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us with uiny a lakelet ami waterfall, and have rendered i)ic-

turesque many a region .hose la'-dscape would otherwise have

remained monotonous and unattractive.

It is difticult to state definitely what )art of the 220,000 square

miles embraced in tin territory of Ontario possesses a rocky sur-

face that is nut well adapted to a.c:riculture. It probably is about

one-half. Over this broken re,!:;ion there are ^\ hat have been roughly

classed as two great groups of rocks, the Laurentian and Huron-

ian. \\\' have been educated \\\ the belief that the iluronia.i is

par cvcdlcncc the mineral-bearing system of the two, and that

the Laurentian, with the exception of the crystal.. limestone

and associated rocks of thr Grenville scries, was to be considered

of little economic importance. Much of what we call the Lauren-

tian system is composed of acid plutonic and mctamorphic rocks

—granites, syenites and gneisses. We have been told that these

particular!}-, which ficcupy vast areas, were of very little impor-

tance, as the storehouses ol economic minerals. Prospecting

and development work during late years have, however, disproved

the old liclief concerning this series; and 1 look forx.ard to further

intereslin.L;- mineral discoveries being made in tliese maligned

rocks. .Mica, which, with the advancement in electricity is likely

to become still more important, is found in what appear to l)e

economic quantities in many coar.se-grainecl granites. Heretofore

the mica mmed in this province has been practically all of the

phlogopite variety, which is found associated with apatite, calcite

and pyroxene. The greater part of the muscovite used on this

continent has lice- imported from India. One of the chief elec-

trical firms of the L'nited States is now idanning the develop.nent

of muscovite deposits in Ontario to replace that from India now

used by them. Tiiis iiromisos to become an important industry,

as white mica is found in many localities from the western I)oun-

dary of Ouebec to the istern Iwrder of Manitoba. Micaiiite

has brouglit about the use of smaller sheets of mica than could be

used a few \ ears ago. and many of the muscovite dr; isits. con-

>i(' (1 of no value at that time, now contain merchantable

matei.al. Then these Laurentian granites are known to be the


