
PREFACE

speech, if at all, and that the expression, " a Wessex
peasant," or " a Wessex custom," would theretofore have
been taken to refer to nothing later in date than the

Norman Conquest.

I did not anticipate that this application of the word
to modern story would extend outside the chapters of
the chronicles themselves. But it was soon taken up
elsewhere, the first to adopt it being the now defunct

Examiner, which, in the impression bearing date July

15, 1876, entitled one of its articles "The Wessex
Labourer," the article turning out to be no dissertation

on farming during the Heptarchy, but on the modern
peasant of the south-west counties.

Since then the appellation which I had thought to re-

serve to the horizons and landscapes of a partly real,

partly dream -country, has become more and more
popular as a practical provincial definition ; and the

dream-country has, by degrees, solidified into a utilitarian

region which people can go to, take a house in, and write

to the papers from. But I ask all good and gentle

readers to forget this, and to refuse steadfastly to

believe that there are any inhabitants of a Victorian

Wessex outside these volumes in which their lives and
conversations are detailed.

Moreover, the village called Weatherbury, wherein the
scenes of the present story of the series are for the most
part laid, would perhaps be hardly discernible by the
explorer, without lielp, in any existing place nowadays

;

though at the time, comparatively recent, at which the
tale was written, a sufficient reality to meet the descrip-

tions, both of backgrounds and personages, might have
been traced easily enough. The church remains, by
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