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they spared them out of consideration for the French-
men, to whom they were indebted for life. The defeat
of the Miamis at Chigagon was an event to be keenly
felt by all the peoples of those quarters; and messengers
were sent to the bay to ascertain the particulars of it,
and to get some news of the colony. The Freshmen re-
ported that what had been said about it was true, and
that a hundred savages—Miamis, Maskoutechs, Pou-
teotiatemis, and Outagamis—had pursued the Iroquois,
hatchet in hand, with so much fury that they had slain a
hundred of the enemy, recaptured half of their own
people, and put to rout the Iroquois, who even would
have been destroyed if the victors had continued to pur-
sue them. The messengers said that the Miamis were
at the bay, and that they had very badly treated Father
Alloiiet, a Jesuit, who had prompted their going to Chi-
gagon, as they imputed to him the loss of their people.
Monsieur the Marquis de Denonville, who was at that
time the governor-general, desired to avenge these peo-
ple, in order to remove the opinion that they entertained
that we had the design of sacrificing them to the Iro-
quois. He sent orders to the French commandant who
was among the Outaoiiaks to call all the tribes together
and get them to join his army which was at Niagara, to
the end that all might go against the Tsonnontouans.
The commandant of the west was also ordered to en-
list the tribes who were in his district, mainly the
Miamis. That officer, having put his affairs in order,
made known to some Frenchmen whom he left to guard
his fort the conduct that they were to observe during his
absence, and proceeded to the [ Miami] village that was
down the Missisipi, in order to induce them to take up
arms against the Iroquois; he traveled sixty leagues on
the plains, without other guide than the fires and the
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