

Tn our measure we all are stewards of God’s
substance. It may be that we do not handle
much ready money, but we do handle char-
acter, an infinitely more precicus thing, and
of it we are expected to make the most for
our Master. In the humble home, where
the means to purchase the daily food may be
be scanty, there is found sometimes a char-
acter in which the image of the Master is
more clearly seen than in any other home.
More than once we have heard of the minis-
ter of Christ visiting such a home when he
needed a spiritual tonic. It was John Hall
who used to say that when he had been a-
way from his own people for some time he
invariably visited the homes of some of God's
humble saints, who were members of his
flock, before he fel* able to preach on
the Sabbath. If he rcturned on Saturday
evening he made his visit before he entered
his study. We are stewards of the grace of
God, and faithfully fulfil our stewardship
only when we seek every opportunity to give
out freely of that which we have received so
freely. If the channel for distributing this
be the giving of our money, that becomes
our responsibility, if we have not gold then
some other channel will assuredly be prepar=
ed. Only let the stewardship be recognized,
and the pportunity to meet its responsibili-
ties w  not be wanting.
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ch has been written and spoken for
against the Galicians and Doukhobors ;

it they are here and must be educated,
evangelized, and assimilated if they are not
to be a menace to the social and public weal.
They were kept in subjection at home by
the dread ot the rifle and cannom ; under
such conditions rebellion and anarchism
would be apt to flourish. Itis in the blood
and, as has been found, it breaks out on pro-
vocation. Czolgosz was the son of a Slav ;
he was born in Detroit, and reared in the
United States, but it is feared not much was
done to develop his moral and religious na-
ture, hence the awful crime for which he
died. It is stated by publicists and students
of crime that among the chiidren of forcign-
ers, crime is decidedly on the increace. Why?
Because mission work among that class has
been largely neglected. Let Canada neglect
the religious well being of these people and
she will regret it. These foreigners at pre-
sent are law abiding and industrious. They
are helping to solve the labor problem, their
daughters acting as domestic help and the
men laboring in the harvest field, in the lum-
ber woods in the construction of railways,
The children will likely become useful
citizens too if properly trained, but, neglect-
ed, they are apt to turn out as the same
class has done in the United States. Lt
Canada, at whatever cost, grasp the situation
and meet the need, and as successive evades
of these people reach our shores we can
with confidence recewve them. It is now
there is need of action and it is to be hoped
that the response of the Church will be such
that the Committee can go on with unfalter-

ing step.




