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| NOTES TO THE ABUVE ILLUSTRATION.
|

YICHARD ST

vl. celebrated wit, dra-
matic and essay writer, was the son of an
English barrister who nll.ul the post of secretary
to the Duke of Ormond, was horn in Dublin
in 1671 Through ‘IIL |nl|l|lnn of the Duke of
Ormond he was sent to the Charterhonse school
in London, from whence he removed to Oxford,
It was at the Charterhouse that he found Addison,
a youth three years older than himsclf, and an
intimacy was formed between them—one of the
morable in literature, Steele commenced
gt soldier, and
illustration of
arrated :—

[ ¢, a0 hot politician, On the acces-
| sion of William 111, Stecle de nined to throw
| hiis sword, as also his pen, into the scale azainst
the French monareh, Louis XIV. Stede’s friends

were resolute in their opposition to his entra

into the army; and a rich relative on his mother's
who had made him heir t) a large estate in
| Wexford, threatened to disinherit him if he per-

sisted, Stecle was equally determined ; and “ pre-
| ferring the state of his mind to that of his for-
tune,” enlisted as a private in the Horse Guards,
| and was disivherited. Many years later, Steele,
in speaking of his enlistment, say at when he
'y costume of the
k-boots, shoulder-belt, cocked hat, and
broadsword—and under the command of the Duke
of Urmond, mounted a fiery eharger—he had mis-
taken his own genins, and did not know that he
could handle a pen so much more effectively thana
sword. In November, 1659, St , with the rest of
the gentlemen of his troop, mounted on a black
prancing steed, his searlet gold-laced coat glitter-
ingin the sun, and his white feather waving gently
with every motion of the proud soldier, marched
with his troop by King William in Hyde Park,
attended by a great show of the nobility, besides
twenty thousand people, and above a thousand
conch: The Lovdon , in speaking of the
: *The Cuards had just got their
They are extraordinary grand, and

| side,

new clothes
thought to be the finest body of horse in the
| world "

Steele’s wit and brillianey soon made hun a fa-
vourite in the ¢ plunged into the
'lh‘ilnll'lh]l A nd follies of the \\In.h en-
abled him to acquire that knowledege of life and
[ eharacter which proved o s riceable when e
exchanged the sword for the pen. a cheek on
his irregular mode of nd h:-lmz llmmuzhly
convineed of many things of which he had often
repented, and which he more often repeate d |H‘
wrote for his own admonition a little work en
titled the Chpistian Hero,; but his gay com-
panions did not relish this semi-re s work,




