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himself in as lively a manner as was possible in this gloomy stateo things he wa hable to feel a joint of his tail cut off b/someother individua half a mile away, or perhaps sitting nex^ himand this might happen two or three times in one day after 1^

In ""l bl.TT'^'^','
'^" ^'"'y J"'"*' '^ «^-^ was'the con-tusion. I blush to relate, too, that it destroyed the peace of

community. lo this condition, my well-haired and taillessqiuidnimanous hearers, our nu-e was'reduced by the waywardfancy and unnatural longing of one female.
^
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^^/^Pl"''^'^'^ condition of affairs, we were saved by theaction of the same great principle of sexual selection to wh chwe owed our degradation. i}y a female came our fall andhrough a female came our salvation. A gorilla maiden ofender years, and whose sea-serpentine appendage was ye^ inUS earhest stages of develoi>ment, saw the time approachingwhen she would be courted and perhaps claimed and taken b?some two-legged termination of an elongated sea-monster

Inf^^T u ^r' ^ ^^;""«-'"'"^l^''l female, and she determined
to free herself, and if possible her race, from the dreadful
consequences of the indiscretion of her ancestress. Like tha

socTetffnd
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'^' '^'^•^"^'^^ ^^^' ^^i^hdrew from

society, and gave herself up to solitary wanderings. I'he pro-blem which she had undertaken to solve was difficult ; for thennot only gorillas, but all things living had tails. But whenwas female ingenuity and perseverance ever baffled in regard
to marriage

! In that matter, we of the stronger sex are mere
puppets in the female hands. We often think we have omown way, but it is chiefly by allowing us to think so that our

To nf/
^^^™^^\'^^^^' theirs. Chance aided her as chance

so often does those who wait and watch with determined
purpose.

One day, as she sat by the borders of a large lagoon, a huge
pair of nostrils appeared on the surface of the waters. They
wheezed and snorted for a few moments : and then an enor-mous head came forth, garnished with little ears and huge
stony teeth. I'he head was followed by a still more enormous
body but, oh joy! oh delight, and prospect full of hope!
a body to which there was appended the smallest conceivable
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