
lIAI.MtoR KEFKVCE.S ON LAKEH AND RIVKRS. If^

structioiK.f .Icfensivo works at the inouth cf the (ie,i..s..o rivur tiulhe repairs of Fort Ontario at Osuv,.,
; .Is,, a,,,,ropriationH for otl e(leons.v. works o„ Lakes Hrio an.l ( )ntario and the river St. Lawre ,

'eand lor the eonstrnet.on of Fort Muntf^omery, on Lake Ciia.nr.hdn:
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ft will l-e ohserv..]. in re^^ird to Lake Ontario, that we have noaecess to that lake Ironithe upper lakes ,.x<-ept thronph fnrei<:n ter-ntorv; onr snpenor.ty m shippi^^^ therefore, on the" upper lakes,woul 1 be unava.lu,- on Lake Ontario. It is therefore important that

Hhould he made for secunn^^ and n.aiutainin- our supren.aev on that

on [".k/ h r""'')
'•^'^•^>""n^;>'.'' tl'« estahlislunent of a naval depoton Lake Ontario for arms, munitions, and naval stores. The posses-

sion of this lake IS of the utmost importanee. These ^-reat arteSsof rade, the Erie canal and New Vnrk Cental railroad, are w tIn
.1 day s march of nearly the length of Lake Ontario, and for a con-s derable distance within a few miles of its shores. The imp, am eo lake defences to the State of Neu- York has alreadv beer! allXl
to. It will not be forgotten that in the war of 1812 her borderswere the scene of bloody battles, lluffalo, now the nueen
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and Lake Champla.n and N. „ river the scene of some of themost stirring events of the wa..
We should j.ursue no aggressiv<. policy; ot, the contrary, cultivat-ng amicable reh.tions with all nations, yet at the sa.ue time weshould look carefully to our defences
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Ito I -it b
;'";;e«'-"' tempestuous seasons, when it fails tos lou tiiat it has siieltered itself on the verv side from which thestonn may possibly come." And th. President of the Unite States

Z^'^:^T" '""';'' "'^'^ '-'--a that some fii^fic;!;;:ami depots of arms aiul munitions, with harbor and navigation
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P-t^ "P-n our great rivers andt;^woi.hl be of ^leat importance to our national defence and preserva^
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The second proposition, in regard to the defences of the northern
frontier, ^v t/>e esfabUshnmt of a national foundenj on ihe JZl^es
noiit> of the American lake marine over that of Canada on theupper lakes. Li ISGl the number of American vessels of al de cHp!

nority was hM. Our superiority in tonnage was 238,12(3 tons.Our superiority in sailors, 10.911. This sup'rioritv, without arras
IS unavailing, and would only invito attack, and tlie iumense m^r^

gunboats. Great Britain has been collect; g -.n abundance of the


